-

Future draft plea: the White House needs

It was a heartrending scene in the Wasp
household. Mr. aid Mrs. Wasp's oldest son, Irving,
had just been draftod.

"“Well, it isn't the end of the world, son,” said Mr.
V\faSp. tryinq to smile bravely in the face of this
disaster. "After you do your two years, you cat go
back to college on the G.!. Bill. Tell me. have they
assigned you your branch of service yet?'

“Yeah, Irving said gloomily, “They're woin. |
make me a White House aide.”
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“A White House aide!”" Even Mr
at this blow. “Well, it could be worse, | suppos
They could’'ve made you & congressman,”

Mrs. Wasp broke into tears. “Oh, | didn't raise
boy to be a politician,” she sobbed. “Whatoyar
our friends think?"

“Now, now, mother,” M. Wasp said, pa
on the shoulder. “Everybody knows lrving sn'
becoming a politician by choice. He was draflad. Hi
country needs him and he's answering his country

Wasp blanched
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call. We should be proud of him.”

“I should’'ve gone to Canada like some of the
othar kids,'" trving said grimly.

“You'd be an exile for life, son,” Mr. Wasp said.
"1 hey'd never grant you amnesty. It wouldn’t be fair
o the other young men who took their chances in
Washirgton,"

“Well, | stil don't see why they can’t have

I volunteer politicians the way they used to,” lrving
sl grumpily.

Vir. Wasp sighed, “You know the answer to that,
son. When the polls in 1973 showed politicians
ranking at the very bottom of the list of those the
pubtic trusted and admired — right below used car
salesmen — young men started refusing to go into
polities,”

Sioowhat?” Irving said,

Ihe country needs White House aides and
conuressen and even a president, son, to defend us
feom our enemies. Our national security was involved.
yo we had no choice but to revive the draft.”

Don't worry about me ever being president,”
frving said, “1'm sure not going to be a lifer.”

‘| know, son. All you have to do is survive the

o years without getting indicted, Just take

| yourselt, boy. Keep a low profile. Don't write
Iy FRETIGS, .

And always remember that anything you say

may e recorded against you," Mr, Wasp said. “But
doi’™t worry. Many  young men come home
uiscathed. And while they have a difficult time

Jiusting to civilian life.,.”

ftving suddenly folded his arms, sat on the floor
e began chanting, ““Hell, no, won't go! Hell, no,

‘(3h, irving, you mean you're going to be a draft
josister”” cried Mrs. Wasp, wringing her hands. “But
you 1! have to go to jail.”

“Don’t you see, Mother?”” Mi, Wasp cai
“lrving's standing on high moral
rather go to jail than take part in
immoral occupation. Right, son?”

“Frankly,” lrving said, “‘no. | just e odds

' Wash

of my surviving two years i
going to jail are real slim. So | il
first and get it over with,”
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