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Rifkin concert to include Joplm S piano rags
1ishua Ritkin has been described by Alan Rich of ghownd an early interast in MLUSH ;YL »urr giy te play it, Word of his talents soon spread to the ‘ﬂ'l
the lew Yorxer 0y ag "that rare combination 3§ taient was furiher encat wied by his teachers white comununity, and an old German music teacher e
of bi siniy scholar and lvely narformer) By the age of 10, Rifkin had ,_Iready begun to madle him his pupil,
The university community will  have the play ragtime ang Ciassic al jazz. His first encounter When he was in his teens, Joplin left home 10 =
opi ity 10 jutdge Rifkin's talents in person taday with Joplin's ragtime music was at the age of 11, and make his name in Music. During the next ten years he
31 hursd perform he has m .n fascinated with 11 ever since. Be fme he traveled arcand the Midwest playing in many groups.
] fe famous by 1ragi mastsr Scott was 13 Pifkin's prowess on the plano had won him During this time he wrote his first compositions.
Japh _ the admiration of many of the survivors of the early Joplin finally settled in Sedalia, Mo. and began 1o .
Rifkin I5 provably best kKnow 1 his werk in jazz worlus uf New Orleans and Chicago, study music at George Smith College. While in school, |
\ itime  mos He | sele two albums He it e faculty of Brandels UNVERS Ly he translated ragtime music into musical notation. His .
e .-'1‘1.= St f \ ! are 2 which Bosgi b eaching dulies @no his concett tour this .umpnkh)n Mdph’ Leaf Rag abhu"vﬂd instant
rayqither have 5ol _ At a mithan. copins ear o hopes to be able to study ihe MU si popularity in Sedalia, but no one wanted to publish it
Since they ; { they - ’ Billboard yanusctints in the Vatican Library at firsi,
i sical L¥ L Rifkin's 'mang The ragtirme music whicl Ritkin has studied Music publisher Joseph Stark finally agreed 1o
has Dee A . o (% a7 America 1n the 1890s. It gvolved publish the Maple Leaf Rag Joplin once had told a
concarts &3 a p Y { 127 2 musi rom any musical origins: marching band music, triend of his that the Maple Leaf Rag would make 3
Many people are familiar with Rifkin bacause of Eurcpean-American  dances ch ps  the polk: kim the king of ragtime coOmposers. He was right. |
other contributions he has made 1o music. Last year cprtiinental sonags, salon misi and rhythmic black Soon sfter the piece was Fluh]i"h(‘d it and Joplin "
he was a visiting fecturer at Harvard University. He music. Th tvle was papularized by traveling black Became as popular nationwide as they had been in
has @ reputation as a mutic historian and scholar planists in the Midwes! Sedalia r
specializing in the Renajssance and baroque periods. The Midwest in the 1890s was still a frontier Rifkin will be playing Joplin's piano rags in an
Ritkin's recording debut was with Elektra Recards environment, and it provided these ragtime pioneers informal session mmg!"t at 7:30 p.m. in the Abel
a5 @ ekt o e Even Dozen Jug Band. Some of with the cpportunity to demonstrale their skills 1n L ounge Ti. session Is free and open to the public.
his other recarding Elgktra include The Barogue such piaces as saloons and red light districts. it also Rifkin's second session will be a concert in Kimball
Beatles Book and his accompaniment of Judy Collins gave these pianists the vehicle to elevate thew rags io Recital Hall Thursday at 8 p.m.
Part of his other experience (n ine recording serious music. No one did more to make ragtime an Tickets are S1 and are available at the Union
industiy has been with Nonesuch Records as then art form mm Scott Joplin, South Desk and We wsthrook Music Building. Rifkin's
musical director foplin arnin Texarkana, Texas, in 1864 His visit is being sponsered by the Nebraska Union
Rifkin was born in New York ity in 18944, and father bougiet an old pano daf uf.!u;-im taught himselt Pertormina Fine Arts Committee
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s - birthday will go on sale
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