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Recent films such as Sleuth are largely in
theatrical style. However, some of the hybrids over
the years have been less than successful. Harold
Pinter, who had a major hand in two of the AFT
films, said that if any of the eight "isn't a film, it
won't be worth watching. But we're proceeding
only from the play's action. The camera is

secondary."
Ultimately, the question of whether it is

theater or true film is irrelevant as long as what's
seen is a worthwhile, thoughtful and meaningful
work of art. And A Delicate Balance is that.

The hiijgest controversy instead seems to be the
manner in which the films are distributed. Ely
Landau, the series' organizer and producer,
urkeiuily conceived it as a vehicle to bring the
world's finest theater to a motion picture market
that he thought was not receiving this kind of
vvui film. As such, it is an excellent and in

many ways, a neetied venture.
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Paul Seofioid and Katharine Hepburn are great

in then lead roles. As expected (Hepburn's age has
become apparent in these last few years, yet her
now quivering voice and acting talent still displays
her sharp wit and dominating independence). But
th ; biggest surprise was Kate Reid who is brilliant
in i difficult role as Hepburn's perceptive,
alcoholic taster.

A Dcl'cate Balance is theater on film, hut it's
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Landau said that he is aiming AFT "at all those
people who stopped going to motion pictures
many years ago."

Ironically, S30 subscriptions, two-da- limited
showings, and S4 and $5 single-admissio- n tickets
does not seem to be a good way to pull Americans
out of their homes and back in the movie theaters.

At the least, it is alien to the American public's
movie going tradition. Broadway reaches few
people as it is, and even though AFT is attempting
to bring Broadway to the public, I don't think it is

doing it effectively. Restricted showings in a
medium whose biggest asset is its versatility and
capacity for mass unlimited showings is not the
answer.

Whether AFT will be successful is difficult to
in edict. I hope it is, at least foi the sake of films
like A Delicate Balance.
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