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3 ; v 4 76 Califarntant for Nabrack | | c od f 1 o are his only complaints about the accident. He
: %5 I" Fier-iiattivt w“- M TN ontinued from page still considers himself lucky. . -
' salirackalCalorats fanthall.ain The others seem more comfortable with the Luck is something the Ot'w"' in Li fs'az
R teasdlain of Burbsnk, Calif., ol a past. They feel lucky it wasn't worse, lucky to seem a little short on. But they’re long on fait
: it car. Headauarters for the Calitor be alive at all. But they drove again, and kept and optimism.
' [ — e the Villsaar Motel. diwing until their fear was gone. Their accident ‘onlvy prolonged. the ha:oc;
]; r i1 b s ciul tour of the Lir : , ndd the Mark Boyie probably is somewhere in that a year of hos_pltallzatlaon for f'u'lls.‘(.')m:n1 _a;}
State | tol Bullding for the groun Frday morning f { by between. A year of convalescence and brought the family. She'd had cant.gr whic :
ncheo! the Nebraska Union and attendanc th neat-leolation that goes with a painful and spread throughout most of her body, and now
‘ Carnii reshiman foothall aame cumbersome leg brace is not easy for a man considers‘herseif recoyfared. . i
i s | hoor will be held at the Villaogr atf 530 p.m. ¢ 1Yy vho said he'd never kt‘l-‘ll ”jUSI one fish, ar iUSI‘ ”3]2 15 My l'OOIT\, she "I;atd E)f the Our ghvl
il . v B orum: Sarardav followina the faotbatl gatmie. A cidl one pet of any kind,” believing they, too, need of Lourdes Catholic hospital H_1 _N?Ff'ﬁ"'k‘ e
] Hin  Sapathy Calif Jr.l: will e hald at 7 p.m. Saturday campany kidded the nurses that she Lhdﬂt hke. M
. ' o Califarnians will denart from Lincoln airpor? 1 Mark was 24 last June 15, That means few room’s yellow color. It has been paa[ﬂed gmer?.
atmey : ' of hic sehool friends are <till in Omaha. She, her husband, and the five children were
'I ' ' Hrbbies have been necessarily scaled down taken to Our Lady of Lourdes after the
- 1 or eliminated, he said. He used to paint a lot. In accident. Everyone but her stayed about a

week, Mrs. Otto was in two months, .
Religion has pulled them through, they said.
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“The cancer, the accident, really makes you
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are one blessing of the service, he said. He and
some friends used to laze across Texas deserts,
taking colored photos of wiggly wildlife and
twisted growths of cacty.

He has hittle chance to practice photography
now. Walking the length of his residential block
is an effort

Mo invented midnight football games in
Chk add mights were never the same, That,
vk will walk unaided again, maybe in six

mths  doctors tell him He had three
mmipound  fractures in the thigh and shin on

It took three houts to set the breaks the
iddant, he said. To get to them,
doctors had  to destray his embroidered
cowhoy boots, his first two
drer he veturned from overseas.
raction a1 the Universtiy Hospital
gt Clisimas. The doctors then jeleased him
with it birace on his leg. But in March, they
woere not healing, so they put
& cast from the middle of his chest to his
toiss. Iy sad
e cast came off in May and he now wears
indl walks with crutehes.
lesson in patience  and

Il d PR
endurance, ' Mark sad
Had it not been for the accident, Mark
would be i art school, or on Monterey Beach,
hee siid. He remembers especially loving that
part of California, where he began his 47-week
Chinese course in October 1969,

He feels g bit out of place, still living in his
parents” home, tie said. He watches TV —Kung
Fu, the Waltons, the Untouchables.

“And 1 think about the world and all Kinds
of stuft, " he sad

think,” Mrs. Otto said.

Her parents have moved in with them in
their large, two-story white house, They 've kept
the house and the children together, she said.

And neighbors and congregation members
have supplied food and help throughout it all.

‘“Wow, at Christmas, you wouldn't have
believed the cookies,"” Mrs. Otto said.

But a large part seems to have been the
Ottos’ fun-loving optimism.

Otto's left knee cap was cracked, -u he
walked with a cane until Thanksgiving day. He's
an engineer with Lindsay Manufacturing, but
until recently he was night manager of the
irrigation equipment factory. That meant lots
of walking at work, which saved his knee from
stiffening permanently, he said.

With a weak left leg, he couldn’t pump his
bass drum. That meant not playing with his
Jimmy Hoff country-western band. He went
without until he just couldn’t any more—at a
Christmas party among friends.

“I had to straddle the seat sideways, and
play the bass with my right foot. | only lasted
one song but it felt great,” he said.

Of course, they'd learned long ago how to
make fun in a hospital. Like New Year's Eve,
1971.

Mrs. Otto was a cancer patient, but for some
reason was put in a maternity ward. She and
another woman decided their husbands should
celebrate the new year with their wives. Therc
was a third woman in the ward

“She’d just delivered that morning, but we
talked her into it,”" Mrs, Otto said,

The children were good from the beginning,
Mrs. Otto said. Ronda, 12, suffered a broken
nose from the accident. Debra, 11, had just a
cut below her right eye. Jerry, 10, had a cut
along the side of his left arm. Lori, 8, and Julie,

Mark has teturned to Catholieism since |ast
etoler. Mo was raised a Catholic, but had!'let it
lide in college and the service,

“The thought always comes back to me now
that | cauld have died in that thing. I't taught
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4, had broken noses, and a broken leg and ribs.

They visited their mother often, she said.
Julie’s injuries were hard on her for awhile. The
neighbor children tired of visiting her because
she couldn’t play. So the first thing she did

d ne death s something that can come to me § h
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| Jike ta think not, but 1 am.'” he'said. rescue sauad, so he has seen accidents before.
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> E} sensible thing to do. But it has left him no more walking,
i rhe o o H scated af wehicle accidents than any of its “It's quite a thing for me. I'm sure everyone
Ll T predecessors understands what | mean.”
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H e aterks had been e another accident almost a d may attect ‘:dff.'ly, he said
Eg £t year to the day before the final one, He was “We just hope it soaks in,” he said
T Y trying to drive home from work when a car But haven't they been teaching defensive
:i ;; struck his rear bumper, jolting 1t a bit dl’l\'iﬂg for a Iong time?
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