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When the ASUN Senate stumbles into
action tonight, that august body once
again will be doing the same thing: Its
laundry. In fact, each time the senate has
met this semester, it has concentrated on
taking care of its own business,
untangling and inching through Its
bureaucratic chores,

True, last spring the senate discussed
the student lawyer proposal, and some

senatorn worked toward its
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implementation. But a review of the 10
meetings since the new administration
took office reveals that that is about all

i has done

he group has spent the rest of its
time discussing its own budget, tusseling
sith the Council on Student Life over

ippoimntments to  the Publications
Committee, fighting over how much
money to give the Student Bar Assn. and

¥

straightening out its own rules of
procedure.

This year’'s record seems 10 indicate
that ASUN has become nothing more

than a mant bank from whaose reserves
aother student organizations can make
withdrawals. Its second funcuon appears
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There are those who will say, “Look
at the stands the organization has
taken.” True, it has taken some stands.
Last spring it supported then-UNL law
student John Robinson in his victorious
race for the City Council. It also passed
resolutions on football tickets and
alcohol on campus.

But passing resolutions means
nothing. The resolutions have been just
the sound and fury of a group edging
closer to impotence.

So what is ASUN to do to regain the
importance it once held? Perhaps a good
place to start would be the establishment
of a new program which could aid
students. The last such program
established by ASUN was the Program
for Active Commitment to Education
(PACE). It was the brainchild of student
government leaders and has aided scores
of students through scholarship funds it

provides.

To establish such programs will take
more than the few hours a week or less
many senators are devoting to ASUN. It
will require scouting around for new
ideas and much frustrating work. But
that is why the current administration
was elected. Senators and executives
must do more than just manage the day
to day business of the student

government.
Michael (0.J.) Nelsﬂ

‘Deficiency dessants’ fail to hurt defense budget
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