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Nebraska is not hiving up e ity Ik"'[l"ll\lhlilf} and
comatment to s own goal of “total education ™
That  was  the  beginmng  of 4 statement
addressed ro the “University of Nebraska acadens
communtty and the people of Nebraska, ™ which
reated the Nebraska Free University (NF L)L I
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Phe planming stage of NEFU becan e October
1966, accordmg to olficuls ol i Coordinating
Computtee tor o Free Umversaty (CCFUY. which
orpanized NFUL That commuttee now is relerred to
as the NIFU committee of ASUN,

During thi pTi_llllnrl.' CCRFU officials estimated
that about 100 students would register far the 23
courses oftered. When registration was completed
Feb, 1001967, 631 students had registered.

Some ol the courses olfered that first session
were  theones  of  Communism.  huinan
reprodine tion and psychedelic drugs

Nineteen: courses were olfered  when NEIL

il weotid semester in the tall of 149G
NEL oftwials sand at the time they hoped to
provide o program that would decrease the farge

number of students who dropped out of NEU first
seimester

I. W, | I Wil Ui imierest o an Ilul.'
H st Thas may have
been  the  case. however only GO0 stidenis
revistered. an empallmient loss of 3|

FtTocts togeduce the number of drap ouls were
fltile. Almost Ball of the students enralled m NFL
COTSEes dllbi|}‘|.'-l the cliss

American ethmie musie and sea serpents, ghosts
and lying saucers were iwo courses avatlable

The spring of 1968 saw NFU taking on
“definite goals and a new image.” Officials hoped
to make NFU “a wedge to change the present
formal University structure . . .~

It was said that NEU should advocate o |.'|'|.lli_!_'L'
of  regalar  University  courses  from basically
lecturestyle 1o more ol a discussion group formal.
NEU was based  almost entirely on discussion

aroups
Although  registration drapped shehty 4 from
GO0 1o S50 the number ol courses  almost
dotrhled Menthers ol the  NEL O e
pitnthated the dechoe e we@straiion 1o the Tt
that the novel iy o) NEU was wedning ol f,
Puring  that  semester deademic  and

admmstranve faculty hadibeen asked or help in
organizing courses. Approximately  1.000 letters
were imailed with no response. The most probahle
cuuse behind this, the committee members said
wads Lhal the Taculty was 100 busy 1o do any thing
which did not pay.

Two of the most highly attended courses were
applied black magic and the image of woman.

Autumn 1968  was when  ASUN  irst
appropriated tunds to finance the program. ASUN
budgeted 450 to NFU for the 196869 academic
year.

During that  semester, the NFU  commitice
asked that credit be granted for NEU courses.
Committee members suid they knew there was
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Fhs was the fist session e which: established
small wroups had the opportunity to be recognized
as NEU courses. The NFU committee would help
such groups find a mecting place, a leader and
additional students.

the draft and you and rock music were populas
courses that semester.

In spring 1969, NFU ook a nose dive. Only
clght courses were offered. The chairman of the
NEL commitiee wils entirely on his own and said
he couldn™e do all the work adequately by himself
Pl sand that 1y mall mumber oo clastes wan o



