oly nebraskan

Survey reflects inadequacy

of car inspection program

Editor’s note. The follo ..ug story was
written as an assignment in the UNL School of

Journalism Depth Reporting class. The author

/s a sernor from Raymaond.
By Debbie lvey

Congratulations, You just left a service
station where your car passed its yearly safety
check with a quick once-over by an attendant
who then slapped a sticker on your windshield.
You got the sticker, the attendant got his $2,
and youre both happy for another year.

Happy - but authorities recall an incident last
year in which a car sailed through the Nebraska
Periadic Motor Vehicle Inspection (PMVI) with
only a smile from the attendant. A few miles
and a few minutes later the brakes failed and
the car collided with a truck. The motorist
doesn’t wvisit that smiling service station
attendant anymore. She's dead.

Seventeen inspection station attendants in
six Southeast Nebraska cities and towns
recently risked indirectly killing motorists,
because, among other things, they failed to
check brakes during an inspection.

The car—a 1965 Chevy |l Nova, supposed|y
“in starage for 1% years."”

The motarist =me.

The plan—to investigate inspection stations
to determine if the PMVI program is working
according 1o the regulations established by the
Nubraska Department of Motor Vehicles.

The station attendants, representing
independent  garages, service stations and
automobile dealers, were asked to inspect my
car. During the inspection, only one attendant
drove the car 50 he alone knew whether it even
had brakes. But he didn't mention that they
needed adjustment,

A mechanic who knew of my plan and who
inspected the car before the investigation said
both the brakes and the headlights needed
adjustment. He said the car also needed a new
tailpipe and tailpipe bracelet. Any one of these
defects is reason for inspectors to reject the car.

“"Barely meeting” inspection requirements
were the two front tires (with a tread depth of
2/32-inch), the muffler and balljoints, The left
turn signal was not working properly, but it did
meel the standard, and the left parking light
bulb was burned out. None of these could cause
rejection of the car.

Results: All but one of the 17 stations
violated state law by not checking the car in all
11 required areas. Such violations can bring a
$500 fine and/or six maonths in jail,

Despite the defects, four station attendants
affixed @ safety inspection approval sticker to
the car. Only two made minor repairs before
doing so. The attendants are subject to the
same penalties.

As o result of the study, John Sullivan, the
director of the Department of Motor Vehicles,
said he is wondering if Nebraska should join the
10 states that have no inspection program or if
the state should switch to inspections at
slale run stations
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Just six months ago, he said, he was
beginning to think the program was nearing
SUCCEesS;

[t can’t be denied that the program has been
improved in the last year, More men have been
assigned to check inspection stations, training
sessions and public relations films are being
provided for station personnel and the public,
the permits of nine stations not complying with
“the provisions and spirit of the highway safety
effort” have been revoked, and monthly
evaluations are being completed to help
improve the program.

These changes were made after a charge by
the 1972 Legislature either to impreve the
program by 1975 or stop it

Despite these improvements, Sullivan, Glen
Eppens, (administrator of the inspection
program) and Lou Kostka (supervisor of field
operations for inspections and “my father”” and
witness during the investigation) all expressed
concern about the program's continuation
because of my survey. They also agreed,
however, that inspections had improved since
1969.

“Two years ago, all 17 would have slapped a
sticker on the windshield,” Sullivan: said. He
noted that only four passed the car and that
only one of those four could be accused of
“sticker slapping.”'

It 16 also true, however, that 16 of the
stations not only broke the law, but unfairly
collected my $2 (since | did not receive the full
inspection) and failed to alert me to danger

For $2, | received inspections that varied
from three to 20 minutes. But only ane of the
1 7stations did the thorough job required by law.

How serious are these results?

The Motot Vehicles Department apparently
thinks they are quite serious since it contacted
each of the stations after | conducted my
survey. It reprimanded and issued citations to
all but one. And 1t began revocation
proceedings on the permits of two or three

stations.
Jefore the results of the investigation could

be reported, the depar timent Said 1t planned 1o
taunch caontral  pragram H‘]“Il_l the same
appronch | took, in  which Dapartment
persannel will visit every inspection station in
the state

ls there an explanation  for  “sticke
slapping’” and sloppy inspectians?

Several station manager and employes: said
they get only §1.75 for each ingpection, which
they claim s not enough 1o met a thorough
jah. Stations  in imost  other  states  with
inspection programs, however, reéceive less than
that for ingpections, In fact, several receive only
75 conts

Fear of losing a regular customer by
requiring repairs was another explanation,

Station managers dlso complained that they
know the reguirements, but don’t have encugh
trained  personoel o do  the  mspections
properly

See Gas stations, Page 2.
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FEEDYOUR HEAD

The Whole NU Catalog Group Invites
You To Contribute Evaluations of The
Exceptional Courses You've Had.

Whole NU Catalog
to list ‘'good’ courses

Pssstd What 1 cand sernester?
Mhe Whole NU Catal ) tmbuited Oct 10, will offer
about 80 answers 1o th (esiion, according to a group

gampiling the 1 | the bookletr s to include

In part, the genets! i - catalog 1s to hypass the hit
and miss approach students commonly use in selecting courses,
the group satd al @ meating fuasday

When asked how the catalog will ditfer from customary
college bulleting, whiall atfe o descriptions of courses,
Visrnion. Williams vaght differ from day?"”
Vit 1 latulty il noected with the project, 1s
divector of thiv Counsai

I'h i 1o ( | t vl rell tellow studenit
whiel i ¥ { duable, wccording to Marty
Ninkder, o stident merm T YL

W - | | | iwues they feel are really
\_n‘-””i-“,-, Y T TR J il el

| e foreaat ol grrawed fram the Whole
Earth Catalo e stvles. Alttiough
tho 'catal i oty UNL courses ar
to Le st

Students can « ‘ Urses they found worthwhile on
farms attached to v il brown posters, which were
tacked up wdi | A watlined “Fead Your Head.” The
recommencat: shotographed and reproduced in
their entiriéty aol ol Tor this reason, respondents
are asked ) Vg ypewriter to  type
recommendation ) it them in black ink,

ar ; Lt i the catalogs
correlat tl tion beginning Qet. 17
About 10,000 it paage tablowd are to De
prnied, il Iy ppsponse 1o st ol

than BO hstings an
{ X | el the 1.|J[:*’.!I-f l' Sact

least o) cour i

recaived i oL
peroits, duplicare deseri i e prnnted
Names of prrsons offenng course informalion will not b
included On Tt rEproco I't niendations
I hee growdp mdncatis rafot ohstacle it now faces 1s tme
I LI progected il I )5 t b met,
recomimendations must | anvitiedd by next Wedngsday
Dropofl Boxes. a i) o the Nebraska Union

ancl in the Danly NMebraskan ol b Imion 34, Respondents also
canmail the informatio for Edlucational Ghange
(CEC) office, Union 338

About $200 is budgeted for the project. Vince Boucher,
CEC co-chairperson, said CEC would pay as much as $100 for
ymittes of ASUN. Vernon Williams

the project. CEC 15 a suboo
g Center would pick up the rest

said the Teaching and Loarn
of the tab

[he wdea for thi el '-||(|u’.'lntllll_]lllll]
a4 session ol s 1 frer Vatkshop, i which a
of faculty and sluden i Mneaticmpt tomprove:
R | | '
i W v the groug
el i . the catalog will be
wlated 10 ; i ngoinn thing.™
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