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Gilmer said he also is

involved with raising support
among show owners and

encouraging food donations
from them.

"There are people about
three blocks from here and I

can go in there and there's no

refrigerator and about 10 kids

in a bed . . . they don't have

any food.
"If the community could

support the center more, we
could have more going for the
community ... the Open Door
Health Center is very
necessary," he said.

A ccord ing to Mrs.
Richardson, the ODHC works
with the Public Health
Department and the Lincoln
Housing Authority in referring
low income people to these

places and providing
transportation there. In

addition, a team from the
welfare department and a

psychiatric counseling group
work several days a week at
ODHC, she said.

In a May 24 director's
report all of the cases the
ODHC has handled since it

opened were listed. The center
referred 106 cases to health
services, provided 137 with
transportation and counseled
in such areas as abortion,
suicide and use of
contraceptives. Employment,
housing and child care needs
also were met, according to the
report.

Ms. Becker said the ODHC
was helpful in cutting through
"some of the red tape
garbage."

Save trouble
"If we can call the 1b names

before we come to the doctor
who will help a person and save
the person the trouble, we're
doing something," she said.

"A lot of people have been
turned off by welfare. They
have zero income and need
assistance but don't want to go
through the hassle,

"A lot of people are so
turned off they quit looking
for help," Ms. Becker said.

A problem the ODr'C hasn't
ueen able to solve concerns
money, according to David
Levine, chairman of the ODHC
Board of Directos and UNL
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professor. The center opened
on a $5,000 grant from the

Nebraska Regional Medical

Program, but will depend on

aid through Lincoln
community services or revenue

sharing to continue operating,
Levine said.

According to Levine, the

ODHC had planned a

neighborhood health clinic, but

representatives of the medical

profession on the board of
directors felt there was no need
for one.

"Lincoln's not ready for it,"
Mrs. Richardson said. "They
(doctors) don't realize that by
free clinic it means free of red

tape and for people who
cannot pay," she said.

According to Lester Jensen,
director of public health

education at the
Lincoln-Lancaste- r County
Health Department, it would
be impossible to set up a clinic
at ODHC because of its
financial situation.

A neighborhood clinic
would "need a budget of a

couple hundred thousand. If it
took on hospitalization, it
would run into half a million
or so," Jensen said.

No walk-i- health clinic
exists in Lincoln now, Jensen
said. Most low income people
have medical expenses paid
through welfare or qualify lor
Medicaid, a federal program
providing complete medical aid

through the doctor of ono's
choice, Jensen said.

Museum artist
exhibits work

Nathan Mohler, state
museum artist, will have works
on display for a month at
Haymarket Gallery, 118 S. 9th
St.

Mohler said he will display
abstract and modern oil
paintings, watercolors, pen and
ink still lifes and three pieces
of sculpture.

A reception July 8 from 2
to 4 p.m. will upen the exhibit.

Mohler, a graduate of the
Art Institute of Chicago, was
involved in designing the Hall
of Nebraska Wildlife in the
lower level of Morrill Hall.
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With bicycle parts and
children scattered through the
yard, the house at 1915 U St.
looks like it could hold any
family in the neighborhood.

What it does hold, as the
sign out front reads, is the
Open Door Health Center
(ODHC), where low income
families and individuals are
referred to doctors and health
set vices in Lincoln.

But "we handle anything
anyone wants done," according
to staff member Linnea
Becker. This includes legal

counseling, information on
housing and transportation, she
said.

The Center opened April 1,
1973 as a result of the work of
residents of the Clinton,
Ma lone and West F St.

neighborhoods to provide
better health care for the low
income, according to Cherita
Richardson, ODHC director.

Many problems
However, "low income

people don't have one
problem," she said.

Ms. Becker agreed. "A lot of
people call in for one problem
and we go and visit them and
find out they have 15."

A staff of VISTA workers
and student and community
volunteers meets these
problems by talking to low
income individuals in person
and referring them to agencies
that deal with the problem, Ms.

Becker explained.
Jesse Gilmer, a UNL senior,

is one of the student
volunteers. Interested in

finding out about community
problems, he was referred to
the ODHC by the Student
Volunteer Services on campus.

Gilmer said he is involved
with raising funds for the
ODHC. He is putting together a

program called "Give a Damn",
where any interested people
with musical talent will

perform before various
community organizations for
money to be donated to the
center. Some of these funds
will go toward starting a "tot
lot" at the center, where
mothers who work can bring
their children, Gilmer said.
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