Union dues

At last night's Council on Student Life
(CSL) meeting Mary Cannon, president of the
Nebraska Union Board, that the

proposed 25.cent fee for check cashing in the

announced

voiced opposition to the imposition of any
fee, and especially to the seemingly high
25.cent fee.

The implementation of a check cashing fee
has hecome necessary, according to Bennett,
because the First National Bank of Lincoln
has changed its policy in regard to the Union’s

cash account with that institution. Up to this
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money from another area of the budget. The
Union Board correctly has decided that the
costs should be absorbed by those who are
served. However, the 25-cent rate is
unreasonably expensive and should be
lowered. )

As was pointed out by the Union
representatives, if the Union continpgs check
cashing for free, the money to subsidize such
a service would likely be takep f_rom th_e
programming budget. That likelihood s
unfortunate, but that is the current
disposition of the Union Board, so the matter
must be considered within that framework.
Also likely is the selection of the Talks and
Topics appropriation as the most vulnerable
item in the Union budget and, therefore, the
most probable candidate for a cutback or
total elimination. Every effort should be
made to prevent a programming cut of this
nature,

Obviously, it is possible to suggest
cutbacks in the programming budget which
would be more justifiable than any slicing of
the Talks and Topics appropriation. However,
it appears to be the feelingof some members
of the Union Board that Talks and Topics
does not serve the University community to
as high as degree as do programs like the Style
Show or the Miss UNL Pageant.

Perhaps the time is past due for the Union
Board to redefine the proper role of the
Union. Some of the comments made at last
night's CSL meeting, if they are representative
of the total membership of the Union Board,
indicate a somewhat callous attitude toward
the needs and desires of the student
population served by the Union. In response
to questions from CSL members, Cannon said
that by rights, students shotld be charged
for the most highly-used services in the
Union.” And she added if they don’t like the
imposition of a check cashing fre, they can
just take their business downtown,

Cannon, and the Union Board, should
remember that students are automatically
charged, through student fees, for the services
and programs provided by the Union.
Students needs and interests should be the
primary consideration prior to any change in
Union policy.

Tom Lansworth
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1 make (frowning) No offense, sir, but

couldn’t you give me just one good

reason why we're bombing Cambodia?
Ace: Sure, Lieutenant. (he presses a

button) Because — Bombs away! — it

is there
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