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- Osborne and
the dynasty

by Dave Sittler
How do you replace a coach that won seven

Big Eight titles and two national championships
in 11 years? Or players that won the Heisman,
Outland and Lombardi trophies? Tom Osborne
is about to find out,

Spring football practice begins today for the
Cornhuskers, and Osborne will be taking his
first step toward trying to fill the shoes of
coach Bob Devaney who compiled @ 101-20-2
record during his eleven-year stint at Nebraska.

Osborne is anxious to get going with his new
job, which includes finding replacements for
Heisman trophy winner Johnny Rodgers and
middle guard Rich Glover, winner of both the
Outland and Lombardi awards.

“I'm very excited and eager about getting
started with spring drills,” Osborne said. “And
judging from the attitude of the team they all
feel the same way.”

Although it is a headache for Osborne, some
of the enthusiasm shown by his squad 1§ caused
by the fact that many positions will be up for
arabs. The Cornhuskers lost 13 starters
including 10 drafted by the pros from last
year's Orarige Bowl championship team.

Some of the top seniors besides Rodgers and
Glover that will be missing when practice starts
this afteinoon, include alllAmerican defensive
end Willie Harper, tight end Jerry List, monster
man Dave Mason and defensive back Joe
Blahak,

“We lost some great players as indicated by
how many went in the pro draft. This will be a
real problem,” Osborne said. "But we have the
nucleus for a fine team because of the
experienced players that are returning. It will
be interesting to see just how good we can
become by the end of spring ball.”’

Heading the list of 38 lettermen returning
from last years 9-2-1 team, are such standouts
a¢ all-Ameiican tackle Daryl White,
record smashing quarterback David Humm plus
rugged defensive starts Steve Manstedt and
John Dutton at end and tackle respectively,

The offense will be bolstered by returning
gtarters Bob Wolfe and Dan Anderson at guard,
tackle Marvin Crenshaw and split end Bob
Ravelle

Tight end Brent Longwell, l-back Dave
Goeller, split end Frosty Anderson and fullback
b Maury Damkroger are additional players that
saw much action last year for the Huskers,

Defense could be a large problem for
Husker coach Tom Osborne . . . a tough job fies ahead. Oshorne and his staff to solve. Cornerback

Randy Borg and safety Bob Thornton join
Manstedt and Dutton as the only blackshirts
that played regularly last fall,

Football team’s long day ends . i =g,

counting on men like Bob Nelson, Tom Rudd,

-

Tom Pate, John Bell plus some newcomers to

‘gath Tom Osbonng ' g Gl | . ( i L n Mike Fultz, Linceln; Reg "
football nractice to, 6o M AT _ ( _ _ Bruce Maske. Linealn: Mark Brock, hlll.“w' ouE,

e S i) e T Qmahas Jack: Kelley. The [.'(.hli'.h-i|[1".l.l|1 has undergone a change
tryr the new Husker bead . , 7 al ki Belleyue, Rod Stovall, Resieas Osborne’s elevation 1o the top spot
Osborne and his staff concluded fo ntensiv . g Tangoman, Omaha; Gary Herman, Three new men have joined the Husker staff
manths of recruiting Wednesday by announcing that . I D Omaba; Ed Burns, Omaha The new coaches and their duties include,
some of the top football players in the nation had Aot L Bakersliold  Calif: Jeft Carpenter, Rick Duval who came trom {I,{]II_)t(]iI(:I and will
signed the national lotter indicating thi dustre: 1o . (' wio Tany Samuels  Jorsey City, work with hnebackers, Jerry Moore from SMU
attend Nebraska. ) s Youna, Jersey City, NoJo, Lawrence ff" quarterbacks and sphit ends; while George

¢t the bigaest it f Mich, Rooky Sinbeil, Grand Island Darlington comes from San Jose State to work
V5, with the defensive gnds
M ay Jesterr t L 1 L ‘ i
A ip wins battle for cage star
2T iy { 1L - ( i
Big Red Coraf J Conrang announced Wednesday thal After the Husker coach signed Saidel, who
Cooley, a 5-1 300 | bl T i Sney hay sianed a4 national averaged 28 ponts this year at Sidney, he moyed
fascribed as the pest player to con It f basketball letter of mtent with UNL on to Denver, Colo,, to sign Ricky Harris of
haol i the ast decad 1 ri f the biggest recruiting catches in Denver Manual High School
priano era, at. Nebraska Vhe Cormhusker Cipriano is also trying to convince Mark Enright
Top catch for the Huskers may be Bobby Thomas, ' e recruiting battle tor the 6 (f 2idney of Cedar Rapids, la., to attend UNL.
one of the smallest players offered a scholarship by i i an ital Lreighton and Colorado

Emright, a 6-9 center, scored 635 points for a
235 average this year, and grabbed 300 rebounds
leaching his team to a 23 4 record and third place in

Nebraska, Thomas, who stands only 5-8 and weighs

Ty e famo ap ¥
160-pounds hails from Bridgeport, Pa Cipriano has been recruiting hard this year and

s rumored to have Fairbury star Bob Siegel

Player s bl ¢hmin R headed for Lincoln thee lowa Class AA State Tournament
Nebraska and thint | iy 4 it e B ool by schools throughout Nebraska's assistant Coach Lonnie Porter has
Dan Miller Habron, Net : Lt b Unitied Stat nd has announced that he has been recruiting all season for the Huskers and has
Colo.; Brian Th on. Cedar Rapids, low v L ! ono o Mebraska, Marquette, been concentrating on landing 610 Ron Taylor of
Baker Port Arthur, Texa . otiee. | Koentucky Kansas State and Notre Dami Midland, Tex
taxas: iCing Block. A L& - - Lioated that both Siegel and If Cipriano can sign Siegel, Enright and Taylor |
River Fall M W o i i ' ; (i sty starting Nive  as to go along with Seded, 1t would be one of his best
Bobby Thomas, Bridy 1 MNeraska recrunting efforts since coming 1o Nebraska J
e

page 17 daily nebraskan friday, april 6, 1973



