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Joke
parties

ASUN

by Mary Voboril

1 he first promise was 1o aboelishh ASUN.

the impdign qoals: dratt beer in fraternitie
A 4 free (mdruanal jomt “to anyvone who wants to

It was spring, 1970, and members of the Youth
Internatiognal Party (Yippies) were staging a muock
ASUN campaign. Some names on the Y:;‘;ll-- ticKet
Mescaline Mike, Frisco Freak, Ofd Milt, Mr. Natural
and Captain Piss-GQum

Shades of Willie Wonka, Shaman Jack and the
Surrealist Light People's party (SLPP)? Yes. SLPP,
the joke party of this year's campaign, has had at
Ieast two forerunners: the yippies of 1970 and the
Rocket Grease and Freedom party, founded in 1971
The objective of all three has been to point to the
supposed absurdity of ASUN.

It

It Y L made every effort 1o appeass

richicutous, An mitial indication of this was thy Dy
)

Heial ‘campaign  poster

edl, which  read .\T:ili
Uncha I-"::}t-ii leacler

of swine breeding”

Diane Wanek, Yippie candidate for first vice
president, claimed she was qualified for the office
“because |'m beautiful—in eveéry way.” Wanek, then a
freshman, said her party would bring about legalized
dope and beer in Greek houses by having ASUN

Another Yippie claim: ""The opposition plays dirty
pool. They ought to go into politics.” That year

students voted in a circus tent,

A second jole party, Rocket Grease and Freedon,
emerged In 1971, Grease offered Ken "Rick"
Apthorpe as its presidential candidate. Apthorpe was
the leader of Rick and Rockets a ‘50s rock and roll
aroup

Grease did not draw up a list of
Instead 1t distributed a
comic-coloring book.

campaign

Dromises combination

According to Apthorpe, the 1971 ASUN
candidates were "all idiots except me. And sometimes
I'm not too sure about me."'

He also criticized ASUN for spending $500 on a
machine for its office when there was
it pencil sharpener to be found anywhere on

photocopy
h glr”',.

Campus

During the campaign, Apthoipe said he tried to
make the Grease party look absurd “"because the
current status of ASUN is absurd, When only a small
portion of the student body votes in an election, it is
ridiculous 1o think that ASUN power or support for
iy thing has meaning,”

The Yipmes, Grease and SLPP were not the only
criticize ASUN. In 1971, ASUN Sen. Bruce

Qroups 1w

attractive to students “‘until it stops being a toy
where we go down and practice student government.
It's really a farce.”

In the April 20, 1970, issure of the Daily
Nebraskan, columnist Bob Russell made a few
sarcastic observations about the Yippies and ASUN.

It's a pity to have a powerless organization above
you with no representation, We need someone to
represent our powerlessness and to approve all those
posters,”’ he said.

Russell was referring to posters on UNL bulletin
hoards which must be stamped “ASUN Approved”
before they can be displayed legally,

parties, a check on previous
campaigns unearthed some

Aside from joke
student government
interesting facts

—In 1947, one presidential candidate’s platform
included ““sending an outstanding senior girl to the
Drake or Kansas relays, where she may have a chance
to become queen of these events. thus enhancing the
University's reputation as an outstanding school.”

-In 1935, men could file at the Student Acitivities
Office under party slates, but women had to run on
independent tickets,

Also in 1935, there was a ruling that sororities
could not enter political alliances.

—In 1967, 43 per cent of the student body voted.

TP, GOYA
- platiorm

S . cgmparison

feve Strasser

e platforms of the two parties
sapusly seeking office in Wednesday's
AN election are not noted for their
diggeements. The Get Off Your Apathy
(gYA) party and the Unity and
Proess (UP) party seem basically to
am: On the problems of student |ife
,,z ag uction over the next year,

ke only real head-on clash in the UP
v an« GOYA platforms involves GOYA's
s plank supporting a student lawyer
fuded by ASUN to advise student

i ggynment and students themselves.

p's platform dismisses that plan as
‘umtasible

e student lawyer issue was the only
onferhat sparked substantial disagreement
durg Thursday's debates. UP claimed
the:oncept of group legal representation
w.wnethmai in Nebraska, while GOYA
afped that group law was ethical unless
the Nebraska Supreme Court specifically
ru|::u?h!.‘IWi‘jE!.

cixgept on the lawyer issue the
pleforms are failrly compatible,
dlsareeing on direction of attack more
the on Lasic problems.

p's platform covers more ground

tha GOY A's.

' toth platforms concentrate heavily on
eduational reform and internal ASUN
refom. UP also has major sections on
“AUN as students’ advocate’” and a
pavourr: of stands labeled “ASUN and
thequality of student life” on everything
fron the book exchange to human rights.

fath barties would add to campus
bursucracy. GOYA would set up a
cefralized advising office where students
ame faculty advisers could get
infemation on careers and the names of
regidrce  persons in the community
pradicing various professions.

P would institute a fines and fees

and recourse to act as a central
information center for students and to
co-ordinate student assistance
organizations such as Help Line and an
ASUN job referral center,

In educational reform, both UP and
GOYA support changes in the teacher
evaluation system, UP urges adoption of a
report which recommends systematic
tedcher evaluation with results made
available to students,

GOYA, in its most detailed plank,
proposes that faculty be evaluated on
their advising ability as well as their
teaching ability. It also calls for a
standardized teacher evaluation system.

Both parties are for grading
Innovations such as academic bankruptcy
and the “no D-no F" option,

The two parties platforms read as one
when discussing internal ASUN reforms,
Each urges increased emphasis on senate
ds opposed to executive ASUN power,

GOYA calls for increased powers for
the Budget Committee in drawing up
ASUN's budget.

UP proposes a follow-through program
to ensure that senate legislation is carried
out.

UP opposes the recently released
Administration Student Fee Task Force,
but in 115 platform takes no stand on

Millard State Sen. James Dickinson's
LB362, which would outlaw mandatory
student fees wsed for student

programming,

GOYA has opposed LB362, but, in its
platform takes no stand on the fee task
force report,

Both parties support increased rights
for dormitory students specifically
through relaxed visitation and alcohol
consumption guidelines.

GOYA adds a plank on off.campus
housing, supporting the Uniform
Residential Landlord and Tenant Act
now before the Legislature and offering
the services of its proposed student
lawyer to deal with tenant problems.

UP and GOYA also have planks
relating to East Campus-City Campus
relations., GOYA promises to include East
Campus students on all policy-making
boards staffed by ASUN appointments.

UP promises to work for half-hour bus
service between the two campuses. The
two parties each support continuation of
the Associated Student Ko-op (ASK).
GOYA plans to look into expanding the
Ko-op statewide via the Nebraska
Association of Students. UP promises to
give precedent to student-owned

secede from the state and then from the nation.'”

Wimimer said the student

senate

will

never be That record still stands.

Ag Party
‘phenomenon’
in politices

va phenomenon in UNI
arnt ASUN senator runming

George Rhods
student politics
tar re-alection

And the agricultural o

TaleTanlyes JUmor i

runpming for reelection i an equally uniaus
way - al the head of a party whieh 1sn't even
tu'ff-l'lll].:'| gxeoutive slate

Rhones and seven East Campus friends
formed what they call simply “the Ag

Party.” They figure if they win together

George Rhodes
Senate.

they also will be closer together after the
election, Rhodes said, and be able to work
Well toyether

Rhades, 20

m Bridgepart,

s the only

L’

|

v

membetr ot the party runming for senate. The

others are seeking seats on the agriculture
One-third of the party's

IMEMBDEers 4re imcumbents

divisory board

I'hi y ol todgether more 1o IH‘][} pach

ather than to endorse the executive

candidates of another party, Rhodes said

But Rhods aid he oid agree with the
Unity and Progress (UP) plank urging
hall-hour bus service between the East and

City Campuses
He satel he seeks reelection because the
senate 'reeds some experience down there.”
Rhodes said his time on the budget
committee would lend some expertise to
next year's appropriations discussions.

Rhodes said he considers nimself a

conservative influence on the commitiee, He
sard his philosophy generally was to consider
whethet a particular appropriation served
vers fv

the gntire Uy

-the only Ag Party member running for election to the ASUN

What
price
glory?

by Ken Kirk

ASUN candidates are spending from
$1 to $45 in campaigns this spring.

“It's not worth it, but every year
people do 1, according to Karen
Richardson, first vice presidential
candidate from the Unity and P ogress
(UP) party. Get Off Your Apathy
(GOYA) first and second vice-presidential
candidates Mark Hoeger and Todd
McDaniel agreed.

All three said that people run for
ASUN to improve the University by
working through the Senate. McDaniel
sald, “There's not much glory involved.”

UP apparently is spending the most
money with expenditures totaling around
$600, according to Ron Sindelar, UP
business manager.

Sindelar said each UP senatorial
candidate would contribute $17.50 with
executive candidates spending between
$40 and $45 each,

Senate candidates have a $35
campaign spending limit imposed by
ASUN. Executive candidates can spend
$50. The ASUN president receives a
salary equivalent to dormitory rates. First
and second vice-presidents get two-thirds
of the dorrmitory rate,

UP money went for posters, handouts,

appals hoard, an office of student aid

businesses in expanding the service.,

e S R e

badges and miscellaneous expenss,

“I wouldn’'t be willing to siend the
money unless | thought ther way a
pretty good chance of winnng,”' WP
presidential candidate Bill Fredenburg
said.

Freudenburg, who ran wth the
All-University party. last war had
reservations about spending th: money,
but ASUN was important to km so he
went ahead, he said.

GOYA senate candidates arespending
about $13 with executive tndidates
spending around $20, dccording to Ann
Henry, GOYA presidential candidate

GOYA spent $240 far postrs, $175
for GOYA badges and $25 on
miscellaneous supplies Henry said, ' The
party offers posters and badgés to their
candidates as a service, no one s forced
to buy them, McDaniel said

Henry said she didn't mind spending
the money because she felt ASUN was a
worthwhile experience. She saidshe spent
$22 last spring when running for the
senate with the Student Catie party
Henry agreed with Freudenburgs attnnde
toward winning and said, "Youdon't run
if you think you're going to lose”

The Surrealist Light People's party
(SLPP) plans on “‘spending as mich asiwe
can,” according to “Willie Wonka," SLPP
first vice-presidential candidate, SLPP
executive candidates have spenta totaliof
$25 already and their wo senate
candidates have spent nothing.

SLPP’s major expense was $12 worth
of bananas, SLPP spent the other money
an printing supplies.

““We gather together with other
humans and they donate their services to
help fight the androids, but we pay for
the materials,” ““Willie Wonka" said.

Shaman Jack Mason, SLPP ptesidential
candidate, said, ““We have fulfilied albgur
purposes. We haye gotten OUl mongy’s
worth, It's not just our fun &nd games
It’s fun and games for thousands.”

Advisory
boards

by Robin Pilus

UNL's college Advisory Boards do not
common goals, activities or aims,

While attempting to tackle problems within the
individual colleges, the multi-purposed organizations
serve functions ranging from reviewing curriculum to
voicing reactions on pending bills in the Unicameral.

The ASUN general election March 14 will place

continued on page 12
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Wille Wonka (SLPP).

Independents:
less publicity

disappointed with ASUN and hopes for
educational reform in the future. He also
would like to see more work done for Free
University,

by Dennis Onnen

As the ASUN elections approach, a
student can go almost anywhere on campus
and be greeted by a mass of campaign
posters. But if one |looks closely, some are
posters of candidates who have decided to
run independently.

Fifteen independent candidates are
running this year; that is 19 per cent of all
candidates, This compares to 17 per cent last
year, and 37 per centin 1971,

Mark Rasmussen Is running
independently because “‘parties are used for
voter identification only. Everyone forgets
who they ran with or why they ran after
they're elected.” Susan Dusenbery dislikes
what she called parties mudslinging,

“The people in parties are tied down to
their platforms,” according to Gary Hall. He
is a candidate for the Senate from the
College of Agriculture. He said the party
platforms didn’t represent the East Campus.
Another candidate, Clarke Stevens, also
“’didn’t want to be dedicated to anyone."”’

Some of the independent ca lidates said
they would have liked to become involved in
a party, They didn't because they weren't
asked or they didn’t contact the party in
time to become affiliated.

Many of the independents said they think
there is a definite advantage in running with
a party. They cited more exposure, more
people working for their election, less cost
and the tendency of many voters to vote
straight party tickets.
independents consists
talking to people.

“I'm about due to be elected,” Kirk
Hemphill said. This is the third time he has
run for the ASUN Senate. He said he is

Campaigning for
mosly of posters and
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ASUN first vice presidential candidates (from left) . . . Karen Richardson (UP), Mark Hoeger (GOYA) and

Candidates Steve Kay and Steve Sanford
were roommates first semester. According to
Sanford, they both decided to run after
discussing the pros and cons, Sanford said he
favors discontinuing student fees and
adopting a "‘pay as you go” system, Kay said

he hopes ASUN can ''gain some more
power,"’
Rasmussen said he hopes ASUN can

adopt a more business-like approach. Hall
wants more money for the College of
Agriculture Advisory Board. Developing
respect for ASUN on East Campus is another
of Hall's objectives.

Another College of Agriculture candidate,
Debbie Wurtele, hopes to create better
cooperation between the two campuses. She
also said she wants to "straighten out the
bus system."”

Wayne Gray said he hopes to show there
is ASUN interest in the department of
architecture, He also said he supports the
formation of a separate College of
Architecture.

The independent candidates include
Arts and Sciences. Kirk [ Hemphall, Bobh O Neal
Kaith A, Scarborough, Clarke J. Stevens,
Agriculture: Gary Hall, Debbie Wurtele
Business Admimistration; Jeanette Harder, Steve
Kay, Mark Rasmussen,
Engineering and Architecture Wavng Gray, Steve
Sanford, Gary Tasich, ‘
Graduate and Professional: Karl F. Cochrane
Home Economics: Susan Dusenberry, Dean W,
Young,
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