Huskers win second track crown

by Dave Sittler

KANSAS CITY, Mo,—Defending Big Eight indoor
track champion Nebraska won its second straight
conference crown Saturday in dramatic fashion at
Kansas City's Muncipal Auditorium.

Coach Frank Sevigne's Huskers bested runner-up
Kansas, 52-44, but the championship was in doubt
until the final event when Nebraska won the mile
relay.

The Cornhuskers were leading the Jayhawks by a
scant two points going into the final event, when the
Husker’s mile relay quartet of Karl Webb, Wes
Leonard, Chuck Malito and Leighton Priestley
insured the victory.

Fremont junior Jeff Wisemiller was a hero of the
hour as he pulled to an unexpected second-place
finish behind teammate Roger Chadwich in the
880-yard run.

Wisemiller’s performance came when Nebraska
seemed to be fading from contention for the
championship after Husker runners Larry Climato
and Priestley failed to score high in events they were
predicted to win on the pre-meet charts,

“Coach Sevigne told me that we were in real
trouble and needed every point we could get out of
the 880,” Wisemiller said. “So, even though | got
second, that was the most gratifying race of my life.
It put us back in the race for the team
championship.”

Wisemiller's effort was only one of the winning

Hawkins defended his Big kight 1000-yard titie. The
slender Hawkins held off a strong field to win in
2:08.5.

One of the tope races was the two-mile run that
featured defending Big Eight champion John
Halberstadt of Oklahoma State and Nebraska's Bob
Unger.

Unger battled Halberstadt the entire race before
fading in the last lap to the Cowboy ace.

“I ran the race just like | planned,” Unger said.
“I'm just happy to finish as high as | did and I'm
really looking forward to the outdoor season when
I’ll get another shot at John."

Other Huskers scoring for Nebraska, were Webb
who finished second in the 60-yard dash, Ron Childs,
second in the broad jump; and senior Gary Gressett
and junior Ralph Fisher, two-three in the low hurdles
and 3-2 in the highs for 14 points,

Nebraska and Kansas were in different heats of the
relay and after the Huskers won their race it was all
up to the Jayhawks to decide the 1973 Big Eight
Champion.

When Kansas’ lead-off runner Tom Scavuzzo fell
far behind in the Jayhawks portion of the mile relay,
the Nebraska team started an early celebration as
victory was evident,

Nebraska Coach Sevigne, swamped by reporters
and well wishers after the meet, said he was surprised
at Kansas’ poor showing in the mile relay, but was
elated in his second straight conference indoor
championship.
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