UNICAP assesses

child problems

A UNL project has spent its first year serving
Nebraska and training students, according to Janet
Jensen coordinator of the Univarsity of Nebraska
Interdisciplinary Child Assessment Program
(UNICAP),

The program is an interdisciplinary approach to
analyzing ‘“‘enigmatic’’ children across the state,
Jensen said.

She defined “enigmatic’’ children as those whose
“problems are so complicated and so interlocked that
the people in the community are not able to handle
them (the problems).”

The children, suffering from what she called "‘a
variety of learning and behavior disorders,’” have been
hard to help, she said, since the problems have not
been definable by a single professional.

“That's what's so exciting about this program,”
she said. Faculty members from five University
departments--the Graduate School of Social Work,
University Health Services, Division of Speech
Pathology and Audiology, Educational Psychological
Clinic and the Psychological Consultation
Center--work together to analyze the child’s “pattern
of problems" in a multi-pronged attack, she said,

URNICAP aiso allows undergraduate students in the
five departments involved in the program to obssrve
the evaluation sessions with the children, and permits

graduate students to participate in the sessions,
Jensen said.

A student observer, Kathleen Kavan, said she plans
to continue in the program because it gives her a
chance to see before graduation the way professionals
in her field, speech therapy, work.

She said she's also been impressed at “‘the different

different disciplines use to analyze a

child,” and “the variance in the child’s behavior from
evaluation to evaluation.

“I would I'*vs put too much emphasis on a single

evalustion before | went through this,” she said.

* “Now | have more of a ‘whole-istic’ approach.”

Jensen said children are referred to UNICAP
primarily through school counselors or nurses, but
also by family physicians and social workers.

All applications are signed by the child's plrcnt
though, she said.

UNICAP has seen about 20 children this year,
Jensen said, ranging in age from two-and-one-half to
17 years, averaging about eight years.

The children are seen by graduate students in each
of the five divisions, Jensen said. They give the
children tests, write reports on the tests and present
the reports to a meeting--a “staffing"-of everyone
involved in the evaluations and any other
professionals who've worked with the child.

The graduate students are always supervised by a
faculty member, she added.

At the staffings, each division presents its analysis
and proposals, and all discuss and contrast the child’s
reaction to their particular tests, Jensen said.

“And sometimes the group comes up with a very
different conclusion collectively than any of the
divisions did alone,” Jensen said. The collective
analysis is an advantage, she said, which lone
professionals seldom have.

Proposals that cover “anything under the sun” are
then offered to the child's parents, teachers and
doctors, Jensen said, plus help in implementing them,

A follow-up program is then maintgined, and
UNICAP members periodically call to check on the
child, “or receive calls from parents yelling ‘Help’,”
she said,

“Any problem (in a child) you can name, we've
seen,” she said, including reading problems and
hyperactivity (shortened attention spans and an
excess of physical activity). Other problems include a
poor home environment, severe emotional disorders,
poor hearing and reading problems. In addition,an
inability to verbally express ideas often leads teachers
to think a child doesn’t know the answer instead of
just not being able to say it, she added.

She said the equally diverse proposals offered to
help the child have included medication, emphasis on
visual teaching techniques rather than werbal, or
advising teachers and parents to let a child work
alone.
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development.

In its open forum, CSL heard a complaint
by foreign students Arvind S, lyer and
Eman: Behroos (an ASUN senator) that the
UNL summer orientation program doesn't
serve the needs of foreign students.

CSL member Ely Meyerson, interim
executive dean of Student Affairs, said he
has asked the foreign student office to
develop an orientation program with an
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WHAT WILL YOU BE DOING THIS

SUMMER OF 72?

YOU COULD BE LIVING ““THE GOOD LIFE” IF YOU QUALIFY
NEBRASKA VACATION GUIDE

Guys and gals are eligible for this great fun-time job opportunity, sithough workstudy
consideration. Munmmmnu-mmmm
that will greet thousands of travelers visiting the state this summer, Working st spacial
information centers at Interstate BO rest areas, vacation guides will meet people from all
over America. Students selected as guides will take a familiarization tour of the state
soon after school is out. They'll visit state and national parks and monuments. See famed
Nebraska attractions. Behosted by chambers of commarca. Become a Nebrasks No. 1

IF YOU THINK YOU CAN QUALIFY, ACT NOW!
CALL BRUCE CHRISTENSON

The Summer of ‘72 is upon us, It could be your best summer
ever as a Nebraska Vacation Guide.

PHONE 477-8984

| For Your Order Coll 4895624

A New Idea In Diplomas

The Bheepskin
You've Worked Pretty Hard
For That Diploma.

AN EVERLASTING IDEA THAT WILL
MEAN MORE AND MORE AS YEARS PASS
“"CONGRATULATE THE GRAD" WITH AN EXACT
REPLICA OF HIS OR HER DIPLOMA

FOR ONLY $24.95
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