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Students face constitution question on ballot

umﬁmmn have a choice between two
forms student government blueprints in next
week ‘s election.

exocutives. Little doubt seemed to exist among
ASUN senators at that time that the present
constitution needed

According to ASUN President Steve Fowler.
“everyone was convinced that the new constitution
was the way to go.” However, it appears everyone
doesn't think the new constitution is faultless.

protem and three senators) does most of the planning
andor'i"lﬂting. The senate merely acts as a rubber

Said Fowler: “This has been the general rule in
ASUN for several years.”

The ASUN president said the members of the
a very effective body. The size now is too large for
in-depth discussion, he added,

ASUN presidential candidate Bill Schwartzkopf
said he doesn’t think student representation would be

“A 15-member Board would be an elitist body,”
he added.

Minorities would lose whatever representation
they have now, he said. “We are confident that the
new constitution is going to fail.”

Presidential candidates Bruce Beecher and Roy
Baldwin are both senators, and were members of the
constitutional convention that wrote the
controversial document. Baldwin supports the
adoption of the new constitution.

At 8 debate of ASUN presidential candidates
Wednesday, Beecher reversed his position and said he
would not vote for or support the passage of the new
constiwtion.

constitution is the provision for recall of any
executive board appointee by a two-thirds vote of the

Schwartzkopf found fault in the present
constitution as well as the new. The current
constitution requires that two-thirds of the senate
vote either for or against a bill or it fails for lack of

“A ot of bills failed with 23 senators voting for
and none, against,” Schwartzkopf stated.

majority of all board members present.

Chairman of the Executive Board would be elected
by other members of the Board. Sneddeker said he at
first objected to the chairman not being directly
elected by students.

“Later | became convinced that direct election of

the chairman would only encourage the same type of |

senate-executive relationship we have now,” he said.

students on the Lincoln campuses voted

That constitution's major difference from the old |
one was that it would have changed senate seal |

apportionment from a college system of
wion to a mixed system of at-large district

when less than 30 per cent of the eligible

\u'oadwimm{mrodueﬁonofl 15-member

He said his

major objection to the new vote.
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Suter moves
into ombudsman position

After only a few days in office, UNL's
new ombudsman concedes it would be
“‘sasy 10 blow the whole thing.”

“The situations which anombudsman
must mediate are often emotion-charged
and delicate,” said James T. Suter. “If
he's to retain credibility with the
University community, the ombudsman
must be objective and fair in his

iations.”

Suter, asociate professor of planning
and architacture, waes appointed Saturdey

Suter . . . it could be “sssy to blow the whale thing.”

tape.

The ombudsman’s role is to wuse
persussion and reason to mediate
conflicts which formal University

“The office doesn’t align with any
group,” he continued. !t doesn’t report to
the administration, students or faculty
but serves them, he said.

“The only way to serve divergent
groups’ interests is to seek equity, not

and the alternatives are outlined. Perhaps

member becomes permanent
ombudsman, he’ll lose credibility with
the faculty.

That's why Suter agreed to continue as
ombudsman only for the rest of this term

ombudsman is important, but the person
isn’t important,” he said. No one should
stay in the office long enough to become
an institution, he said.

Suter was nominated for the
appointment by a sesrch committee of
students, faculty and administrators
which solicited names from the
University community. The ombudsman
can be removed by a majority vote of the
ocommittes.

Currently, the office is supported by
University funds, Suter said. ASUN voted
Wednesday to allocate $500 to support
the ombudsman office.

However, Suter said he would like
ASUN next year to finance five 10 ten per
cent of the §17,000 ombudsman budget
to solidify the ombudsman’s independent
position, he said,

“i student input is proportionatsly
100 little, then the aura that the office is
zapported by the student body is lost,”
Suter added

One of the few rules he's made, Suter
said, is "this office will never function so
the ombudsman is hard to reach.”

Although part-time ombudsman now,
Suter ssid it might be a full-time job next
year, depending on the work load.

The office is open every day with a
secretary on duty at least five hours a
day. Suter is in the office Wonday
mornings, all day Twuesday and
Wednesday mornings. Me also intends to

have the office open in the summer.
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