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Senators debate youth concerns

Nebraska state senators gave first-round
approval Wednesday morning to a bill which
would lower the state’s age of majority from
20 to 19 years old.

Introduced by Kearney Sen. Gerald
Stromer, LB 1086 would have initially called
for lowering the age to 18, However, a
committee amendment changing the
proposed drop to 10 yeuwrs was easily

adopted,

Waverly Sen. Jerome Warner offered an
amendment which would have kept the age
for the consumption and purchase of
alchoholic beverages at 20,

Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers, a long critic
of drugs of all typs, moved to amend
Warner's amendment to age 50. Chamber’s
action was believed to have been taken in
jest but his motion was adopted 19-11,

The entire Warner amendment was then
defeated 11-23.

Barely surviving a kill motion of 20-22,
Stromer’s bill was advanced from general file
on a 26-18 vote. By amending the bill to
read age 19, it was believed a compromise
was reached between .senators urging a
change to 18 and those wanting the age of
20 retained.

In other action Wednesday, state
legislators advanced from general file a bill
which would require color photographs to
be attached to drivers licenses.

The fact that licenses are being used for

" identification purposes was the main reason
given for the need to adopt such a provision.

An increase of $1 would pay for the cost
of the picture. Presently a four-year license
costs the driver $6.

During Monday morning’s legislative
session senators considered a bill which

universities the option to sell beer and liquor

~on campus.

Calling aicohol the “most abused drug in
the country,” Chambers led oppostion to LB
1092 introduced by two Omaha senators,

The bill was killed on a 30-12 vote.

One of the bill's Omaha Sen.
Sam Kiaver mid that 33 states permit bars

on campus.

Had the bill survived the kill attempt,
several senators were planning on trying to
amend it to permit the sale of only beer,

Creighton University had made the
original request for the bill’s introduction.
Umiversity officials said they wanted to
install a rathskeller on campus for students
and faculty.

Senators Tuesday requested that a bill
delivered to the governor’s desk for his
approval be returned to the Legislature,

Warner urged senators take a second look
at & bill pssssed Monday which would
authorize exaministion and trestment of
minors for drug addiction or venereal disease
without parental consent,

The bill, LB 1302, passed without a vote
to spare on final reading 256-21.

Speculation is that the bill as written
could possibly legalize the prescribing of
birth control pills to women under the age
of 20 without parental consent,

Tuesday’s request to retrieve the bill from
the governor in no way affects the passage of
Lincoln Sen. Wally Barnett's LB 1096.
Barnett's bill permits minors to be examined
and treated for venereal disease without
parental consent.

It was passed on final reading last week
with the emergency clause making it

\ would have permitted colleges and effective as soon as the governor signs it. /
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