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Madame Butterfly—
polished, exciting

Review by Schoyler Houser

It would be easier, paradoxically, to be less critical of
Friday evening’s performance of Madame Butterfly if it had
been less good than it was. The cast was competent, polished
and musically and dramatically exciting. At their best they
were so good that they brought the production’s weaknesses
into high relief.

What are the production’s strengths? First and foremost,
the singing. Top honors for the eveing go to William Wallis as
Pinkerton. His voice has improved immensely since last year;
the high notes are now free and ringing and clear. And loud-he
had no trouble filling Kimball Hall, cutting through orchestra,
chorus and occasionally the other principals.

Marilyn Cronin, as Cho-Cho-San, didn’t get into high gear

vocally speaking, until the middle of Act Il. But when she was

good she was very, very good, with lovely high pianissimos and
the strength and richness required for the dramatic passages in
the last act. She likewise spun out some beautiful legato lines.

Cindy McNally's Suzuki was a delight, vocally and visually;
her Flower Duet with Cronin was a high point of the evening.
John Brandstetter, as Sharpless, was consistently inaudible at
the bottom of his range — a great pity, as his voice is a fine one
and his characterization was very well conceived.

Special mention must also be made of the chorus; their

sound was beautiful, fresh and warm. There have been worse
in major opera houses,

The set and lighting were, of course, another major asset.
They were vintage Dean Tschetter — almost distractingly lavish

So with all these good things, what was there to complain
about? Primarily, the director’'s view of the opera as a comedy
that somehow goes sour in the middle. Thus the first act was
riotously busy, with drunken relatives and a hyperactive
marriage broker playing for laughs and distracting us from the
lovers.

Cronin didn't help matters; she failed to distinguish
between being young and in love and being simpleminded, and
spent the whole act simpering and smiling like an airline
stewardess. Admittedly, this approach made her
transformation into womanhood in Act Ill all the more
dramatic, but is this really what Puccini intended?

Then there was the awful translation they used. The cast’s
diction, unfortunately, was superb, so every single banality
(sample: “A little liquor/will do it quicker”) came through
crystal clear.

But was it, on the whole, a good performance? Yes, it was a
very good performance. Let's have more like it. Soon.

Village Bath Handmade Soapﬂ

ovr formila containg glycaring and cther expansive oilc!!
o porchase thom ot CAMPUS Book SPRE!

Just Thine!
For WASHING

SORES, CUTY,
BURNS,
BRUISES &

BABIES!

Why Do You avoid and resent Love
Library? Ask yourself!!! If you have
constructive ideas to change Love
Library through student in put; an
organizational meeting w‘ill be held
to form an ad hoc committee to
investigate Love Library. We will
be heard by the Library Admini-
stration!!!

The meeting will be Monday the
7th in the Union. Room will be
posted.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1972

L BT TR

Qi

DAILY NEBRASKAN WANT ADS can be placed in
room 34 Nebraska Union, Cost is $.08 per word,$1.00,
minimum, Paymant in advance only. Complimantary
ads may be run only if error is brought to the Nebras-
kan's attontion the business day after publication,

nebraskan want ods

il

FOR SALE

Super nifty allied stereo reel-to-reel
tape deck. Excellent condition.
Response to 1B00 cps.
Guaranteed 90 days. Inquire:
T.M., Lescing c/o Daily
Nebraskan, 34 Nebraska Union.

Tires for VWs, Toyotas, Datsuns, 4
ply Nylon at $15.95 plus tax.
Terms awailable. Good vyear,
432-6521.

Stereo components. Brand names,
guaranteed, Undersell any
dealer, 489-5233 Mon.-Thurs,
6-9 p.m,

Panasonic cassette. E xcellent
condition. 2 yrs. old, 475-2228
or 435-9956.

Guitars and Drums: Ludwig 5 piece
sat, Baldwin 12-string and bass
475-19561.

Used Sansui amp., Teac cassette
deck, other stereo equipment.
432-5757. Weekday afternoons,
excopt Friday till 6:30 p.m.

Skis, ski boots size 9 and poles.
Never used. $140. German
clocks and coin collections,
Moving to Indiana, Tues,
morning. 434-2024.

Stereo’ components. Discounts,
Fisher, Kenwood, AR, Dual,
Sony, Ampex, BSR. 466-0930.

HELP WANTED

Models wanted for T,V,
commercials, fashion shows and
public relstions, No experience
necessary. We can train. No
agency fees, Must call for
interview at 489-2581 Feb, 7-11.
Studio 70.

Earn over $80 weekly. Working
evenings, Public relations.
Advertising and sales. Car
required 4669770,

REWARDING SUMMER in
Colorado mountains counselling
children. Riding backpacking,
ecology, many outdoor
programs. Write now: Sanborn
Western Camps, Florissant,
Colorado BO8B16.

MIDCITY
TOYOTA

We wish to thank
you for your past
patronage.

Hope to see you
in the future.

Our hours are
9 pm-4 am Mon.-Sat.

DON AND MILLIE'S
1823 0" St.

Volunteers needed, Tuesday
10-3—-one day only. Sign up for
activities. All students wanted.
Activities consultants will be
there. EAST UNION-ACTIV-
ITIES BLDG.

OVERSEAS JOBS FOR
STUDENTS: Austrailia, Europe,
S. America, Africa, etc. All
professions and occupations.
$700 to $3,000 monthly.
Expenses paid, Overtime. Write
Jobs Oversaas, Dept, D6 Box
1507, San Diego, Cal., 92115,

ROOMMATE WANTED

Roommate wanted—$45/month
plus utilities, Call 477-8490.

Roommate needed, 2501 R.
$30/me. Furnished,

Female roommate, Share with 3
others. $50/mo. plus utilities. 2
bdrm, 4756382,

SERVICES

Uptight? Try Recovery, Inc. 8:00
p.m. YMCA. Visitors Welcoma,
435-3165.

B8-tracks and cessettes recorded
from your records and tapes,
Sound City Studios. 144 S. 9th,
432-7306.

Sewing and alterations. Call Pat
Moore at 799-2615.

Pragnant? Who Cares? We dol Call
477-8021,

MISCELLANEOUS

Win & valentine dinner for two, Buy
your Sigma Alpha Eta raffle
tickets in the Union,
12:30-4:00, M-F, 25 cents sach.

EUROPEAN NOMADS: The most
economical way to Europe,
summer of ‘72, Write European
Odyssey, Winstead, Minn,,
653965,

Fly to Europe from $170 round
trip, student vacations and tours,
employment services etc, Air
mail employment services etc.
Air mail for full details. Campus
Agents required. A.A.S.A.
Limitad. 15 High St., Ventnor,
W., England.

Low Draft Number? Consider the
Army Reserve, Join now, go on
4 months active duty later. For
more information. Call
432-7926 svenings,

Al University meeting held by
ASUN Reorganization
Committee, Tues. Feb, 8 at 3:30
p.m. To discuss how to change
ASUN, for instance: student fee
structure, student representation
and programming. ALL are
invited and URGED to come.

MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED NOW ﬁé’:&ﬁk

HARLEM
GLOBETROTTERS

If you are PREGNANT and

NEED HELP call
7 days - 24 hours

collect if necessary

215-877-7700
WOMEN’S FREE CHOICE (non-profit organization)
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