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“What? You've been working on this for days and this is all you've done?”

The debt question

For three hours Monday afternoon, the
Education Committee of the Nebraska Legislature
heard testimony concerning LB 1271. Sen. Gerald
Stromer is the chief sponsor of the measure designed
to prohibit the collection of mandatory student fees
at any college or university in the state now
supported wholly or partially by state appropnations.

Student fees are currently used to finance bonded
indebtedness of the Nebraska Union and the
University Health Center. Bonded indebtedness alone
accounts for §14.50 of the total $51.50 assessed each

smallest amounts contained in the total $51.50 are\
the $.30 per semester for ASUN and the $1.25 per
semester for the Daily Nebraskan The Union Program
Council, which handles all Union programs, is funded
by only $3 of the total.

Even though the Nebraskan and ASUN money
amounts to only $1.55, or less than five per cent of
the total fee assessment, nearly all of the testimony in
support of LB 1271 centered around the fee funding
of these two organizations.

In his introduction of the measure to the
Education Committee, Stromer mentioned nothing
about bonded indebtedness, nor did he offer
immediate solutions to problems that would arise
should the bill pass.

Persons testifying in favor of the bill included two
professors from UNL. The two professors, John
Braecman of the history department and David
Beauregard of the English department, expressed
several criticisms directed specifically at the Daily
Nebraskan.

Criticism of ASUN was offered to the Education
Committee in much the same manner as the Daily
Nebraskan was attacked. Steve Fowler, ASUN
president, stated that he personally has never heard
criticism in any form from either of these two
professors.

LB 1271, regardless of the poor testimony on its
behalf heard at Monday’s hearing, still poses a direct
threat to the University, its bonded indebtedness, its
student programming and the many services students
now enjoy.

If passed by the Unicameral in its present form it
would only mean a tragic end to programs and
operations that have taken years for the University
community to build.
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