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sports special

Nebraska
VS.

Minnesota

pull out and save
for the game

—— '

Minnesota hopeful

Ldespife polls x

by Jim Johnston

The Minnesota Gophers were upset with the pre-season
publicity they receivad.

Mosi national publications picked the Gophers to finish in the
low-rent section of the Big Ten. Plavboy Magazine, which has the
distinction ol being the most accurate college football torecaster,
said the Gophers would finish in last with a 2-9 record.

*I don’t care what those national magazines think.,” said
Minnesota quarterback Craig Curry. *'l think we're good enough
to win the Big Ten. We're going 10 surpnse some people  this year.”

Gopher head coach Murray Warmath, starting his 18th year at
Minnesota, was cautious when he talked about the upcoming
season,

“I hope we develop over the summer.” said Warmath. “If our ‘s
vounger develop we're going to be all right.” '
The bigeest prohlem tacing Warmath was a lack of veteran

linemen. The Gophers. long Kknown for their big linemen, dropped
mito the second division of the Big Ten last season tor the first
nme since 1965

The reason was a leaky defensive line and the inability of the

offensive line 1o move a solid running game. {
But hoth of those aspects of the Gopher attack had Warmath 2
smiling after the g game against Indiana last Saturday. The )
Minnesota defense tive Indians turnovers—three of which <
i ed into Minnesota touchdowns-and held the Hoosers '
svoreless in 1aking a 280 win g
The Gopher otffensive line cleared the way for 144 vards
rushing and gamve Curny protection 1o throw for 100 vards .
Although Indianyg didn™t provide 3 true test, the game still showed
that the Gophers are ann iball team
And 11 will 13ke vement over lasi yvear 1t the

Gophers hope 1o stay in the | « with Nebraska at Memonial
Stadium Samurdsy . The Cormhuskers have outclissed Minnesola
the Last 1wo seasons, faking & 42-13 wain in 1969 and a 35-10
decision last Vel

The Gophers’ hopes are nding on the munning and passing of
Curny and the rums i fullback Ernie Cook

Curry, the 10 snisg leader in the Big Ten lust vear, passed
for 1,313 vards and rushed for 293 duning his junior season. He
threw three touchdbwn passes against Indiana last week

Curryv’'s favonte targel 1s light end Doug Kingsniter. Kingsniter.
who stands 6-2. canght 26 passes for 362 vards last season despile

tal

sitting on the bench durmg most of the trst four games
Curry presents a ditterent problem in defending than whar the
Huskers faced against Oregon’s Dan Fouts. Fouts was a drop-back
quarterback, but Curry 1s cabable of throwing (rom the sprint
and 15 3 more dangerous runner
Curry has a habit of coming up with the big game against the |
Gophers” top opponents. Against nationally rated Ohio State last

scason, for example. Curry set 3 new Big Ten single-gamie record :
of 28 completions ’
The Gopher runming game 1s lead by fullback Ernie Cook who
led all Minnesota backs last season with 493 vards and an average 3
of 4.6 yards each carny . Cook caught the Huskers flat-footed last \
year with 3 45y ard sconng play from scrimmage. :
The dominant figure in the Gopher defensive unit is all Big I\
Ten linebacker Bill Light. Light, the Gophers” captain, led the p
conference m tackies last season .
The Gopher defensive line includes three sophomore linemen, Yy
but the tno brings solid credentials from the Indiana game, ,Q

Nebraska, like Minnesota, has few changes in its starting lineup
from last week, The only changes in the Husker starting lineup
were forced because of mjunes. )

Jumor Doug Jamail replaces injured Doug Dumler at center ¢
and Jim Branch will 1ake over for Bill Sloey at linebacker. Jerry
List, injured in the Oregon game. is still expected to start at tight
end.

Devaney said Nebraska's opener against the Ducks was the best
opening game of any of his Nebraska teams,

Minnesota doesn’t present the same threat that Oregon
brought to Lincoln. The Huskers biggest problem this week is to
nol suffer from over-confidence.
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