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avercrowded, Low incomes gre
strained . |ois iftienlt Tor the
Indin suppotling two Fnilies
to get aid, suid o spokesman Lot
the Lincoln  Indian  Cented

I'he nondndun may  regard
the il shuripg ax o pood
Indinn being draggaed down by
his shifthess reltives. But Mry
Burhara Schneider, o Rosehud
Sioux  who lives in Lindoln
sayvs  Indians  still behieve
caning Lot their own, “We've
had one relitive or snouther
Mving with us Tor yean “I|I|'fl
one leaves, anolher meves .
sthe sod

Ceonyerosily s an amportant
partof the Plaing Indinculture
Particularly umong the

Omahas,  the generous  man
holds high  status,  sad  Earl
Dyer, executive editor of The
Lincoln Star who 1or many
vears worked with the Omalias
s o voluntedr e Omiha
defimmion  of  generosity . he
wapd,  goes  bevond  charity,

which s considered obligution
Criving should be sponfanvous,
withoul expectution of reward,
the Gamahas helieve
Membership in o traditional
Omaha SOUICTY  Wiis
bosed o the ‘custom ol giving,
PDyer said, A candidate was
required o hive  given 100
mujor gifts such as horses or a
tin and cooking utensils. On
POW W OYWS,
cash  nnd
dancing
gilts
greal

secrel

ovcasions such ns
Todod clothing,
traditronal Indian
shawls  are  exnmple o
given publhicly, with
deremaony
Gift-giving event

Like the pow-wow, the
handgame 15 an Indian social
event which & an opportunity
for gift4riving. Mandgumes tuke
place at eust once § week inthe
Lincoln  Indisn  community
After the handgame is a fedst
as eluborate ns the host family

can  alford The feast is
displsved, then  participuants,
who have brought their own

Steve Gaines As Macbeth Dominates
NU Repertory Theatre Production

By Howard B. Norland
NU Professor of English

A tormented soul stalks the
atage 81 Howell Theatre in the

third production of the
Mebruskas Summer Repertory
Company. Macbeth, which

opened Friday night, promises
to be an unforgettable portrait
of 2 man who looked into his
heatt and found o blackness
overwhelmed him, Steve
s in the title role plays
the Scottish usurper with verve
md ot times g brilliance that
upstuges Lady Macheth and his
chief adversuries, Macdul!l and
Maleolm, The play is conceived
fram the beginning @s the
wrsonal tragedy of Macbeth
gainst  which all the other
haracters are cast in merely
wpporting roles

Fo establish the humanness
ol the wction, the witches in
their initinl scene are presented
15 buttleground scavengers, old
women who huve become birds

that

LaRir

o prey, not instruments of
ite or the devil, The
elimination of the other

quality s muintained
the references o
the strange and unnatural
happenings thal accompany
the murder of Duncan, such as
the horses eating ecach other
and a mousing owl killing

worldly
by omitting

falcon, The specter of Banquo
it the banguet and the
apparitions in Macheth's

second meeting with the
witches appear to be, like the
dagger, only in the mind of
Mucheth

One may object to director
Robert Hall's interpretation ol
the tragedy as a reduction ol
ShaKespeare s Cosmic drama (O
the strictly humun realm, but
Hall's wiew 8 imaginatively
developed and basically
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consistent I'he stark -and
dark —stage as well ns the drab
medieval costumes focus the
attention on the chiaructers and
heighten the internal drama of
Maucbeth himsell. However, o
more varied use of lighting to
reflect the emotional qualities
would more effectively create
the desired atmosphere than
the mood shdes which oo
often prove distracting and a1
times disconcerting. The
ritualization of the action by
slow-motion movement
enhances the surrealistic
quality of the production and
calls attention to the wviolence
without evoking fear of
physical danger to the actors (a
commaon prohlem In
Shakespearean  produchions),
but the technique demands a
synchronization of movement
that was occasionally lacking il
the final «dress rehearsal
Perhaps reserving this dewvice
for the moments thul
particularly express Machelh's
perspective und mental state
would be maore approprinte to
the production scheme
adopied.

Since the play is conceived
as the personal tragedy ol
Macbeth, stripped of political
and cosmic implications,
greater demands are made on
the actor playing Macbeth, but
Steve Gaines usunlly measures
up, His booming voice and
sensitive portrayasl of the
tormented soul creste bhoth a

sense of greatness wand
sympathy, However, it appeurs
rather indecorous for him lo

assume the positon ol &
crupshnater nn the apron ol

Tonight
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the stage.  Lady  Macheth,
played by Murgarel
Hawthorne, stems Imost
insignificant.  Her  lack ol

strength  from  the beginning
strgins  the oredibility ol the
seene in which she donvinves
Macbeth to pursue  the
pssssination of Duncan after
he has talked hamsell out ol i
Miss Huwthorne has apparently
allowed the sleep-walking
seene, which she performe very
well o dominule her
interpretation of the character
Perhaps lLady Macbeth s
played down mtentionally o
emphasize the responsibility of
Muacheth alone Tor the evil he

embraces, but the result i an
imbalance 1 the  dramaly
conflict i the first half of the
pliuy

The roles ol Banguo and

Macdutf dre ably played by
Mitchell Tebo  and  Willinm
Seymuanski  respectively bul

they are so overshadowed by
Mucheth that the sudience miy
lose sight of their signilicance
s foils, Most disappointing are
Steve Bradford ay Ross and
James Buartz as Malcolm, Ross
funclion u#s% & ¢hori
commentator % impiired
hecause Mr. Bradiord does not
ul times appedsr to understand
the lines he delivers. Malcolm
also has difficulty  rendering
the ‘sense of Shukespenre’s
poetry, and substitutes volume
for a depth of understunding, o
trup thalt several of the minor
churncter’s fall into
Pre-apening jitters marred 8
few scenes in the final dress
rehearsal, and a few of the
sctors ocessionally  lost  the
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A touch of the 0d World, San Francisco
maritime, or even primitve Africe can be
found in Lincoln’s most unigue boutique -
The Whintle Stop. Combining artistic
reflections of Nebrasks's heritn
from the world over, The Whistle Stop offers
an unusual selection of wifts and crafrs,

To choose an Egyptian weaving, select Ttalian
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with impores

Depot Plam

sense of the churacters they
were plaving, but  as  they
become more secure in Chen
rolls, they will no  doubt

Perhaps this will also
less @ one-mun
show and more & balanded
dramatic conlflict. Regurdiess
of the minur impertections, the
play is imaginatively staged and
exciting. The over-lapping ol
insures continuity and

improve
make the play

seenes
credates o fast pace. In shightly
less than two hours pluyving

time we witness the sgonizing
strugele of & man who gives up
his very sell for thiat bitch
poddess worldly  suveess
which though setl in the distant
st performed  with  the
haunting quutity of the modern
nightmare Fhis  production

wis  wisely chosen tor  the
oulstate tow beciuse o
ullimarely proves more
relevanl nnd miore
disconcerting—than ““the
impossible  dream ol Don

Quixote or the pretentious
topicality ol Joseph Heller 1t
has the potentigl o become
the Tinest production in
summer repertory  hastory
the University ol Nebruska, but
that will happen only if Lady
Macheth amd  other  major
characters emerge  from the
shudow ol Steve Guines'
Macheth. Only then will the

tormented soul stulkmg rhe
stuge become the tragic
everyman that  Shakespeare

created and thut Rober Hall so
imaginatively aspires to revive
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cating urensiy, are served unid
all the food his been portioned

equally. 11 @ portion seems too

large it never! heless s
gocepted and  saved  to lake
home

1 s tmother iwdication of
Indlin generasity, siys Roger
Weisch,  that  everyone s
wilcomed  wt the handgame
fegst, even if he has not
dontributed food in years

aspects ot the
giltgiving custom e curious
1o non-Indinns, Gilfts may he
fiven on eredil, and i not
improper 1o ask tor change
from & gift of cash, 1t s not
uncomman  for an Indwn Lo
horrow money Tor girtgiving
PDyer recalls o swmmer
pow-wow . Macy whoen iun
Indinn  friend borrowed $50
Trovim & hank to buy gilts,

On  ocyasions ol gereal
importance, an  Omaha  may
give away all he hus, Dyer suid
e remeémbers attending &
funcral tor a respected tribal
clider, Durnng ceromomies which

Some

lpsted more than an hour, The
widow gave away Tooll, shirls,
lengths ol abri dnnving

shiuwls and cush 1o show  hey
appreciation 1o her hushand's
mouvrners, Afterwnrds she wiss
forced to sell her land to pay
for the funeral

As the customs of sharing
and par-giving inancial
problems for the Indian, so do
his traditional attitudes toward
time, saving and work. 11 the
tradition=minded Tnidiun 1ukes o
job, he aften is hundichpped by

Ll

his ea of time, “The Indiin
has a wider labitede ol
Inteness.” Roper Welsch saud
“Fle  Teels thid  being o

doesn™ muotter as long us hi
gets the job done,”

Indians themselves joke
about  “Indian  time.” Their
sacinl  events start when
everybody gets there, and no
one 15 uneasy aboul a couph
hours' delay, The Chnistmas
hindgame in  Lincoln  was
ahout two  hours  behind
schedule, Dyer siid

Another cultural influende
on the economic plight of the
Indign 18 his aeritode 1oward
saving, Dyver  believes, “The
Indinn tends to live for today,
and el tomorrow take care of
itsell .’

Among  tradittlonsaminded

Indibins iU 15 not considiraed to
ht & man's joh to work and
provide for his family. In the

old days it was the woman wio
guthered tood, and the man
wits the ceremonial head of his
family, the warrior and hunter

Although the modéern
Indian man is adopting the
brosdwinner role, the warrion is
not gone from Indinn sociely
The armed fories veteran has
the prestige once held by the
tribal  warrior, and  miny
vustoms have been altered to
honor him.

There are specinl dunces in
whith only velerans iy
purticipate. Only a veteran may
buy a feather for the headband
{worn as part of the dancing
regalia) ol @ young lemale
relgtive, such us o niece. 11 a
plece of regalia  should  Tall
durtng a dance, it is left in
pluce until the dance
linshed, Al that time, only a
VeleEan may roturn the abject
1oty owner. Handgames arg
often given 1n honor ol
returning  Indisn Gls  and
funerals Tor thos killed in
action  wre  conducted  with
grenl dercmaony

Ingdhinns show great respect
for the Amencan Hag. At the
summer  pow-wow in Macy,
there is o formal (lag-raising
every  morning conducted by
velerans, wha  ollen e
members ol the  American
L egion roditionsl  wirtion
ROTIES Are song, as well as the
Flag Song, the Omaha National
Anthem made (Omaha songs
are never written) in hanor of
Iribal membeérs 'who served in
World Wi 1, Dyer said

Symbaol of homelund

Roger Welseh suys that he at
first was puezled by the Indian
patriatism toward a
gavernment ‘which had
betrayed (hem so often. “Then
I psked someone, and T was
told that 1o the Indian the flug
i an important symbol of his
homeland.™

The sentiment
expressed l‘.‘" Clarence White,
un Omaha who is 4 member ol
the Macy School Board and an
Army  wveteran. “This s our
country  and we're going 1o
protect 11 the best way we

wis

know how,™ White said, ¢ven
a5 he orticized the Vielndm
War

Ancther Omahi institution
which is a bhlend of Indian
tradition  and  while  man’s
influence 45 the Native

American Church, which uses
Indian  rivoel  ap Christign
worship, Since the ritual

e N Wy g e .
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meludes the sacramenial use of
peyote, a dried cactus  bud
containing mescaline, the
church his been criticized by
traditional CHhristian

denominations.

The Native American
Church has many followers
among the Omaha and

Winnebago tribes, but il Is not
as common among the Sioux
tribes of the Dakotas, where
strict tradiomalists regerd 1 as 4

recent, somewhat artificial
development in Plains culture.
(1t was introduced in the

Nebraska tribes in about 1911
hy southern tribes.)

Because ol these criticisms
members ol  the Native
American Church ure reluctant
to discuss it But in 1962, Dyer
not only was invited to an
all-night prayer meeting, bui
permitted to deseribe the ritual
in a series of articles Tor the
L.incaln Star

Prayer services are held in
tipi when the wenther pérmits
Participants kneel or sit in a
throughout the might,
singing prayer songs in the
ODmaha  langubge Praye:
vigarettes gre passed during the
night, in keeping with the
traditionn that  smoke  helps
cirry the prayers upwird,

According 1o Dyer,
“Particpants n the  all-night
ceremanies commaonly cal
four ol the peyole butions
rituglly, and may teke more hy
preference during the night

Saored wrticles used in the
cugle fenthors

virele

seryvice inclode

and #n vagle bone whistle, a
gourd ratthe, a stokl
symbolizing  Chnst, cedar

burned for everlusting life, Vire,
water, and food for celebrating
communion 41 the morning

conclusion of the prayer
service

Pyer described Lhe
ceremony #s having [
reverence and a solemnity

equalling or surpassing any
other church service, and with
# kind of informality bused on
the fact that the actions are
individual

In Macy, a school board of
Indian patents working with
curriculum  coordinator Mrs
Loretta Mickel of Linvoln and
School Supt, Simon Orta, has
instigated  the teaching  of
Indian traditions in  the
clementary  school, Duncing
crafts, tribal myths, and the
Omaha langoage are taught by
members of the tribe

Generous Man Holds High Status Among Plains Indians

At the University of
Nebraska, Indian students have
formed an organization to
promote their culture, They
study tribal myths and legends
in their spare time and have
asked the University to allow
them 1o fulllill the foreign
language requirement by
studying tribal languages.

Indians in  Lincoln and

Omahs  maintain  (raditional
socinl  activities such as the
weekly handghmes. Indian

venters in both cities prm«xde 4
base for social action tind
cultural getivity, In Lincoln the

Little Warriors Chab,  the
Lincaln Indian Club and the
Gourd Society, a dancing
society of the Omaha tribe,

help 1o keep the Indian way
altve
Summer pow-wows, which
are days of danving, ceremony
and reunion, have always heen
important to the widely
seatiered Plains Indians, bul to
vounger Indins toduy they sre
a time of renewal, # time to
reattirm their “Indisn-ness™
Some change desirable
Mithew Sheridan, & young

Omaha who s  community
organizer  for the Lincoln
[ndian  Center, said, “The

Indinn will have to adapl some
of the white man's wiys 1o gt
along in his workd, bul we will
kKeep otr identity '

Me sees that some changes
in ottitade ure  desirable,
however “The extreme
dependency on relatives s nol

good. The voung Indian should
lewrn 1o stand on his own two
feet

Sheridan also savs thiat the
position of elders us leaders of
the community 1s changihg s
the vounger members of the
tribe seek o mor: active voice
in impraving the conditions of
the Indian

Welsch his o suggestion for

the white man's side of the
calturyl  adjustment: It is
wrrogint to assume thal ouar
culture 18 superior in_ all
pspects, Non-Indians need to

he hetter educated to
understand the Indians.
Perhaps the maost impressive

aspect ol the Indian  way,
Welsch  savs i the Indians’
lorgiveness ol the white man.
“Thiey huve every reason 1o
despise s, but white peaple
are  always welcome, We
constantly wviolate their tribal
etiquette, vet they are

unwilling to embarass us.”
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