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Reverse cultural shock

How does an ex-Peace Corps volunteer see America’

Lyvnn Beck, a senior in agriculture, gives his views. He spent

two vears in El Salvador and plans to return
to Cenrral America after graduation.

by LYNN BECK

Considerable time 15 spent
onentating the Peace Corps
trainee on culture shock. or the
apid adjiustiment (o sharply
different customs and
surroundings. Much of the
roughness s filed from the
edges of culture shock by the
ume the voluntess & in his new
country. However. it s ofien
forgotten that in two or three
vears the volunteer becomes so
well adiusted 1o the unusual
that the usual fades deep
mio the pasi

Often. little tvme is
consumed by terminating
volunieers to reorientate
themselves (o the old world
This s fertile soil for another
kind of culture shock-reverse
culture shock

REVERSE CULTURE
shock s often the more
senous. One & retuming to hs
“old stomping grounds™ where
one would expect to be able 10
relate to omes people and
customs. But n spite of shanng
a common language and
culture, one has not shared
with these people the radicaliy
different expenences for the
Last two or three vears

But how does one relate ths
reverse culture shock. or 2 new
awareness. to other people? It
s caused by having fechngs
deeply mgrzmed in  oneself |
feclings based om two wears
expenience of mienuwe hving
Is it possble to feel without
first experiencing”

Reverse calture shock s not
Emited omly 1o retumn Prace
Corps Volunteers. Soldewers and
otiier people who bve overseas
for extended pemods also liwe
. but my comments will be

pero. * and stop. Then,
“Con petmiso” as | ghded
between people. This lasted for
some ume. Even weeks later
when | was enrolled at the
University. a fnend would
meet me on the sdewalk and
greet me. “Hi” My mouth
would open with the intent of
answening him. but all that
would Come was e¢rither.
“Adios” or "Que te vaya
bien”

Upon leaving the arport
many things astomshed me. |
was appalled by the abundance
of public services available
There were several dnve-ins on
each block. laundromats, dry
cleaners. huge supermarkets.
shopping centers, and more
American than Japanese
vehicies. Ths brought my
atfention to the wide streeis
with luxunous Amencan cars
parked on cach ssde Ample
sidewzlks were attractively
covered by welldressed people
walking the sireets Even
women weanng slacks and
shoris were numerous. It
looked like the aty was
populated exclusively by
zffluent tounsts

The suburbs were inundated
in elaborste houses At the
time. it seemed that the owners
must all have karge farms
worked by explonied peasants
How could any spectrum ol
people be so wide. and vet so
marrow. so colorful and vet so
distasteful” How unnecessary il
B to waste so much badly
peceed <apital onmly to
luxunousiy shelter your body

AND THE LAWNS' Onaly
the exceedingly rich could be
so wasteful Mazny lawms were

larger than some of my

The suburbs were
inundated in elaborate
houses. At the time, it
seemed that the owners

must all have large

farms

worked by exploited

peasanis.

limited 10 persomnal
EXPETENIES

I BEGAN to fed msecure
upon emtermg the Houston
airport—my first fime oOm
Umited States sol in over two
years. | was overwhelmed by
hearing everyome speak
Exgind Only Spesish phrases
were In my mund makomg
comversstion difficelt. When |
approsched somecne 1o speak
I would stan 1o say, “Pardon

peasants’ farm (of those who
bad farms). and they had Larpe
famdies 10 sapport. Green and
watdless bwms, posable omly
by huge applications of
fertilizers and herbacudes, used
with bttle understanding of
bow mech com, or beans. or
bamanas ome could produce
with that seme jernilirer and
herbacades. What extravagance’
They teke lind and fertilizer,
both badly meeded for food

production. and dnnk Scotch
while grilling thick steaks on
it--while others struggle lor
simple survival,

When | retumed to my
family and friends. | found a
communications gap What
could 1 talk about? | thought
that after not seeing each other
for so long that 1 would not
guit talking for davs, but | was
wrong. | began to resent them

They were fully clothed and
came in a car with air
conditioning to meel me at the
airport. Should people have air
conditioning and huge lawns

an entire napkin lor each
person at every meal. In other
areas such waste 1s
inconceivable. A napkin was
split into four pieces, unless it
was a special occasion with a
special guest. then hali a
napkin was generally used

How can | explain the dirt
floors and shoeless feet,
landless and hungry people, to
someone with carpets. clothes.
and land: How can | relate
seeing 2 bomber fymng over.
then a highter darting after i,
tollowed by smoke and flames
on the honzon where the bomb

We have an entire

napkin for each person at
every meal. In other areas
such waste is inconceivable.
A napkin was split into
four pieces, unless it was a
ial occasion with a
special guest, then half a
napkin was generally used.

while others smply cannot
feed themsehes? | began to feel
the Ciwvil War beng fought
inside of me; half supporting
the North and half the South

I see mo wrong m having
money. but | do i msusing it
People do not get assasinated
for just having money, bul
they have for using it unwisely
Might this also apply to
countries?

ARRIVING 2t our house, |
found ® redecorated. Afier
Iving in onc small room with
dot peching constantly from
the mud walls and flies buzning
and burying themselves desp
mede. 2 whoie house seemed
bike 2 palace | was used to dint
floors with entire familics
Iving m one or two small
rooms separaled by a hanging
blanket

How were thoss people
different from my family?
They both worked hard They
both were rural people. Why
did one menit a huge house
with carpeting. refngerator,
siereo, piano, television,
runmung hot and cold water,
and the other 2 simple dint
floor covered by anm
mecct-infested grass voof, and
bitle more betweoen them?

in the Umnited States, we
have passed the day where we
struggled o put “a chicken m
every pot”. We now even have
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floated lazily to its mark and
exploded. And f{inally the
refugees trudgng mio town
carrving their possessions with
them. clinging tightly to
mfants, some wiath parts of
their bodies badly bandaged o
masang How can people on
their way 10 an air-<conditioned
church in an air conditioned

car dressed in 2 suit with freshiv

polished shoes understand,
especially when their tax
moncy made those bombs and
pianes posssble

RETURNING 10 the
University was a continuation
of my frustrations. | hived in 2
dormutory. To me o was a
mansion compared with the
small rooms lit by a single bulb
with only a2 cot fora bed and 2
very small closet with no doors
on R. stains on the ceiling
marked where ramn dnpped to
the floors. The food here was
excellent. but | heard people
senously complamning that they
had fed thewr ddgs better food
than that | would try not to
hear, but | did. And another
would complain that he had
bhown his car’s engine the nighi
briore and his “old man™ had
better put 2 bigger one m if the
nexl hime, of else

And coeds., heavy In
make-up, 2 wig, or tinted hair,
and with 2 different dress every
mommng znd afternoon ambie

- New awareness

about as if therr mvesiments
improved their personalities or
minds. To me, they appeared
to be glass China dolls
Something to look at and
admire from a distance. and
then to place on a high shell in
a corner. This would prevent

to an equal portion of the
world’s natural resources; Why
should a hard working
American college student be
able to drive a sports car when
another hard working college
student elsewhere cannot even
nde a bicycle?

How much longer can

this fish bowl survive in

the world ocean with the
fish beginning to stare in
from the outside, wondering
why they are on the

outside?

their delicate, and superficial
beauty from being marred by
the everyday living mn the
world of realitv. Thev seem 10
be deeply submerged in then
simple and glamorous game of
life.

On a recent field tnp, our
class was to take a Unnersiny
bus. As we filed towards the
bus. it drew vanous comments
from the students. such a
“Now | can see why we had 1o
pay fifteen cents insurance’”
And when the students had 10
dismount and push in order 10
start it, that brought even more
derogatory remarks, :zlthoush
perhaps jokingly. And |
thought of all the counn
extension agents m Laun
America who have apphed
weeks in advance for such 2
bus m order to make 2 field
trip. and were usualiy
disappointed when thenr
request was demed for lack
such a bus Or the lacul
cxpression of my fice’
agronomist and home
economist when, afler sy
years, they finally recewved
transportation. a 1953 M«
panel truck. To ws i was
imousine

‘ h a ¥V e o 11 & n
asked mysclf the question 7l
the United States hiving m the
reality of the world? Or have
we created our own latk
world, our own little fish bow|
protecting those within. 2ad 1o
hell with those that zre sot
lucky enough 1o be within the
articicially imposed ghs
wall?™ How much longer cn
this fish bow! survive ™ the
world ocean with the fih
beginning to stare in from the
outsade, wondening why the
are on the outside” Why ™ What
did we do to deserve the wse of
60 per cent of the word’
nalural resources? Docs bang
born into this world allow one
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| grew rapidly tired of
textbook problems giving rise
to textbook questions, and
being solved by textbook
answers, all accomplished

neatly and quickly without -

leaving the classroom. And
then being measured by some
irrelevent  dipstick called an
exam. What does it mean to get an
A B or C? Does it mean that 1
will make 90 per cent, 80 per
cent, or 70 per cent as much
money as another. Or that |
will know 90 per cent as much
as | should to be a success, or
happy? Or that | will help 80
per cent as many people to
produce enough food to eat as
I should?

Somchow this seemed so
remole. so solated from the
real situation. In some cases, it
appeared to be a totally
urelevent. mmtellectual game

THE PROBLEMSassociated
with reverse culture shock are
difficulties from not being able
to adpst ones values withmn
cach culiure as rapidly as one
can travel from one culture to
another What follows s a
double standard of values. The
new awarencss that iving a
double standard enciles in one
s never lost

To ome. poverty may be not
having a car. to others it 1s not
having enough food (o meet
the body’s basic demands. To
transfer a person from one
culture to another different
culture would encite culture
shock, and after a period of
tume o return him to his
ongimal culture wouid bring
about reverse culture shock

Where will this awareness
lead?” More irrelevent
textbooks? Questions and
conflicts” Answers and peace?
Or just tomorrow
unchanged?
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Questions Buckley

Dear editor,

Mr. Buckley's opinions
expressed in “The New Chinz”
in the The Dailv Nebraskan of
Aprii 28 are a bunch of BS.
What does he know? After all.
aren’t Americans famous for
their naivety and ignorance?

By
Know-more-than-you-do

Calls poster sexism

Dear Editor,

The sponsors of the Up and
Atom Peace Festival obviously
attempted to create a poster
that would attract attention to
sell tickets to make money.
The poster’s obvious
attraction: a bare-breasted

young woman. The appeal. of
course, being 1o males. And the
promise of “good times™ to be
had at the UP Festival defined
in exclusively male terms. How
do you know it's going to be
“good times?"" Because of that
semi-nude good vibes ““chi”
on the poster? The media is the
message. Hip sexism is still
sexism.
Kathy Berkheim
Joe L. Oison

Congratulates J.J.

Dear Editor.

The fieidhouse has won.
At the same time,
congratulations to Gov. Exon.
Why? He isn’t, at least, “a
pawning, sneaking, and
flattering hypocrite, that will
do. or be, anything for his own

advantage.”
Sudhir Bijanki
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