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by Carol Goetschius

A young gwi single and pregmant, wails in the airport
lobby_. There™s 2 doctor in New York who can help her
It's 2 long way to travel alone. She's unsure.

What options are open 10 2 [7-yearold woman, two
morths pregnant, foo young fo g2t mammed, unable to
support a chuld. afraxd to ket her parents know and too
alone to face an mtolerant socwety?

Aborion seems 10 be the casy way out of 2 desperate
sizatoa.

Yet, there are grester fifelong repercussions that
abortion coumselors do mot discuss. and in this way.
oftea fail their clicats, according to Rev. Raymond B
Hasa

The psychological effect of an abortion, the burden
of gl s something abortion counsclors scldom have (o
contend with, commented the frank  sofi-spoken priest

For sewvem vyears, Father Haim was pastor of the
Newman Center, the Catholic Ceater on campus. The
47-vearold pmest was tramsferved to Lincoln's Sacred
Heart Church last june becase of the exocsave demands of
2 campus chusch on 2 priest.

Although cxch caw and reaction i differeat, m his
years of counselng Father Haun found that 3 woman
distressed sbout her abortion uvssally ks the same
guestion” “l have been mstromestal in killing 2 human
life. What do [ do mow?™

Perhaps the guilk comes from wicksting the socul
sorm o from 2 rehpous-moral reverence for life, but m
cither cawe (he woman feels 2 meed w0 share her
self reprosch with someone. be saad

Sometimes she’ll come alome, sometimes the
boviriend comess with ber Usmallv one dscussson =
eacugh (o releve her mper anxicty, sometimes il fakes
lomper. Father Hain added

An shbortion can hort mot omly the womas's
self-image but her reltionsbhup with her parents as well
Father Hamn spoke of a famiy split by decp hostilities
when the parents found oot that thewr daughier had an
boaton

The gai became bitter and totally aliensted from her
parcats, partly because of ber feckings of gult.

There cam also be long-lasting medical probiems from
as sbortion which hasa't been done properiy, be saxd

“Does 2 doctor i New York really case about a2
17ycarold gl from Nebraska with an uswanted
pregmancy”?” be mid. move 33 2 stalement than 2
gussinon

Abortion Ba'l sech 2 casy answer when the needs of
the whole person, mow and m the future, are taken nto
account, Father Hatn sasd

An
ugly

solution

“Abortion is an ugly way to solve a problem.”

But. there are no easy outs, according to Father Hain.
He spoke of the Christian tradition of the sacredness of
human life and the reverence for life which is part of
Western culture.

“Men are often 2 burden to one another.” It would
be easier to solve the problem by killing, he said. “But
we have to suffer grave inconveniences for someone
else’s nght to hive.” .

Perhaps if society were more charitable, if it provided
somewhere for the girl to solve her problem with
dignity. then she wouldn't have to face that airplane
tnp. he suggested.

“Many girls get an abortion because they don’t know
what else to do™.

The priest toid of a voung girl who, on the morning she
was to leave for New York, decided that she couldn’t do
it. She came to Father Hain and together they decided
she would contact an agency for unwed mothers.

But, presswre from famidy and fnends put the girl on
the plane to New York afterall. As is usually the case,
shie felt relieved that it had solved her problem, Hain
said.

It’s upsetting to think that even when the girl steps
on the plne, she doesn't know what she really wants,
declared Father Ham. One half-hour session with an
sbortion counselor sa't nearly enough time to explore
all the options and the special needs of the girl.

Father Hain proposed that counseling be handled
professionally in a chain of sessions with a doctor,
psychiatrist, the girl and her pareats. The first concern
should be for the child’s life. he said.

Long associated with young people, Father Hain
believes that many more girls would decide to have the
child if they were aware of all the possibilities. The
greatest prewsure on the unwed mother is her fear for
proper care of the child once it’s born, he added.

Additional pressure comes from the intolerance of
society. However, placement in 2 home outside the local
communily “would compensate for the lack of chanty,”
he suggested.

If. after counseling, an abortion was still wanted, then
“I'd know she wasa't doing n because of fear or on
impuise. She knows the options.” said Father Hain.

“] really believe in that personal freedom bit.” he
declared. and he would refer a gl to a doctor where she
could get proper care if she couldn™t be dissuaded from
an aborhon.

A frequent speaker in Biology 3 classes, Father Hamn
is an outspoken critic of Bberalized abortion laws. He
caid he favors legalized abortion only when the mother’s
Efe s physcally threatened.

If the law requires only the mother and doctor’s
comsent. then it's dodging responsibility to the unbom
child. the parents of the girl and the girl’s future needs,
ke continmed “The bw © imadequate if these arem’l
taken imto account.”™

Abortion arguments involve the question: Is the fetus
always 2 human bemng. and if not, at what point does it
become so?

The Catholic chiurch takes the stand that the fetus s 2
human being from the moment of conception, Father
Hain said_ and this will remain their stand until scientific
evidence proves otherwise.

Liberalizing abortion kiws hasn't solved the problem
of “butchers,” be declared. There are just as mamy illegal
sbortions in New York now as before their law was
Eberalized, Father Hain added.

The answer Bes in 2 more tolerant sociely, in s€X
education for the young and concern for the total needs
of the mother, be continued. Killing the child is not an
amswes at z2ll. It destroys the concept of the sacredness of
life and perhaps the seif-respect of the mother as well.
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