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Catch-22: what’s right, humane, sane?

Fiim Comment
by GARY HILL
You've got to read the book
to understand the flashbacks,
someone said behind me.
What is the book, a manual?
Or an airstrip like I thought?
An airstrip — Mike Nichols
and Buck Henry and the
cameraman Watkins lift the
film Catch-22 like a screaming
desert bomber up into the heat
on wings all its own.

The film is sensation.

And anyway, flash back to
what and forward where?

stock fusing out to nothing but
projector light.

This is a film. The medium is
light.
Unfortunately, there still

lingers as a side effect of shat-
tering literature into
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open wounds of friends in a
condition of total

The machinery is in motion,

aanitics‘cxpand, the o017

there.
His friends die off, are hack-
ed in half, or suicide

light strobing like
head or rotor blades — enough
make Yossarian stick, but
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Within the bureaned drawers
of governmental madness,
Yossarian is alternately
clagsified same and insame —
whatever is currenatly
calculated to perpetuate the
system. Sanc or imsane ac-
cording te the Caich, beth
labels working like inventery
tags fo keep him
drawer.
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the ceaseless bombing rums.
Their hands are tied, their
shut off — Catch-22.

What right did the MPs have
to gut an Italian whorehouse
and recycleindependent
whores into Mile’s black
market enterprises? Catch-
2

Catch-22 is not only the name
of the error, the snag keeping
everyone enmeshed and
mindless in the system, it is
also the name of the

regenerative force for duplica-
tion and expansion within the
order.
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Milo transforms himself from
a hershey-hawking GI to the
dictatorial top man of a black
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