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THE DAILY NEBRASKAN

Commentary
Wednesday, March 20, 1958

Political
maneuvers

Choice ‘68 began quietly last fall as an invita-

tion from Time Inc. the University to par-
ticipate in a college presidential primary this
Spring.
- Since then it needlessly has developed into a
controversial issue, which has been completely
blown out of rtion due to the political man-
ASUN
Electoral Commission.

A few weeks ago the Senate executives re-
fused to in Choice ‘68. No one knows
why they refused as they never submitted any
valid reasons for their objections.

. Then the free-thinking Student Senate by a
slim majority also vetoed Choice ‘68, and again
the reasons for the vote were Indicrous.

The main argument for rejecting the primary
seemed to be that Choice ‘68 would detract
the Nebraska presidential primary.
the student interest emthusiasm aroused for Choice
*68 would stir student action in the May 14 pri-

The students formed a coordinating committee
and selected April 10 to hold Choice ‘68 so the pri-
mary would correspond with ASUN elections and
insure a large turnout.

The students however. received a succinct let-
ter from the Electoral commission refusing to al-
low the primary to be held April 10. Not one rea-
son was listed for the refusal.

The coordinating commitiee is rejecting the
commission’s decision and will conduct Choice ‘68
on April 10 as scheduled.

The Committee also denies that the Student
Senate even has jurisdiction over Choice “68.

First the primary will not be held under the
auspices of ASUN.

_ Secondly there is a clause in the ASUN con-
stitution which states that Senate may “schedule
all student elections of general interest, not ex-
cluding those for contests sponsored by subordin-
date organizations.” The electoral commission
posecdly is using this clause as proof of ASUN

It is disgusting that a few powerful Senate
members have placed impediments before Choice
‘68 for what could only be personal and political

Cheryl Tritt

A needed addition

Editor’s mete: The following article is con-
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The price of domestic peace

tions of our society that Is un-

available to, say, the reader
“Man-

The Keorner Report on the
riots last summer is likely to
engage the attention of a gen-
eration of politicians and mor-
alists as the central document
of the period, accounting for
our revoluticpary summers
and laving the blame for them
squarely on the culprit — our
old friend. honkey.

Floyd McKissick, the direc-
tor of CORE, was made a hap-
py man, perhaps for the first
time in his tortured life,
“We're on our way to reach-
ing the moment of truth,” he
said exultantly. “It’s the first
time whites have said, ‘We're
racists.”" And then, the typi-
cal American response: buy
your way out. Two-million new
jobs. six-million new housing
units, vast educational pro-
grams. welfare, anti-poverty,
you pame it

Now there is a very good
case for trying very hard %o
improve the lot of the Negro
in America. But it has noth-
ing to do with summer riot-
ing. A few years ago, our mor-
alists used to tell us that the
way to curb Communism
abroad was to increase wel-
fare at home, a most tortu-
ous non-sequitur, it being su-
premely immaierial to the

Communists how much wel-
fare we enjoy in America.

Rioting in the ghetlo s
merely the slum variant of
what Drs. Martin Luther King,
Benjamin Spock, and Wik
liam Sloane Coffin are busily

engaged in doing, to the ap-
plause of a significant sector
of the intellectual community.
The riot in Detroit was mere-
Iv a proletarian version of
well-fed well-housed white stn.
dents preventing McNamara
from at Harvard, or
a police car from leaving the
premises of the University of
California.

One would have thought that
the old stomach-argument
about how to prevent riots
would have died for intellect-
ual undernourishment after
the riots in New Haven and
Detroit, model cities from the
positivist point of view which
guided the thinking of the Ker-
per Commission. What
caused the riots isn't segrega-
tion or poverty or frustration.
What caused them is a psy-
chological disorder which is
tearing at the ethos of society
as a result of boredom, self-

Perspeclive on Prose

New writing forum limited

New American Review s a
litera:v magazine in the form
of a paperback book: in.

and i writers
which 2 American

is not.

The introd statement
by the editor, Theodore Solo-
tarofi, states

armiving rather than those
who are departing or standing
still: but we are also commit-
ted to good writing and do
not plan to whore after the
young and the wild or to pub-
lish material merely because
its like has never before been
seen on land or sea.

magazine restricts itself to the
more conventional “academ-
ic" writers, ignoring the
school of Ginsberg and Bur-
roughs entirely.

hatred, and the arrogant con-
tention that all our shortcom-
ings are the results of other
people’s aggressions upon us,

The Kerner Commission is
committing the same mistake
that the Freedom Nowers com-
mitted beginning a decade or
so ago. All those civil rights
bills, all those Supreme Court
rulings, all the heaving about
for forced integration: wvery
good arguments can be made
to defend that activity.

But once again, they are nol
justified as bringing Freedom
Now. and the high expecta-
tions cultivated by the dreamy
rhetoric of Martin Luther
King standing at the Lincoln
Memorial in 1963 bred only
frustration and resentment,
not composure and faith.

We need St. Paul, counsel-
ling patience and forbear-
ance, and reminding us that
true justice is reserved for an-
other world; not the agnostic
utopianism of those who tell
us how Congress can vole in
paradise.

The Commission, so far as
one is able to judge, has
added nothing at all to one's
knowledge of the imperfec-

ception being a series of four
poems by Gunter Grass who
is peither new nor Amerl-
can). One of these, “The Jel-
lied Pigs Head", is the most
grisly thing 1 have ever read.

The only really good short
story in the collection is by
established

ally of campus literary maga-
zine quality (and I've seen bet-
ter in Serip.)

The bright spot of the mag-
azine Is its

it
i
" HE

Last week, Negro sociolugist
Harry Edwards said: “I'm for
splitting up in twos and threes,
killing the mayor, getting the
utilities and poisoning the wa-
ter.” And last week Robert
Bly, the poet, on receiving the
National Book Award, saiud:
* . . It turns out (America)
can put down a revolution as
well as the Russians in Buda-
pest., we can destroy a town
as well as the Germans at
Lidice, all with our famous un-
concern . . . In an age of gross
and savage crimes by legal
governments, the institutions
will have to learn responsibili-
ty, learn to take their part m
preseiving the nation, and take
their risk by committing acts
of disobedience.™

The prohlem is bi-racial,
and nothing said by the Ker-
per Commission is relevant to
its solution,

mann, covering lngmar Berg-

There are two essays on
Marshall McLuhan, one
scholarly and the other a sort
of forced attempt at wit (Mc-
Luhan becomes *“McLu-
han'). Nat Hentofi's “Re-
flections on Black Power™ is

Ca]ifornia third party action

(CPS) — After assuring it-

be on the ballot in other
states. However, a peace and
freedom ticket, with Dick
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is former Free Speech Move-
ment leader Mario Savie. Sa-
vio announced last week thal
he is a State Senate
seat on the and Free-
ticket
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Legacy of fear

The glowing prosperity one sees in Western
Eurore today masks a legacy of deep hatreds and
fears from World War II. Time and again in con-
versations with Europeans, the subject of the War
came up. The older people spoke of their personal
experiences. The vounger ones told the stories
heard from their parents. The common theme run-
ning through all the conversations was a strong
anti-German sentiment. Let me illustrate with
three personal experiences.

The vouth nostel on the edge of Florence is an
old villa once owned by a prince. It is large and
held over 200 people g my stay last summer.
One evening after dinner, a folk singing fest
started on the lawn. A crowd of over 100 gathered.
They were young, students, and repre-
sented all the countries of Western Europe.

The group seemed to be having a good time
singing songs known to all young whatever
their language or nation, A warm of friend-
ship spread through the dngn An [Italian led
the songs, and French, Canadians, Germans, and
Americans followed his lead.

The singing stopped and someone started to
call out the names of the countries represented.
Each time a nation was named, all those present
from that country cheered. France, ., Ameri.
ca, all were velled for in their turn. when
someone called out the name Germany, there was
a mom silence followed by some booing.
Keep in that those present were mainly stu.
dents in their late teens or early twenties.

My second experience comes from a hitchhiking
tour across Switzerland. I was riding with a Swiss
school teacher, a man in his early thirties. We
were on the highway from Interlakken to
Bern. A car passed us the letter D affixed
next to its license plate. The D stood for Deutsch-
land (Germany) and was typical of the letter
plates on many European cars to indicate its na.
tional origin.

My driver could speak only Swiss German. but
when he saw the D on the car, he said in broken

today towards the German and the Ger-
man people. the achieved by
the Common Market and the vastly ’lncreased

one country to another, there remains a legacy of
mistrust of Germany,

Twenty-three years have passed since the end
of World War II. That seems like a long time to
someone who has lived only 21 years. But 23 years
is 100 chort a time to wipe out the wrongs and
horrors of the past. People remember injustice
and the memory is passed on to their children.

Does time heal all wounds? I think not.

Rodney Powell

.
Spring song

It was a marvelous day, straight out of “Mary
Poppins or “The Sound of Music” or such like
joyful pictures. A day full of cream-colored ponies
and bright woolen mittens — vou know what 1
mean — a nice day, in toto (You all know Teto
—Tonto's illigitimate son).

Anyway, that was the situation (“have vou
ever seen the grass so green or a bluer sky”

the scene, take your pick) I must
:{iti‘:’it fine folks out there what [ in
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