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Editor's Note: The following story was written after
editor, Marilyn Hoegemeyer, returned from the

Gemini

7

launching.

By Marilyn Hoegemeyer
CAPE KENNEDY
In an ornithologist's
haven where 232 breeds of birds build their
nests
the big bird, Gemini 7, rose from its
nest of steel toward a world record
14 days
in space.

America's latest star bird was designed
for sterile, airless space. But the nest from
which Gemini 7 rose in an orange cloud of
smoke is a combination of science of the future
and primeval swamp that would have left even
Jules Verne with his mouth agape.
While Astronauts Frank Borman and
James A. Lovell, Jr., made space history, the
technicians they left behind at a Florida swamp
called Kennedy continued to toss food from
their lunchboxes to granddaddy alligator. It's
a happy arrangement. The men toss crusts to
the gator. He eats the crusts. But other than
that they both leave each other alone.
NOT SO FAR AWAY on Merritt Island
another crawler
a giant
e
wide
creature is being tested in preparation
for one of the toughest hauling jobs in the history of man.
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Its job: to hoist and carry to the launching
pad the Saturn V moon rocket, a monster,
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which at 12,000,000 pounds weighs 2,000,000
pounds more than the people who will crowd
the Orange Bowl stadium to see the Cornhusk-er- s
battle with Alabama on New Year's Day.
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And the crawler's burden will be tall, 360
feet only 40 feet less than the towering State
e
Capitol Building. The
asphalt roads
could not compete with this giant hulk of metal.
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The lugs tore at the roadway leading to the
launch pad until bed rock formed thousands
of years ago was shipped in, broken up and
packed on the crawler's path.
While Gemini 7 in six minutes reached its
orbit at a speed of 17,586 miles an hour, the
crawler creeps at one mile an hour.
BUT AS IT CREEPS it frightens the thousands of birds who nest on the Cape, a bird
sanctuary. A bald eagle disturbed because of
roadway construction moved her nest across
the road to a knarled, leafless tree away from
the activity, but in better view of the launches,
as the Cape men have observed.

Perhaps it is only fitting that as the symbol of our country moved her homesite so the
men at the Cape are building a new nest
the
moon rocket assembly building
a structure
which because of its height can make its own
weather.
It is possible that clouds could collect in
the 525 foot tall building causing rain to fall.
It is 129,000,000 cubic feet and covers eight
acres of ground that was once just a part of the
103,000-acr- e

island swamp.

The Cape Kennedy and Merritt Island
area is many things:

It

is a myriad

of wires and bolts and
metals, solid and liquid fuel storage vaults,
crisscrossing roads which connect the launching pads.

It is a place where workmen share lunch
with a granddaddy alligator, where eagles nest,
where snakes crawl.
And it is a place with a primeval past from
which the United States launches its probes

into the future.
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. . . Gemini 7 leaves its steel nest for a 14 day fly in the sky. (NASA Photo)
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Choral Union To Present
'Messiah7 For Christmas

Junior Women

Committee Examines Need
For Recreation Facilities

Lincoln independent women
may pick up the Junior Women Questionnaire for Mortar
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Junior Debators
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YMCA To Interview

Chairman Candidates
Interviews for the position
of chairman of the
Freshman Weekend will b?
held in Nebraska Dec. 8 and
9, from 6:30 p.m. until 8 p m.
This year, unlike past years,
there will be only one chairman instead of two
men. An assistant will also
be selected from among the
interviewers and will be a
member of the opposite organization as that of the
YM-YWC-

chairman.
Those interested may sign
up for interviews and fill out
information sheets available
in the YWCA office 235B
and return them by 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 8.

