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EDITOR'S NOTE: This
article by University Regis-
trar Floyd Hoover first ap-
peared in the COLLEGE
AND UNIVERSITY, The
Journal of the American As-
sociation of Collegiate Reg-
istrar's and Admissions Of-
ficers, Winter 1964. It ap-
wearcd under the (title of
“Some Effects of Mailing
Grade Distributions o Fac-
ulties.”

By Floyd Hoover

Over a period of years it
was observed that some
courses, especially on the
freshmen - sophomore level
had consistently high rates
of failure, Conversely, the
grades in some other courses
were consistenly much high-
er than others.

In an attempt to bring
these discrepancies to light,
grade distributions were set
up by department and by
individual ¢ 1 a s 5 e s within
each department. A copy
was always mailed to the
department chairman and
to their respective de an s.
Whether or not the informa-
tion was used by depart-
ments to any great extent
is not known. It is definite-
ly known, however, that
there was little or no
exchange of information
across college lines. It is
probably, too, that there
was little exchange of in-
formation among depart-
ments within the same col-
lege. The net effect was,
therefore, less than had
been hoped ior.

The distribution of grades
of service courses such as
mathematics and English
is a matter of importance
to the colleges they serve.
If grades, particularly in
specific service courses, are
used as one eriterion for ad-
missibility into a college,
they become extremely im-
portant, Because of exces-
sively low grades, one de-
partment can cause a de-
crease in the enrollment
in the college. This actual-
ly happened at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska unmtil the
facts were brought fo light.

During the past five years
grade distributions have
been mailed to each faculty
member at the end of each
semester showing the dis-
tributions of grades in all
freshman and sophomore
courses enrolling 70 or more
students. These distributions
have been set up in terms
of courses and not individ-
ual classes. Mention should
be made that distributions
of grades by individual class
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This chart is a part of a set of grade distributions

sections are still being
mailed out to department
chairman and to the ap-
propriate college deans.

By definition of the Uni-
versity Senate, grades of 9
and 8 approximate A;
grades of 8 and 7 approxi-
mate B; grades of 5 and 4
approximate C; 3 and 2,
D; and 1 equals failure.
The distribution of grades
in the aggregate do not
bear this out, but the def-
inition still stands.

Three symbols which are

somewhat unique to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska are 0,
P, and X. The symbol O
indicates Incomplete; P in-
dicates Passed but not
Graded (used only on the

checked to determine if the
pattern of skewing is mni-
form in the course or is
caunsed by on® or more in-
structors teaching the same
course. Should the latter be

Graduate level); and X in- the case, the Undergraduate
dicates dropped or with- Council of Deans always
drew in good standing. asks for explanations.

If grade disiributions Sometimes an Instructor’s

show decided skews to eith-
er the right or left, distri-
butions of individual class
sections can easily be

teaching load is shifted if
his grading appears to be
excessively high or exces-
sively low.
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mailed to faculty members.

As one direct result of
mailing grade distributons
to all faculty members, a
course which has been open
to freshmen was upgraded
to sophomore level. It was
discovered that even top
quarter freshmen were
earning low grades in com-

tition with students who
E:d had a year or more of
background.

Another course was re-
examined in the light of the

e s —
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in the summer nebraskan.”

More students are begin-
ning college this summer and
more are continuing their ed-
ucation during the summer.

According to the Association
of State Universities and
Land-Grant Colleges:

At Pennsylvania State Uni-

versity, nearly one-fourth of
the 1964 entering freshmen-
over 1,000—began their stud-

|ies this summer. And Louisi-

ana State University found
that 27 per cent more fresh-
men began academic life this
summer than last summer.
The University of Minnesota
offered a complete orientation
program for the first time for

sity in either of the two sum-
mer terms. “The e

orientation program,” says a
University official, “l.:y de-
signed to meet a recognized
need for providing the sub-
stantial number of students
who do star{ the University in
summer the same opportunit
to become introduced to wuni-
versity life as those who en-
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freshmen entering the univer-|i

More Students Beginning
College During Summer

roll during the regular aea-
demie year.”

Last year, just under 200
Minnesota freshmen entered
in the summer and the in-
creased number of this year's

high school graduates has
swelled the group of entering
freshmen.

Studies at both Minnesota
and the University of Wiscon-
sin found that perform-
ance of freshmen who entered
in the summer compared fa-
vorably with that of those who
entered in th2 fall. At Wiscon-
sin, the men grade-point av-
erage for freshmen “in a typ-
cal summer’ was 2.43, com-
pared to 2.19 in a first se-
mester. The Wisconsin study
also found that freshman who
entered in the summer “‘con-
tinued to do at least as well
as their classmates the next
semester.”

The Minnesota study, al-
though not specifying grade-
point average, found that
freshmen entering in the sum-
mer of 1963 ‘‘performed as
well or better from the stand-
point of grades earned” than
freshmen entering In  Fall
1062. “It would appear from
this study that these studenis
were not disadvantaged by
the rapid pace of the summer
sesslon,” the Minnesota offi-
cial commented.

A sampling of six state and
land-grant institutions shows
a considerable overall in-
crease in summer enroll-
ments. At Wisconsin, enroll-

ment in the new 12-week Sum- | dents

At Clemson College, summer
enrollment reached a ten-year
peak—1532 this year, com-
pared with 1,347 last summer. |

At Louisiana State Univer-

sity, the total summer enroll-
ment of 10,000 equalled the to-
tai fall enrollment on the
campus seven years ago. The
University of Arkansas found
a five per cent increase in
summer enrollment and the
University of North Carolina
summer enrollment is ex-
pected to equal the 10415 en-
rolled in the Spring semester
just completed.

Almost two-thirds of the
country’s college and univer-
ity full-time undergraduate
students — 64 per cent or
1,727,849 — were enrolled in
public institutions in Fall 1963,
according to an analysis of
U.S. Office of Educa fig-
ures made by the Association
of State Universities and
Land-Grant Colleges.

Fifty-seven per cent, or
1,533,684, were attending pub-
lie institutions in their home
state, while seven per cent—
194,165—were in out-of-state
publie institutions.

The breakdown of in-state
and out-of-state enrollment in
publx: Institutions has partie-
ular significance mow, at a
time when rising enrollments
are forcing many state legis-
latures to ask state and land
t Institutions to consider
ting admission of out-of-
state students In order fo as-
sure space to qualified resi-
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grades earned by able
freshmen who had met the
prerequisities. In effect, it
was discovered that teach-
ing techniques were at fault,
Re-testing the students
showed that learnings had
not been acquired. Subse-
quently, different instrue-
tors were assigned and the
mean grade in the course
moved upward a full grade
point.

A few years ago one of
the undergraduate colleges
established a rule that all of
its studenis must complete
one course with a grade
of 6 or better to be eligible
for graduation. The inevit-
able happened. The
grade distributions in the
course bhave been heavily

skewed toward the high end
of the grading scale. Some
semesters no grades below
6 have been given. Because
every faculty member in all
colloges receive ccples of the
grade distributians, this
marked skew hay aten caus-
ing some embarrassment
and m:y eventually lead to
a modification of the rule.

Drop outs reflect a varie-
ty of things: inability of the
student to keep up with the
class, the course content is
not what was =xpected, dis-
satisfaction with the pres-
sentation, personality con-
flict, and sometimes, dis-
covery that the course had
been, completed satisfactor-
ily previously. This last
may seem incredible, but it
happens, nevertheless.

At the University of Ne-
braska students are al-
lowed to drop a course in
good standing until the end
of the fourth week of school.
However, students some-
times drop out of class even
if they are in bad standing
and receive a fallure at the
end of the semester. Thus,
there is no way of knowing
the total drop out in a given
course on the basis of the
grade distributions. Not-
withstanding, most shilts
out of classes are clearly
shown.

To faculty members who
like to keep reports over a
period of years grade dis-
tributions serve well to In-
dicate enrollment fuctua-
tions. There are other and
more complete sources of
information concering this
point, but the distributions
do enable one to tell at a
glance which departments
are growing faster than oth-

ers.

Grade distributions ought
never be looked upon as ab-
solute measures. They are,
after all, largely subjective
and probably honest judg-
ments of student progress.
Insistence upon conformity
to the normal suface of fre.
quencies can lead to a cyn-
ical disregard of learnings
actually acquired. If grades
fail to reflect honest judg-

ments of learnings, they «

become completely mean-
ingless.

However, in the absence
of anything better, freely
circulated grade distribu-
tions have been beneficial
and they do tend to cause
instructors to examine
themselves a little more
closely than might other-
wise be the case.
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Spend your leisure at the Beach—
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