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Page 2 EDITORIAL
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Thursday, May 9, 1963

Deferred Rush

THE INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL
rush committee has made a verv mature
and objective judgment on the feasability
of a deferred rush week. They sized up
the situation and rejected it.

In writing before the IFC acts ithey
decided on the report last night) it is im-
possible to decide what they will do, bt
this tvpe of rush system, as suggested by
the rush committee. could only bring
problems to fraternities in their time of
difficulty.

THE IFC will be trving to improve
fraternity scholarship through the enact-
ment of a new policy permitting only
high school seniors in the upper half of
their classes to participate in rush week.
Ii the IFC were to accept a deferred
rush motion at this point, the new pro-
posal would be rendered useless, and
many hours of hard work would be cast
aside.

The rush committee lists several ef-
fects that a deferred rush week would
inflict on the fraternity svstem. Accord-
ing to the report the fraternity svstem
could loose as much as $180,000 in house
bills during the period of deferment.

Can an individual fraternith afford to ab-
sorb a $9.000 to $10,000 loss in a single
vear? Would their national chapters foot
the bill? Better vet, would the individual
members of a fraternity be able to pay
a $100 year-end assessment to make the
books balance? Or, maybe the University
igloating over mew bugetary appropria-
tions) would pay the deficit.

THE MOST important effect, howev-
er, is that 21 houses would be without
pledges—the life and spark of a fraterni-
tv. Apathy would rise among the upper-
classmen. Dirty rushing would result.
And. interfraternity rivalry would be at
an all time high. Freshman living in the
dorm might get the wrong idea from
the rivalry, and feelings would undoubted-
iv be hurt. The final result would be a
slow but continuing degradation of the
fraternity system—a repulsive thought to
all of us.

On a campus with an effective IFC
(reported one of the best in the Big
Eight), and a strong Greek svstem. why
would Dean Ross favor a deferred rush
which would at the same time stifle a
growing, improving way of life

—gary lacey

Do We Need Grades?

ONE OF the threats facing learning
today is the grading system. This sys-
tem attempts to rank a student among
his fellows according to the amount of
knowledge he apparently has. In reality,
it places the importance of getting a good
grade above the importance of learning.

The intended use of a grade is to
show the University how well a stodent
dent is doing in comparison with other
students. The University uses grades for
conferring academic honors and scholar-
ships, and for showing other academic in-
stitutions a student’s progress and posi-
in case the student wanis to trans-
go on to gradeate school. Because
law of averages, the overall rec-
of 2 student’s achievement is fairly
accurate, For administrative purposes,
this record need never be more than
fairlv accurate,

GRADES AS administrative tools are
necessary, The University must know
where its students stand in relation to
each other. However, there is no reason
for the student to know his official stand-
ing. Each student knows his ability and
can puess his achievement. If ot differs
from his professor's guess, it is probably
the professor’s guess which is off. One
of the most entertzining college activi-
ties is bluffing. It is used by students
with great ability and liftle achievement
1o see if their cleverness can cover up
their lack of knowledge. Usually thns
bluffing doesnt fool the professor. amd
the general attitude is that cleverness
deserves a reward which is 2 good

grade, and that the clever student should
receive a college education.

If the student didn't have the fun of
plaving the grade game, if he were nev-
er given the satisfaction of seeing if he
won, he might find more satisfaction in
learning itself. Not every studenmt misuses
grades In the bluffing fashion, but every
student does use them as an incentive
They are a verv good incentive, but
they are also false ones.

THE PURPOSE of a college education
is to give the stodent general knowledge
as the basis for specific knowledge, and
1o sharpen his skill in a certain area
The goal of getting good grades never
entirely dissolves the real of an
education, but it does dim it. If instead
of receiving a grade for a paper. or an
hour exam, or even for a final exam,
the stodemt were given writlen criticism,
he would have a better idea of not only
where he stood, but how he should pro-
ceed. This solution would not work for
all subjects. In lower levels of science
or in some parts of historv where the
work is onlv memorization and not crea-
tive. criticism is useless. however, a let-
ter grade is egually useless. It usually
serves only to confirm what the student
believes he earned

Erasing the idez of grades would not
erase competition. The desire 10 know
more, and the desire 10 be nght are
sironger mcentve than 2 good grade.
Grades are an administrative classifica-
tion separate froen the academic goal of

learning
—THE MICHIGAN DAILY

Capital Punishment

FOUR CONVICTED murderers were
execyted Friday in California’'s olive
green, octagonzl gas chamber—iwo i
the morning, two in the afiernoon

Supporters of capital punishment will
favor these executions claiming:

THAT THE state has the maoral ni
and obligation lo execule men “‘unfit for
human existence.”

That eapital punishment acts as a
deterrent to future erimes by others

THAT THROUGH execution murder-
ers pay their “debt to society,” a modern
rendition of the cruder sounding “eve
for an eve, tooth for a tooth” doctrine

That capitsl punishment saves the
thousands of dollars it would cost 1o keep
a convicied mam in prison for life.

WE WOULD guestion fhe validity of
the arguments of those in favor of capi-
tal punishment. The tate unless & has
either clothed in the infallible drape of
the old “‘divine right" theory or accept-
ed the multifaced guise of Mother na-
ture, cannot justify taking the life of &
human being, no matier how malevolent
the person be.

Many persons “unfit for human ex-
istence” are now being treated psycho-
logically 1o make them fit for human
existence, much like 2 personm having
malaria s treated for his particular all-
ment. Many of those threatened by cap-
sl punishment became crimingls be-
cause of cruel pressures placed on them
by society. It is more likely that society
hag the debt, a debt which can be payed
gzmtreaimem of the crimingl and not

THE “DETERRENT facior” is the

favorite but least tenable srgument of
those favoring capital punishment. These
pesple completely forget that when Eng-
land usad to hang pick pockets in public
there were almost always other pick
pockets presemt in the crowd collecting
what they could from the pockets of
the spectators. The times have not
changed so much that the same i not
true today. None of us would be at zll
surprised i, as the news of executions is
being rushed across the country, z mur-
der or two were commitied

Besides, executions cannot act efiec-
tively as deterrents if they are held with
anly 2 chosen few siate officials and g
doctor or two on hand 1o see the desths.
For the deterrent factor 10 become ten-
able, executions would have w be held
as public spectacles, viewed by as many
people as possible. They would be held
in public arenas; television and radio
commentators would minute by mimne
report the happemngs—irom the last
meal of the crimuna W the finsl cheers
of the spectators. Newspapers would
&lnh pictures ol the deceassed across

ir pages, accompamed by wvivid ac-
counts of hie last hours The full horror
and agony of the execution would thereby
be demonstrated o any would-be crim-
tnals.

WE ARE confidemt that i sueh =z
spectacle were ever held, and the full
barharity of this institution revezled 1o
modern man, capital punishment Jike
other relics of the lese civilized past,
would quickly pazss from the presemt
scene.

~The COLOBADO DAILY
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Wheo Says So?

.. HOW LONG

HAVE | GOT?2”

The
Boogie
Men

That's Who!

The campus looks like
the parade following the
return of 'General MacAr-
thur. Not even Broadway
could compare with all
the chunks of paper that
are fluttering around. Ev-
ery member of everv or-
ganization must sobmit a
detailed report in tripli-
cate for the first three
pages. duplicate for the
next umpleen, have them
bound, put one copy on
file in the central.reserve
room in the library, have
another engraved on the
head of 2 pin 1o be worn
by the nmew chairman,
and then take the other
copy of the report home
W cry on

We have heard that the
local bookstores have a
part in this since they are
getting cuts on the type-
writer ribbons, paper,
carbon, binding. as well
as bufferin sales.

Have the new Moriar
Boards and Innocents gol-
ten to know each other

. some mentioned that
there were 2 few people
in the activity world that
they must oot have
EDDWTL

The entire J-School iz
waltzing around these
dayvs with liftle ribbons
that say JDay on them
It would appear that the
entire stafl of the school
i planning W re-enact
the entire Normandy in
vaslon during these last
few days o pep up the
campus

enactmemt of
free Jove, beer I i1he
Union, ete
=i b.m.
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Want Ads

On Campue .22,

{Author of '] Was a Tern-oge [worf,” “The Mony
Laowes of Dobar Gillia™ ote.)

HOW TO SEE EUROPE
FOR ONLY $300 A DAY: NO. 2

Tadt wesk we discussed England, the first <top on the tour of
Europe that every Amserican rollege student & going to make
this apmmner. Today we will take up vour pext slop—Franes,
or the Pearl of the Pacific

To get from Eagland to Franee, one grenses cap
swuns the Engld Chunnel. Similsrdy, to g4 irom Franes v
Spain, one gresses one's body snd slides down the Prrenee
Arnd, of oourse, to get froen Frunee to Swtgeriand, one greaas
one's bady and wniggles through the Simpiom Tunnel Thus, us
vou ean see, the mest mmportant smels ftem W0 tuke 1o Earope
= s valwse full of gresse

No, T sm wreng. The most fuportaan thing to tske o Eurape
i a valime full of Maribore Cigeeties—or 8% lesst xs meny ae

ns 111 peneraliv eslied
3

# hody sod

-
Ve wiroduced shiess o gy
the oustoms rogulutions will ubiow &nd of by ohgaes voy sheld

run out of Murlhores in Evurupe, do oot despuar. Thst {saniling
red xnd white Murdiven pockage = w0 onmipresent 1 Faripe
o 2w i all fifty of the Tnnead Staise And 7t & the seane
BUMTD eagretts thie sawe purr whine Bl
the mwne westiul, mwdiow tiend of wihisers Tt inay the filper

saaty §ind wt hatne

Thus e ol Thee Wl elnnnst & gt o yodyey ol cigeretie
engmeermg, wie wehicevind by Sderiben ¢ well-Fnowy pomieigrrd,
trn Frod seftpack snd Walter Tlapten—q od 1. fur one . Wi
Erutedul

Hut T digress. Wo wore speabong af Prunes -
the Nile, s 11 0 pupularty tarned

Let s frvt, briefly wusn op the bistary of Franes. The nution
e Guooversd o 1006 by Maudesne Guillotine. Tlies fullrwad
& weris of dostly wirs with Sebibsowip-Holstoan, the Oleyslund
Irdisnr, mnd Jown Juegues Boussesy subiulity finully esene 10
this troubled lund with the ooroustion of Murdbad Fork whi
mngrrind Lorrwstw Alusoe wnd hnd three ohildren - Plogws, Money
snd Chsrlemugne This bater becume kenown s the Petit Tnu!.;u.n.

Marbud Fob—or the Boy Orutor of the Plutte. s he e
sfirctionstey mulled — wie succssded by Napoleos, whe it
dured shirtiese W Franee, Untl] Nupadeon the Franel, wers
the tallewt nation m Evrupe. Aftar Nuguiloon geomt ]n'm'irn.u;.
wire ubile o wulk somfortubly under card tubibes. Thie ludee
besatse: keniown ne the Hunehbuek of Notee T

Nupoloun, sfter hix dedeut by Crodit Meobslior, wus exibed 1,
Elb, where he made the fumous statenent, “Ah war ] ore ]
s Elbn” This seutence reads the sume whether woy upwl] it
forwird or imekwurd. You cun uiso spell Mucrlbory batkwird —
Orobilneen. Do not, however, try to smoke Marlhore bk wird
beciume: thut undoes wll the plessare of the fiest clgurette mude

After Nupoleon's deth the Proaueh people foll i o et {l.t.
of meluncholy, knowy s the Lopiidsns Parehise For over ™
ouiury evervonr sst wround moping sod mfusing bis foud
This turpor win not Vifted outil Biffel bullt his famous tower
which wminde vvervhody giggde s hard that Woduy Frunee " thl:
gayest sountry in Furope :

Ewrh mght the eclorful nutivis gather st sidewslk vides gnd
sbout “Oodn-in " s Muurice Chevalier promenades down the
Champs Elysnes swingmg his oy cane Then, tired but
bappy, everyone gom o the Louvre for howis of umon soup,

The prmeipul industry of Franse i cushing truvellors sncke,

Well mir, | guess thust's wll you seed to know sbout Frunee,
Next woek we will visit the Land of the Widnigit Hun—Bpain,

i The Serpeent af

. > s € 1U0E Mas Mlaieus

Kext weck, every week, the best cigaretts .
'TM world over is filter-tipped Mar, 4 "‘: :::g":
Flip-Tup bus—you get o lot to like,
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