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By SID MOODY, AP

Few campus characters
are more loved and loathed
than that endearing Greek-
American institution, the
college fraternity.

To its foes, the Greek

by smobbery, bigotry and
beery-eyed alumni who
never quite outgrew the
sophomore year.

To its friends, it is an in-
valuable teacher of self-re-
liance, the social graces,
democracy and scholarship
all welded together by that
mystical bond called broth-
erhood.

Last year, Williams Col-
lege gave the Greeks one of

Associated Press polled 150
campuses across the na-
tion.

The fraternity emerges
as particalarly strong in
the Midwest and South, un-
der fire in the Northeast
but everywhere being re-
formed in varying degree
either from within or with-
oul.

On one coast, at Oregon
State, they are “‘welcome,
not just tolerated, for their
generally wholesome en-
vironment and valuable
housing.” On the other
coast, Boston University
Dean Staton R. Curtis says,
“Time is running out, 1
fear,” citing fraternities’
“fiscal mismanagement,
low academic achievement
and failure to choose a rep-
resentative membership.”’

The average fraternity
house (they can be worth
as much as $300,000) may
bave 50 or 60 members,
hall of whom live in,

can be easy.

And the living can inspire
lyrical praise:

“Brotherhood isn’t just a
50-50 deal. It's a 6060, It's
that extra 20% that reaily
counts."'—Fraternity hand-
book at Arizona State,

.« . Or scorn:

“(Greeks) are colorless,

Mrs. Joseph Davis, execu-
tive secretary of alumni of
Omaha University, sums up
succinctly for the contrary
minded: “The Greek system
is a democratic -
der the . Volun-
tary association is a right.”

While the fraternities in-
sist on their right to pick
and choose their brethren,
the AP survey shows a
definite trend to more liberal
values in selection.

That’'s a striking recur-
rence in the AP survey: That
much of the leadership in

At Stanford the local Sigma
Nu chapter quit the national
parent organization last fall
because of its discrimina-

explained, It is becoming
increasingly difficult to find
a good pledge class which
is willing to accept mem-
bership in an organization
which denies admittance on
purely racial grounds.”

er Hellenic pleasures may
have been denied him, But
on a small campus, with a
high percentage of Greeks,
rejection can wound, deeply.
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Nebraska Wesleyan University uses a 1 to 6 point grading scale with 1 being high; University of Ne-

braska uses a 1 to 9 point scale with 9 being high.
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College Fraternities; Relic

anmlbip“ of prolonged rush-
g

University of Maine fra-
ternities have raised the
grade requirement for
pledges twice in the last 8
years, Many aother colleges
insist students have a cer-

fratemit;' Conference eager-
ly cites studies that show:
1-Fifty per cent of all
fraternities are above the
over-all average of their
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“hotshot” used to prod cat-
Ueatstockyardswgsmt:trped
on pledges during in 10T,
The president of the Ore-
gon University Interfrater-
nity Council quit in protest
initiation abuses.

* *

ers,”” says 1ihe fraternity
handbook at the University
of Cincinnati, “‘vou will learn
to express vour own opinion
and when to subordinate
yourself to the will of others.”
There are those who feel
control of the individ-
ual by the group is tragical-
ly unfortunate, coming as it
does at a time when the
student is as free as he will
ever be to explore and to
learn. to be himself.
Yet their group-centered
way of life brings the Greeks
their best deserved laurel—

They are joiners. “They
want involvement.” said one
educator. In some colleges,
however, they are also prod-
ded by fraternity rules that
require members to go oul
for campus organizations
and award points for doing
s0. The house with the mos!
points get a trophy.

Appalls Individualist

This appalls the bearded

nonconformist but there are -

serious educators who think
it mayv be beneficial.

“You might say the fra-
ternity is the training ground
in college fo the organiza-
tional man,” -ws President
John Millett 0. Ohio's Miami
University. “1 happen fto
think that this ., . . is useful
rather than harmfal.”

7 million plumbers or bank
vice presidents. What wor-
ries some of their eritics is

group they seem to have
surprisingly little to say pub-
licly on national issues, one
way or another.

Yet this sflence
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added in the next 5 years.
A building boom iz already
under way.

This means desperately
needed housing—usually at
private expense—for colleges
facing the swift swelling of
enrollment. And the enroll-
ment itsell means more
members for the fraternities
to help meet their own rising
costs.

But new houses will not be

the saving of the fraternity
system. growing chal-
lenge before them today is

to prove they are a desirable
adjunct to the educational
process, a challenge the

It was to break down this
insularity, primarily. that
Williams decided to replace
fraternities with social units
of 100 students which will
house and feed their resi-

cilities for beer. cheer and
culture.

A unit, for instance, might
have a chamber music recital
after dinner or a professor
living in the building or an
art exhibition in the com-
mons room.

Bowdoin, still pro-frater-
nity, nonetheless thinks its
seniors would do better 1o
live away from the fraterni-
ties in a more academic at-
mosphere and is building a
14-story univory tower to ac-
commodate them,

These scattered reforms do
not indicate the fraternity on
the whole hasn’t done well,
They indicate some educa-
tors want it to do better.

They feel the fraternities’
potential is great: to expand
their philosophy of brother-
help-brother from the social
to the academic realm, to
add lectures hy visiting
speakers, good library facili-
ties and even resident pro-
fessors to stimulate thought
and conversation in a unique-
ly relaxed atmosphere

“We are almost vearning
for them to succeed,” said an
administrator at Michigan

While it is under pressure,
the decline and fall of the
Greek empire is not vet
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CURRENT EVENTS
FORUM

Thursday, April 30, et 4:00 p.m. o Curvcat Events
will be hold in the small ouditoriom of the

The purpose of the forum is 1o bring the students
up to date on domestic and international offairs.

CURRENT EVENTS FORUM




