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Midwest Has Million Dollar Migraine—

. Summer Nebraskan
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(Continued From Page 1)

E. Lawrence, the late editor
of the Lincoln (Neb.) Star,
described the weather catas
g;ghe of the 18%'s like

“The suh rose in an omin-
ous sefting of smouldering
heat and a savage wind on
July 28, 1894. All day that
gale from out of the south
lashed at humans and vege-
tation . . ., The thermometer
registored 104; the wind ve-
locity . . . 40 miles. Thous-
mf acre:n;{ hc‘orn‘“dnt.

', pro \ ame
a sacrifice to the insatiable
appetite of the embattled ele-
ments. They still say, those
who were here in July of
1894, that there was nolt a
field of corn in the state
which escaped without scars
from the hot winds and mer-
ciless sun of a twenty-four
hour period. It was entered
upon the records as a total
failure, a figurative term
not wholly accurate, but
near enongh to deseribe Ne-
braska’s experience that
eventful vear.”

By the early 1900's the
weather seemed to take pity
on Dodge County, More and
more people set claim cn
160-acre parcels of land in
the rich valley. By 1918, 231.-
000 acres were under culti-
vation. After a slight dip re-
sulting from a post-World
War I recession in the early
1920's, the figure had jumped
to 323,722 acres in 1925. The
gala age of the flappers and
raccoon coats reached even
conservative Dodge County.
Farm prices rose to an all-
time high . . . corn was
$1.67 a bushel.

Inscription to Elements

To the south, in Lincoln,
the tower of a new state
capitol was rising above the
plains. An inscription on the
elements, (the earth, air,
capitol paid tribute to the
water and fire) which had
been so good to Nebraska
and the county's residents.

r friend . . .
nd elound

fostered withered stems,
antnals!lrlﬂl.l:ihm
people, grimly slamming

dust-laden

air, retired night after tor-
rid night with a prayer for
Water or relief from the
sky’s scorching Fire.

WHAT
MIDWEST 2

The depression and
drought of the 1930's had
arrived. Along with the Dust
Bowl came another kind of
bowl — an alphabet soup
howl full of triplets and quad-

ts of letters. WPA,
PWA, AAA, CCC, FSIC, and
SCS became part of the
1 ge. The steps of the
County courthouse be-
came the auction block for
foreclosure sale after for e-
closure sale. Farmers killed
little pigs by the thousands
. « . prices on livestock and
grain hit rock bottom. The
government came to the
farmer's aid under the
Roosevelt “New Deal.” Price
support became a by-word.
Rain At Last

By the late 1930's rain be-
gan to fall again, and one
of the symptoms that would
lead to surplus could be
heard rumbling over hill af-
ter hill. Technology was on
the march. Tractor wheels
rolled over the fertile black
soil of Dodge County, By
1940 there were 1,447 trac-
tors, compared to 5§70 in
1925

Fertilizer, another tec h-
nological advance (and
8 m) also arrived and
Bob th, pulling a bro-
ken corn lister loaded with
commercial fertilizer, start-
ed those momentous rounds
of his corn field.

Production increased, the

ms grew, and the
surplus headache began to
throb, but then along came
World War II. It took every-
thing the farmers could pro-
duce to help beat the tyr-
anny of Hitler and Tojo. It
was also a period of great
changes on the farm. The
tractor was even more of a
rage and there appeared a
new machine — the corn
picker.

IS THE

The farmers in Dodge
County, as well as the rest
of the nation, prospered, but
when the war was over, de-
mand slumped while agri-
cultural production continu-
ed to increase. The symp-
toms of the headache began
to reappear. The govern.
ment started to store up sur-
pluses to combat price de-
clines,

Now little tin towns be-
zan to appear at highway
intersections, in the back-
yards of the county's exist-
ing towns, and in the mid-
dle of open fields. The sole
residents of these towns of
tin were corm and wheat.
Every day from 1948 to 1951,
vards and yards of concrete
were poured and sheet upon
sheet of tin were bound to-
gether. .

In the years following the
construction of the tin
towns, the government, un-
der the leadership of Secre-
tary of Agticulture Ezra
Taft Benson, encouraged the
farmer and private inves-
tors to enter the ‘‘big busi-
ness” of grain storage.

Grain supermarkets began
to pop up everywhere, al-
most overnight, as Dodge
County citizens found that
they could build the rec-
tangular granaries almost
as easily as they could drive
to their nearest ASC office,

Under the plan, the spraw-
ling rectangular buildings
could be built with federal
lodns and paid off in five
years with storage fees paid
by the federal government,

Regardless of the incen-
tive programs, the Secretary
of Agriculture found that his
basic philosophy of automat-
ic adjustment of supply and
demand didn't move sur-
glus grain as rapidly as he

ad expected.

The headache now became

a migraine. Production be-
came bigger and bigger re-
gardless of the Soil Bank
land retirement program. In
Dodge County there were
238 percent more bushels of
corn produced in 1959 than
there were in 1950 even
though there were 6,587 few-
er acres in production,

The pains sharpened with
the help of the now-gallop-
ing technocracy. There were
387 more combines in 1959
than there were in 1850, 121
more cornpickers, 348 more
hay balers, and 895 more
tractors.

A Fremont implement
dealer, Erv Froid, said that
he has seen an increase of
25 horsepower in tractors in

the last ten vears.
“We sell combines with
er heads mow that
make the machine work as

both a picker and combine,"”
he said.

And Les Larsen, the engi-
neer-in-charge of the world-
famous University of Ne-
braska Tractor Testing Lab-
oratory, says that over 50
percent of the tractors
tested in the lab in 1961 will
be diesel, Larsen explained
this means tractors are get-
%g bigger and more power-

High Cost of Farming

What does it cost to be
up-to-date on a modern
farm? Froid says that the
average investment in ma.

chinery today is about $20,-
009,

He adds that today's
farmer can plow about three
and one-h

hailf to three,” he says.
Such a three-tractor farm-
er is E. T Johnson whose
farm is one and one-half
miles east of Fremuont.
Johnson farms 440 acres
with the df three trac-
tors, three s, a harrow,
two disks, a four-row
mounted corn lister, two
four-row  mounted cultiva-
tors, a l4-foot
seven-foot combine, a land

leveler, two .two-ton trucks,

and a two-row mounted corn
picker.

The Dodge County f{arm
began irrigation about eight

vears ago with one well and |

opend iteh irrigation. He
then went to gated pipe and
added two more irrigation
wells,

“l then added sprinkler
irrigau‘on v my non-leveled
land so now I can irrigate

the whole 440 acres,” he
noted.

Size a2 Symptom
The size of Johnson's

farm is another symptom,
His 440 acres and three
tractors is a far cry from
the 160 acres and a mule or
a horse of the county’'s pio-
neers.

Johnson had 220 acres of
corn last season, of which
he sold 75 percent as seed.

“I remember when 1
raised 45 bushels of seed

r acre In 1945. This vear

had a 100-bushel-an-acre
yield,” he added.

Johnson also had 75 acres
of wheat and 150 acres of
alfalfa last year.

“You know, you don't see
much change in jculture
from year to year, but actu-
ally there is,”" he said. "I
bought a ditching machine
for making channels for
open-ditch irrigation several
years ago. Now I can't even
sell it.”

Johnson noted that he also
bought a whirlwind fertilizer
spreader. Within just a few
vears it, too, was completely
outdated.

Bob Beckwith, the county’s
fertilizer pioneer, now is part
of the 600-acre partnership of
Spaulding Brothers and
Beckwith. This farm is op-
erated with six tractors and
thousands of dollars worth of

n drill, a B

BATTLE SYMBOL— This tower on the plains of the Mid-

west symbolizes the constant effofts of grain men to keep
their storage facilities adequate to handle the ‘“‘plagune

of plenty.” 5

bulged, came the two addi-
tional symptoms. They
cropped up not on the farm,
but in the grocery store and
the U.S. Bureau of the Cen-
Sus.

Population hadn’t kept
pace with the ability of agri-
culture to produce. The
greal advances in technol-
ogy enabled the farmer lo
produce many times faster
than the population had in-
creased.

For example, in Dodge
County the population rose
from 26,265 in 1950 to 32,200
in 1859 — an increase of
some 6,005 people. Compare
this to the population of the
United States which rocketed
from 151 million in 1950 to
179 million in 1960. That 18,5
percent increase meant 28
million new mouths to feed.
But in the same decade,
Dodge County was able to
produce 3,900,531 bushels or
233 percent more corn per
year.

The second symptom
turned up at the dining ta-
ble. Americans were no
longer satisfied with bread,
beans, and potatoes. They
wanted meats, fruits, and
vegetables. Two Fre
mont grocers can tell that
story to the tune of the cash
register.

“Fifty-pound sacks of flour
have died; we almost don't
carry them,” said V. A. Pe.
terson.

The long-time store man.
ager added that his store
also carries 50 percent less
potatoes than it did three
years ago.

Another grocery slore
manager, Earl Baker, said
that there has been a *hig
push™ for all ready-prepared
foods.

And Peterson noted that
people are buying better cuts
of meats as well as bigger
quantities.

“It used to he we could get
rid of the cheap culs easy;
now we have to practically
give them away,” he said.

According to the groeer,
fruits and vegetables are sell-
ing in greater quantities, es-
pecially with the advent of
frozen products.

More Symptoms

And there are still more
symptoms besides those
found at the grassroots in
Dodge County.

To add to agriculture's
problems, the very basic eco-
nomic structure . . . its sup-
ply and demand . . . is com-
pletely different from most
other industries. For that

{Continued on Page 3)

Journalism Dept. Adds Staff Member

?hzate:;n e:‘nagulm m?ldimr. Hall, J-School director, has
author and educator will join| announced. :

the University of Nebraska
School of Journalism faculty had

op- Sept. 1 Dv. Wikl & department of journalism at ,
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Siping the ltlf?: Ni ::]k . ‘

S : ewsweek maga-

i m in ﬁ as a book re-

€er, was soon as-

Bloom Typewriter J| o (o the national aftairs

Exchange department as a political |
writer,

323 N. 13k HE 2.5258

sis of Newsweek's “‘back-of-
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... sl through & busy schedule on campus. Bome, beige,
or black, :

GOLD'S Shoes = Street Floor

ring an analy- F

book™” departments in the Germany, Voir and Heute,
late 1930's, he was made edi' respectively,
tor of 10 of them, including! He served as an editor and

art, books, education, mov-/Foving correspondent for
music, Heute for more than a year,

gion, science, sports and the-| opening” weeks of the Nurn-
ater. : | berg trials, re-organization of
War Service IHMB‘“ lﬂ:ﬁv&’ﬂy.ﬁlﬁ; in
He joined the Office of Postwar rebirth of
War Information shortly after the famed Salzburg music
the US. entered World War and drama festival.
II, having charge of the His works in
news and feature desks for clude flction in the New
Iceland, Sweden and Switzer-| Yorker and Esquire maga
columns for two Hawaiian zines and four mystery nov
newspapers and a weekly els, ome of which
column for papers in India. as lmliﬂliﬂdlni“? is
He was transferred to Lon. BOW o
don in 1943 where he edned;"""l technizues
cable copy and wrote news Other experience includes
and feature material for/ technical writing and assign-
British newspapers mu mg.:m for EHCYCIGP.d'
azines. This included an eye-| ia Americana and service as
witness account of the RAF’s @n account executive with a
first 1,000 plane raid on Ber-lgwc relations agency in
lin. During this period he al-| and New York.
50 edited a weekly magazine e has taught at Lafayette
published in Dublin under College, Columbia Universj.
State Department auspices. |ty. City College of New York,
| Boston University, St. John's
Organized Magazines College and the State Univer-
At the end of the war he sity of lowa. He holds de-
helped to organize two news grees from Columbia Univer-
and feature magazines for sity and the State Universi-
publication in France and|ty of lowa.
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A China-born and educated |

o associate professor of politi-
Recent research at the Uni-| cal science at the University,
that increased accumulation| ) g
of cholesterol in the animal author of a recent book on
body may be not only the re- China which is likely to re-
sult of a diet high in fat, but ceive -international comment.
also of stress externally &> pr Houn's book, “To

plied. . Change a Nation,” is a docu-
Delivering a paper Morelmenud. popularly written
the National Tissue Culture treatise on what is happen-
Association, Dr. Kenneth D.|ing to the Communist press
Ui’y o S | ot 2o, o
asid hat oatls in -]lg:::nonthoChinue main-
gjrum taken [ro;n mnled ’
ckens produce fat es

pact of newspapering and lit- |

or cholesterol within the cells. erary art from the 1940’s to

But, he explained, the cho- |y

It traces the pqliljcal im-

|Fat Plus Stress: -iDr. Houn Studies Chinese Press
Cholesterol

quent reaction of the educated
mind.

According to Dr. Houn,
"Marxist doctrine commits
the party to the position that
the revolutionary classes are
the legitimate heirs of the
best in their country's liter-
ary and artistic past. Prac-
tical politics and traditional
cultural orientations thus
come into conflict, and lead
to extended verbal battles

pa- and the eventual use of pol-

itical and economic sanc-
*jons."
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lesterol “is passed by some |
means through the walls" !
where it then accumulates.

Apparently, he added, the
cholesterol is a by- of
the cell's altered meta-
bolism. *“‘The fat droplet for-
mation Is associated with ac-|
tive cell growth and division
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and is not a function of degen-
eration."” '
The Nebraska researchers |
found that the amount of the |
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