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Friday, February 26, 1960

Editorial Commen

Forced ROTC--Costly,
But Benefits Are Few

Too Much Waste

Ed Cassidy, president of the Student
Compulsory ROTC (3AT-ROTC) at

the University of Arizors. has compiled

]

some interesting figures on the ta
m'mdmmquﬁ
program.

here is i of his
Rl R ey
“The present compulsory is
wasteful and inefficient. . . tely
2,000 students are enrolled in two-year

Stadents like to believe that they're just
a little bit important, even if it only means
scooping a little snow out of the way.

Onl tnmn:ﬂ!:u figures could be ob-
hinegm University military sci-
ence department. The annual budget for
the Army department was estimated to
be $75.000. Salaries would be about 7,000
additional.

Not included are the University contri-
bution, uniforms, the expense of providing
weapons (in many cases used or out-
dated), and physical plant expenses. The
$75,000 dollar figure does include the
monthly payments to advanced cadets and
travel expense to summer camp.

No speculation is made on the accuracy
or comparibility of the Arizona figures.

The point is evident that the basic
ROTC course is costly.

Little Value

Mr. Cassidy says the purpose of the
organization he heads is not to eliminate
or weaken the ROTC, bat to make it more
efficient and purposeful.

“We feel it (ROTC) is useless for those
who do ot become officers,” he states.

He continues on this pomnt:

“Those who have been forced to enroll
in the basic course and do not go inlo ad-
vanced ROTC receive no benefils from the
course. The uselessness of the basic ROTC
program is attested by the refusal of the
Army itself to give credit upon enlistment
for these two years of ROTC.

“If the Armed Forces do nol recognize
the value of basic ROTC, then why should

we?

“Even those who admit the wastefulness
of the basic course sometimes attempt to
justify it as a course in military history,
“citizenship” and “science.” Yet the sci-
entific emphasis is so slight as o be un-
worthy of mention.

“‘Does citizenship consist of shining one’s
shoes and paring one’s fingernails, or does
it consist of learning 1o analvze obiectively
current political controversies?

“The first duty of a soldier is to obey.
The first duty of a stodent is to think, to
guestion, 10 analvze for himself . . ™

The SAC-ROTC is circulating petitions
1o be presented 1o the Arizona Board of

Regenis 1o place ROTC en 2 wvoluntary
basis.

From the Editor’s Desk:

It Seemsto Me ...

; sniff, honk, cough.
but I have guite a cold
i rid of it
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My nose—honk—is red as an zlcoholic’s
and has dwindled
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By Carroll Kraus

However, it seems like zbout 2 half
dozen students have corpered the market
en the ropms and are seen in there for
bours every day.

Not that they bar the doors 1o keep you
oum or anything. But merely enter and
vou're stared ai: make some somg selec-
tions and you're glared at

Nt too conducive o widespread use of
the record facilities.

Another afiraction tomight in Pershing
in the form of the Coed Follies.

Having missed last year's performance
due to illness (1 am chronically sick) 1 am

On Campuses . . .

. . . W Things

By Diana Maxwell

a turn-table
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gither.” T he third
singer was sort of a chorus
discreet chucklers chuck-
the noise of the oth-
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the sguabble is a simple
idez which many pon-affili-

ucipzling in the life of the
campus is oot an all one-
wzy sort of thng—like i
¥ou are a fraternity man
¥ou join 21 least one or-
gzuuzlion, have parties,
meel giris, eic; and if you

chance o show what they

dependents 1o live there—
they apply for the privil-
ege

|

¢
h
4

ik
i

[ Conservative Estimate

By John Hoerner
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Council In an effori to get
studen! opinion on the Uni-
versity.

There i nothing quite as
stimulating te self-analysis

ent facets of the Usiversily.
One question which
czused son of an uncom-
fortable, I've juststartedto

projects. parties, datihg
and all the other exirza-

through neglect,
pride, or just plain j .
ance that we zre deng;gg
W the foreign students at

=43}
dhingt i

i

however oue potices a dif-

ferent meaning. “not be

ltm_ging, ’

Could it be that seme sty-
dents have their definitions
a ditle mived ap!

I Letterip ]

Thought Involved
To the Editor:

enduring success if a speak-
er of nationzal renown was
imvolved. This would entail
a year of preparation, and
the Council voted that this
vear be utillized for that
purpose.

Many other problems
were involved, but the pre-
ceding [lustrates the pri-
mary reasons for the Coun-
cil's actions.

. Apart from the Council
on Religion, the editor
might be interested in know-
ing tha! approximately 13
religious bodies on the Uni-
Versily campus are carry-
ing on a continual program
of religious emphasis. Fur-
thermore, m any of these
depominations feel that
faith, ¥ # bas any reality,
is mot a matter of emphasis
bul the very center of life
itsell

Many of the Christian
groups next week will be
beginning inlensive
grams for ihe Lenten wea-
son, and the Nebraskan's
suppors in giving attention
lo such programs in s
news columns would wn-
doubtedly be appreciated by
the religious organizations.

—

| By George!

By George Moyer

A nice, well-modulated dis-
cussion or two is all

she says, but let’s knock off
the yelling,

From John Heeckt, who
got so carried away last
week that he didn’t have

the Phi Psi house and north
of the Theta house.

Sam Grimminger adds
that whoever you are,
bring those furshlugginer
snow shovels back.

From the Kingston Trio
we have a complaint di-
rected at Frontier Airlines.
The boys like to fly, but
spending 5 hours in the air
between Kansas City and
little ole Lincoln is tno
much at a dose.

This isn’t really a com-
plaint, just a personal ob-
servation. Jack Nielsen
notes that the first issue to
arouse most Selleck resi-
dents from their miasma of
apathy since he has been
in school is a fight to keep
that apathy. A point well
taken. I wonder if the
“i's" ever considered what
the natural consequence of
apathy is?

And 1 mean apathy any-
where — government, stud-
ies, business, activities,
community service, y o u
name it

But pever mind, fellows.
Just pull the mice warm
blanket over your heads
and fall asleep. What's the
motto on that blanket? Why,
it says “I just sleep, eat
and study here”

Hope you wake up ifi the
same world you weni to
sleep in.

O PERFECTLY CLEAN NOW. 30T
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Jack K. King

SNE Merik 162% Sereg
Alviz M. Peesen pastor

[ campus worsHIP services
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