Editorial Comment:

Council ‘Dead Day’ Idea |
Is Reasonable Request

Faculty-student controversy over final
exam schedules is not an issve new 1o the
editorial pages of the Daily Nebraskan

The whole &Inz was touched off in May
Flculty Senate approved

exam schedule. Studemt pro-
tests were long and loud, however, and
the Senate delaved the institution of their

the delay, the Student (ouncil

2 poll of University students
which showed them to be 4%« 10 1 in favor
of an exam schedule running two weeks.

Nevertheless, the Faculty Senate
switched the calendar to the present eighl
day exam period during the 1856-57 school
year,

The object of the eight day schedule is
1o give imstructors lime to grade papers
and prepare for second semester courses.

The Stadent Council has heen trving for
some time to find & way 1o get the s
dents some extra time 1o review ior
exams. Their latest. and we think bes
1dea is to delay the start of exams for one
day. This would create & sort o “dead
day” without any exams or campus
events of any Kind to imerrupt studies

To this the Calendar Committes objecls
on the grounds that:

1. The faculty would nol have time o
fiush the past semester's business before
preparing for the oncoming semester

2. W is dowbtiul whether or not one exirs
day of stody would make any difference
1o students.

3. It would delay the administration

None of these appear to be really solid
reasons for demnying the Student Council
recommendation for a “dead dayv” be
cause .

1. The faculty would still retrin four
days without any tests. Some of the pre-
paration for the mext semester could un-
doubtedly be transferred 1o the “dead
day” and such a dav would be an ideal
time to catch up on faculty work not com-
pleted st the end of regularly scheduled
cinsses. Porthermore, as the Council sug-
gested, secretaries would have more time
to mimeograph fests,

2. R is certsin that am exirs day of
study would make a difference with stu-
demts. The claim 1s that students have
Saturday and Sunday to gel readv for
tests. Bul many classes had finals on
Seturday this semester, Also, a majority
of the people vontacted by the Daily “ve
braskan on this subject repored that they
had many of their tests crammed o the
first three or four days of finais. Tolals
of five finals in four days smd four finals
in three days were not uncommon. An
extra day of study for such people, i
used conscientiously, would undoubtediv
give them time to be better prepared

3. The sdncmistration wonld be delaved
only onc day in sending out grades. 1f the
grade turns out better, because the stu-
dent had an extra day to prepare for his
test, it is hardly conceivable that the stu-
dent would complain about the delay. And
one dsv extra isn’l gomeg 1o Incomvemence
the registrars office mow thal they save
so much time with siphabstical registra-
tion

4. “Dead davs™ and even “dead weeks™
before finals are nol uncommon on other
campuses. Kansas State allows its st
dents an entive week before [mals and
according 1o the Kansss State Collegian,
the week Is & greal spocess

Some sample guotes from the Collegisn
incluude this one by & jumor Speech ma-
or: “Even though vou stodv consistently,
there's & iol 10 review @l the end. Al our
house girls are isolating themselves in the
dining room. in the lsundry, or in a cor-
ner of a slairway. Evervbody s working
hard "

Another campus thal uses the “dead
dav” 1= Harvard, Somechow, neither the
faculty nor the admimsiration are terribly
mconvernenced by suoch davs on these
campuses. Bt for some reason, our Uni-
versity has shied increasingly away from
incomvenence—for University personnel.
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More Sidewalks

Sometimes nstitutional logic ©¢an be
just a little strange.

Take for instance the signs the men
from buildings and grounds keep putting
up on the grass around campus. These
little green and white 1ags urge students
to “Please use the walks " They are us-
vally planted in the mddie of a favorie
shortcut, motably 10 Swede's and the
Temple

Now there is nothing wrong with mrving
to maintain well manicured lawns The
people &1 buildings and grounds have been
most sucecessiul in doing this and there is
no doubt that ther success has added
much io the campus

But the shortest distance between
two points s still a straight line. And sto.
dents, bemg human bemgs, follow the trail
blazing mstincts of their poneer fore-
fathers by tryving to get where they wani
o o by the shortest route possible

So why not put the sidewalks there?

I 4s true that curving walkways and
shadowed bowers make for 2 lovely cam-
pus. Al the same time, there is no use
trving o fight something thet can't be
hieked. Someone must have thought of
that when the sidewalks on the mall be-
tween the library and the Colhiseum were
laid They are funcuional encugh. Why
not continue tp combine function with
beauty all over the campus”

From the Slot

There's & bill gomg through the legs-
lative mill mow which could give a much
needed shot of adrenalin to une phase of
Nebraska education. LB4Z5 would e
guire that special instructon,
and special adaptive
classrooms be provided
for mentally gifted stu-
dents. Under the pro-
posed law, every school
district would provide
educational opportunities
for gifted children,
whether by providing tui-
tion to attend a neighbor-
mg district, or prm'ldmg

facilities

Diana

muy be a little extreme. Many Nebrasks
schools already have some sort of pro-
gram for the gifted. Mamy are linked with
the University and ofher state colleges,
Others, however, have neither the money,
facilities, teachers or students 1o conduct
dlgborate programs for gified students.
Mo large, sweeping stule program can be
put into effect in & school where only one
gifted student i enrolled.

However, 1L.B425, as proposed by sen-
ators Stanley Portsche of Lincoln, Nor-
man Otto of Keaxrney and Fern Orme of
Lincoln, is definitely a step in the right
direction. The gifted child, as a Chicago
dlementary school teacher pointed out,
*“is an ace comster.” When classes move
slowly, the gifted student s more than
likely 1o develop sluffing techniques that
wouild put a GI goldbricker to shame.

On ‘the other hand, Dr. Marshall Hiskey,
head of the educational psychology clinic
on campus, assured me thal many re
search studies have shown the tremend-
ous gains that can be taken by gifted
students given the proper stimulus. He
#lso struck out at the traditional argu-
ment against special education for gifted

studems, whelh s that segregalung
them” will somehow do “irreparable
tamage’ 10 both the zifted and the av-
ergge studernt

The issue i oel, however, whether to
segregule these students. It's whether 1o
give them an edvcationsl “bresk™ In
challenging their minds while they are at
their most impressionistic  peak—in  the
elementary and high scheols. And, in moxt
cakes what would be involved is pulling
these Kids into special classes dgr un hour
or two @ day. or Jetting them itake extrs
vourses above and bevend the minimum
for less cupable students,

This surt of thing is aiready being prac-
ticed in schools in Lancoln, Omaha, Ains-
worth, Kearney, Lexington, etc., etc., eic,
Az 8 start, this 5 greal. What s needed
now s an overall awareness of the m-
portance of educating the gifted child by
awakening lm 1o the excitement of
knowledge. This is hard to do when he s
able 10 excell in a clags of sverage stu-
dents. Unless somehow, he is foreed, at
least part of the time 1o compete with
others of similar capsbilities as himself,
it seeme like a tremendous temptation for
the gifted stodent to become that ace
coagter

Another point worth considering is the
Caverage” or dlow” student. 1 has been
said that this student needs the “leader-
ship” of the pifted stodemt. Research m
this #res has shown that these students
frequently develop their own leaderghip
gualities, and actudlly strive harder when
oot faced with the impossibility of com-
peting with an especially talented studem
un his own terms

Three cheers then for LB 425 Tt serves
lo focus wtiention on this vital area of
edusation

Disno Yfewwell
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One Szturday might last
semesier | had the privii-
ege ol sitending & jam ses-
sion v & group ol ocom-

pickinz lowa boys who con-
centrzic on guitkrs amnd
drums.

T hev called themselves
the Hi-Phus, & pspedo Greel:
name. bhu! thelr music &
far from Grecian

In fact their melodic out-
pul thel mght was so in-
imigumg | was forced lo
postpane MY beauty rest for
a full hour so that 1 could
be amongst the egually
excited speclators.

Therefore, 1 was mosi
pleased ‘o lesrn thel saud
group of musical wizands
would he in the vicinity of
pur beloved campus this
Friday mght

And 10 all those who ap-
preciste Tine rhyvthm plus
flavored song and dance 1
recommend vour allend-
ance & the Turnpike Fri-
day.

Crazy

No More Draft

Not that I'm a coward
or a Communist as certain
regimented personnel have
suggesied, bt 1 am advo-
cating the abolishing of
the drail, that awesome lew
which terrifies the 1-A pop-
wlus of my class,

It seems that sad hill is
comint up for reapproval
m our beloved Congress
sometime this summer.

Might T suggest to all
those seniors and other in-
terested parties that thew

“m xh{.lr cﬂnglmw‘ in

man!

the near future and earmest-
Iy request the axing of the
curreni conscription law.
After all we have that
well known assemblage of
zealous soldiers knowm &s
the ROTC to protect us in
case of sudden imvasion
And we have 1R987 alom
bombs, numerous other le-
thal weapons, and a whale
corps  of melhgenisia
housed in a five commered
building in Washington to
augment the Pershing Rifle
peaple.

Besides, most people
drafted today would be do-
ing their coumtry a mvc‘h

students and professors.

It would ulse prevent
many late 1o class situ-
atons.

And it would holp Jower
the University's fatality ree-
ord, an fem msing faster
than the NU budger.

Photo Play

In 1841, and & the tender
age of 25, Orson Welles pro-

directed. partislly

Kane

Charles Foster Kane, the
subject of the film (although
hardly the heroi was a news-
paperman, but certsinly nol
an ordinary one as he owned
and opergted about 20 papers
across the coumtry, As a
maolder of public opinion, and
as & colorful characier, Kane
was great. A1 the same tme
he was ruthless, lustful and
dangerously impulsive

Fane obyiously Was
Welles' takeoff on journalist-
ic tveoon William Randolph
Hearst, In fact, the film so
closely portrayed certain of
the Hearst activities /(politi-
cal uspirstions, romantic ad-
ventures), that he ordered
his entire string of papers
w0 refuse to lake advertisimg on
the peture — which 10 most
of the world was an open ad-
mussion of guilt

Supporting Welles in this
Amemcan classic are Joseph
Cotton and that fine actor,
Everatt Sloane. Citizen Kane
was recently selecited one of
the 10 best feutures of all
time from any coumry by a
panel on imernstionz] fikm
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DR. WILLIAM BRILL
Heud Peyehintrist, NU

Sun., Feb. 8, 6:30 PN
2811 So. Sbth

FREE SUPPER — Trons-

Lobby of Unien, 6 P.M.
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ALSD — Luncheon Group
Every Friduy Noon,
Parler B - Student Union
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UNITARIAN
STUDENT GROUP

 Oimericote Mot Refieching Cigrette

by John West
eriics, The Union shows @t

Sunday

Cooper Foundations of-
ferings for the coming week-
end zre more than imeresti-
ing. A reshowing of George
Stevens' prodoction of A
Place In The Sun. starring
Elizabeth Taylor and Momi-
gomery Clift, is slated for the
Linculn &nd the Stuart will
present Clifton Webb's latest,
The Remarkable Mr. Penny-
packer. The latter represents
the hilarious situanon in winch
& Pennsyhvania businessman
15 the father of 17 children,
mothered by two different
women, 1o whom he is mar-
ried ®t the same time. The
complications are a screnm
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Briar Patch

I something doesn™t hap-
pen soon | shall sneak mp
portable smog machine o
the bushes by the Admins-

tration Building and cause |

the biggesl foz spene simee
Temporary K burned down

Moment of Silence

This weekend marks the
aaniversary of the decline
and downfall of 2 ance paid
Dailv Nebraskan staff
member and red faced
hatchel man of several oth-
er petly groups,
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Lending Library

R |

= . QAttention Lobers of FFine
| Music. The Instrumental
' @roup Enotwn as:

- The Hi-Phis

% WILL APPEAR AT THE

Opening Delayed
The Union pictures lending
fibrary opeming will be de-
e & scheduled far Feb.
sched
12-18, fgr:h 812 am and 135
p.m. in the Union Lounge.
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BALLROOM

FRIDAY, FEB. 6 b
9-12 P.M. S

“I music be the Food of Love. play on Hi-Phi's.,”
Bill Shakespeare, Stratjord Regp. 4

2

5200 per couple {
Tickets ot Door
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Need Help!

Woh.nndﬁneshnlutiﬂsepu
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Mondoy thru Friday

These Hours dre Specific
Ij you have these times open

Apply Room 104—main Office
Student Union, 14th & B—Me. Bemmert
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