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The Daily Nebraskan Monday, October 13,_195§

Editorial Comment

An Unproud Crowd

Henry Ward Beecher a long time agn
commented: A thoughtful mind, when it
sees a Natlon's flag, sees not the flag
only, but the Nation itself; and whatever
may be its symbols, its insignia, he reads
chiefly In the flag the Government, the
longs to the Nation that sets it forth.

Back in grade school, every day started
with a very serious little ritual. We all
stood up, faces solemn. We put our hands
over our hearts and repeated a little verse
which inevitably began *1 pledge al-
legiance . . . ” We were preity serious
about the whole thing.
high school, (at least at one of
attended), every morning hegan
strains of a melody that two
trumpeteers played out in the halls, We all
stood up, Then we repeated the same little
saying—“T pledge.” It was still a pretty
serious affair, Seclal pressure forbade any
or distractions.

Six Saturday's out of every fall, there is
another little ceremony performed. The
location: the coliseum. The occasion: fool-
ball. The actors: some men who march
out carrying two flags. The musicians:
the University band, which plays a melody
somebody named Key once dreamed up
in the midst of a battle, The participants:
everyone who is around at the time. Their
attitudes: mixed.

Most of the spectators stand stock still,
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attention focused on the band below, play-
ing the anthem that they have pledged in-
numerable times to honor. Those who have
passed lime in the military haven't broken
themselves of the habit of standing rod-
like, eyes focused on the flag. Then there
is the student section. Most, 1 will admil.
give at leasl outward respect to the flag
and the anthem.

It is the minority who do not that make
the entire ceremony farcical. During the
hall time playing of the Star-Spangled
Banner Satlurday, when some 4,000 high
school Kids filled the stadium with the
clagh of cymbals and the roll of drums, the
student section was filled with snickerings
because one cymbal plaver was out of
phase. A senfor amused himself by hitting
the girl in front of him over the head with
his program. A dog walked through the
stands, and a feminine flutter went up as
10 or 12 persons bent down to pel the dog
and utter small cooing sounds, Conversa-
tions wenl on as il the game itsell were in
progress.

It doesn’t seem as il it would be tpo
much out of order to mention that this sort
of behavior is, to say the least, unbecom-
ing, Unpatriotic is a big, powerful type
word. Perhaps it is a bit harsh to use at
this point. Perhaps the outward respect
accorded to a flag or a song does not
really indicate the feeling one has toward
one's nation, (Diana Maxwell).

Light Heartedness

In this day and age when a late night
is a major erime, a writer for
Daily Kansan at the University of
Kansas pleads for more campus light
heartedness. He writes:

What we need is a good college prank!

We are not proposing the ordinary type
of prank: the vindictive, cynical, tear-out-
their-guts type. We are not saying the foot-
ball coach should be hanged in effigy. Not
vet, anyway. It simply would be apropos
for a humorous event to be staged plainly
for the sake of a good joke.

When student imagination is limited to
redressing Jimny Green and shampooing
the Chi Omega fountain, a tuncup of the
campus funnybone is in order.

The last really interesting event KU stu-
dents staged was the legendary Gangdom
Murder pulled in front of the Varsity
Theatre around 1950.

In this foray into history, a group of stu-
dents zipped by in a big black car, and
“machine-gunned” a young man as he left
the movie, late on a Saturday night. Lying
on the sidewalk, the prankster squeezed
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catsup from a plastic bag onto his clothes
and the cement, while his girl sereamed
her frightened head off, unaware of the
Joke,

Thirty seconds later, another black se-
dan appeared, six burly, masked men
threw the “body” into the trunk and drove
off, with the “murdered” man’s arm hang-
ing limply from the unfastened trunk. The
unfortunate girl was left in a swoon and a
pool of catsnp, while hundreds of witnesses
dumbfoundedly ogled the proceedings.

That was a prank. A good, clean, college
prank,

Apparently limes and moods have
changed on campuses. ldeas are needed,
Something must be done to make the pop-
ulation realize thal vouth is still present on
Mt. Oread. People are never too old to
laugh at somebody’s red face, The trouble
is, countenances have been so pallid re-
cently, other faces do nothing but reflect
their poker-like qualities. People need to
smile! It is good for digestion. Besides,
this campus could use a good shaping up
humor-wise.
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Individual Staff Views

By Sandra Kully

Thank you, for peering down into this
humble corner to see what the workers
have to say this week; but if you're look-
ing for a good, rabble-rousing shout, go no
further. 1 don’t shout. I'm just going to
raise a few questions, shake a few hands,
and fade back into limbo.

Question number 1: What is the Student
Council's definition of beautifying the
campus''? The idea of having a student
committee to work with the administration
to “procure, and study make recommen-
dations on ideas to improve the campus”
is a fine one; but there seems to be only
one thing that needs beautifying. The
architecture.

The “Cement Block” campus of the fu-
ture is rapidly becoming a reality. Look
at the straight lines and sharp corners of
the administration building, the new girls’
dorm, Selleck Quad. You can’t miss the
style; that's all it Is, just straight lines and
sharp corners, And the cement blocks
stacked in the Union parking lot lead me
believe that the new addition will be a
irst cousin to these buildings.

At the present, there is a kind of double
variety in the campus building fashions.
This is due to two factors: the middle-aged
buildings haven’t yet been knocked down,
and the Board of Regents can’t decide how
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utterly clean and straight the new genera-
tion should be. Consequently, each addi-
ton moves a little closer to a veritable
brick pile than its predecessor.

The high points of our “Cement Block™
campus will be, of course, the haphazard
appendages branching out like pigtails
from the older bulldings (hat are too good
to knock down, but too small to fulfill their
purposes.

I can't help mentioning the up and com-
ing Greek houses that border the east end
of the campus with various and sundry
shapes.

The Student Council obviously has good
intentions when it recommends the forma-
tion of this committee, but it seems a little
late to be worrying about trees and
flowers. A rose by any other name is still
a rose, and so are cement blocks.

Question number 2: Who decides where
we Cornhuskers migrate once a vear? If
there is no such thing as an official migra-
tion, and the Student Council migration
commiittee is mere gingerbread, how do
all the studenis know who to flock down
upon? Esprit de corps, or instinct per.
haps?
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Handshakes and red roses to the Home-
coming Queen candidates.
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Psi Chi, psvchology honor- the department of English.
ary, will hold a meeting Mon-| Translations will be read by
day at 7:30 pm. in Parlor A faculty members Bernice Slote
of the Union, rand Karl Shapiro,
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the Huskers grind out a 76! And why, by the way, does
'win over the lowa State Cy- 1assels select the five that we
clones last Saturday. T he Will vote on? It's more of a|
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that clouded the spirit of the 'se Nebraskan
game, and the victory the W | Fed :;'&T SAPPLE PIES 31:
| Huskers produced — the dis- ant Ads er “nn
| respect shown to t;Jur nalional‘ ¢ hﬂp 1211 0
+flag and anthem by the ma-| D e — —
jority of the students and E rz“ﬂmmﬂmﬂﬁ
spectators during the pre- !
'game ceremonies. It was dis- N B '
graceful to watch unjversity rm
llevel students talk and gig- | a wo -
|gle while our colors were! St ot
being presented.

If my memory serves me
correctly, we were taught the
correct procedure of respect
toward this important cere-
(mony In our early elementary
education. During this early
education it was impressed
upon us the importance of our
national flag and anthem and
the respect due to it. I think
it no less important to show
respect now that we are in a
school of higher education
than it was then.

The tradition, sweat, blood, |
and sacrifice put forth in!
making our flag honored and'
respected by the world was/
{not trivial. It tock many
years, and the lives of many
good Americans to make this
' accomplishment.

We have a greal nation!
where freedom is more abun- |
dant than in any other coun-
|try, past or present, in the
world. Why then can't we
take five minutes of our time
|before a football game to
show the homor and respect|
due the memory of these men
|who made the supreme sacri-
fice so that we may enjoy
|this freedom and the way of
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In my opinion the laxity of |
respect shown to our colors|
gave a blackeye to the Uni-
versity of Netraska, and its
student body. It has often |
been said that there is a time |
and place for everything. )
That is very true, but I think
it should be impressed upou‘
the student body of this uni-|
versity that the time and
place for talking, giggling,
and general hell raising is not
<uring the presentation of our
national flag and anthem, but
afterwards.

RICHARD G. CAMPBELL

Veterans Hospital

The Captain’s Walk

2 DOORS WEST OF NEBRASKA BOOK STORE
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