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Purposeless...

Last week an all-Teachers College conference con-
sidered the function of education in any community.
Several speakers discussed various facets of the confer-
ence's theme: “Strengthening Community Life Through
Education.” Their consensus was that education should
take upon itself the responsibility of setting up a group of
community leaders, of civic-minded citizens, to consider
ways of “strengthening community life.” i

Two days of thorough discussion raised this all-im-
portant gquestion: What is the role of education in a
changing society ?

The conference recognized that education is only
one of many social institutions. Teaching is one of five |
learned professions, each with its own specialized respon- |
sibility to society. Medicine safeguards and promotes hu- |
man physical and mental well-being. Engineering applies
the results of basic scientific research for human benefit
and comfort. Religion is charged with ministering to |
man'’s spiritual ailments and maintaining the moral order.
And law, or government, protects and regulates indivi- |
duals in the manner willed by the majority of them. And
education too has its function.

What is it?

Education has the primary and sole responsibility for
passing on the race’s accumulated wisdom and knowledge.
An important and implicit duty is the development of the
character of children and adolescents. But other social
institutions also share this responsibility. Religion, medi-
cine, and to some extent government play their parts. But
sbove all it is the home which in any community has the
primarv duty of shaping young people’s characters.

The development of that aspect of the young person’s
character as rational, mental, or intellectual, is
the sole function of education. Traditionally, the method
of performing this function has been to pass on the cul-
tural heritage of the civilization.

“Is it irue that you recently gave a class a test over irrelevant
an unassigned material?”

Former Chancellor Robert Hutchins of the Univer- |

sity of Chicago once observed that “since in a democracy
all men are rulers, all men must have the education ap- |
propriate to rulers.” Classical education was regarded as |
the most appropriate education for the rulers, the aristo- |
crats. The founders of the American public school system, |
including the illustrious Horace Mann, contended that

it vociferously. Mortimer Smith took professors of edu-
cation to task for their “anti-intellectualism.” And a
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“Educational Wastelands.” l
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American communities?
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