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Lincoln, Nebraska

Friday, December 10, 1954 ,

Editorial Comment

Homecoming Snowball

Homecoming Decorations chairmen from or.
ganized women's houses have taken the first
step to bring about revisions of a system
badly needing change. In a meeting held Tues-
day, women's groups voiced their unhappiness
with the decorations system as it is now. They
pointed out that Homecoming dispiays have
been too compilcated and too expensive this
year and said a change should be made, though
none of the voung ladies at the meeting could
present a plan for curing the present décora-
tion ills.

The displedsure voiced at that meeling are
true reflections of the feelings of more than
a few women students. Fraternily members,
particularly pledge classes, will recall the non-
pleasureable vacation from classes, studying
and sleep Homecoming decorating always
entails,

Homecoming decorations and assorted
“pageantry” have grown out of all proportions
on this and other college campuses. The pur-
pose of ("esignating one Saturday as homecoming
is to welcome alumnl back to thelr alma mater;
however, this group certainly does not require
or even ask for over-elaborate decorations. Dec-
orations have become larger and larger not be-
cause of popular demand but because of the
“make ours bigger and beltern’ anyone else’s”
gpirit. Until organizations examine their motives
in putting up their displays, the expenses and
labor*required for “a good” decoration will
continue to snowball,

The reason for snowballing is actually quite
simple—fear. Student organizations, namely or-
ganized houses, are afrsid not to attach undue
fiftention to decorations because their organ-
ization might not look good when stacked up
alongside some other, competitive organization,

The women who met to complain that Home-
coming decorations are too elaborate and too
expensive are simply reaping what they have
sown. By constantly planning bigger and bet-
ter Homecoming displays to make the opposi-
tion look inferior they have forced themselves
into the situation they now deplore.

Universitly men are exactly in the same posi-
tion. Though they have not yet had a group
meeting to discuss the dissatisfaction with the
Homecoming system, there are many who are
not happy with over-elaborate decorations re-
quired by the compelitive system as we
know it

However, stating the*obvims doesn’t accom-
plish the solution to a real problem. Homecoming
is too elaborate here, particularly in the realm
of house decorations. Something can be done,
if the organizations involved will take action to
change their idea of competition. Sororities and
fraternities in particular can, by mutual agree.
ment among themselves, make the need of
highly complex, expensive decorations unneces-
sary.,

It is no secret that many houses went over
the §50 maximum cost ruling of the Innocents

Society In years past, and a few exceeded the
$100 limit more recently In effect despite of
efforts by the Homecoming committee to prevent
such activity. This shows quite clearly that
legislation by groups outside the individual
organizations Involved will never solve the
problem, Only through agreenmrent with indi-
vidual organizations and a willingness to com-
ply among the organizations will the “bigger,
better, more' expensive™ trend end.

Many organizations p‘r*otest that an agreement
to curtail Homecoming decorations will cause
a reduction in quality. This simply isnjt so.
Decorations are good or bad as they compare to
others, There is no absolute scale by which
to measure any decoration.

However, there is good reasoning behind the
argument that complex expensive Homecoming
decorations are better than others. But those
who feel this way should also agree the decora-
tions they favor are too large projects for a
single organization. If organized houses could
forget their feelings of competition long enough
to combine forces to work on producing a suc-
cessful Homecoming, not so much for old Alpha
Alpha Alpha but for the general category of
organized groups at the University of Nebraska,
very elaborate highly complex decorations
could be made without undue expense and
effort. As an example, several groups could
work on one decoration representing all of the
organizations contributing time and effort to
the common decoration,

It is doubtful that organizations could forget
their individual aims to an extent which would
make such a plan a successful operation.

The suggestion which seems to be the most
likelv as a solution fo the problem is not an
ori wal—it has been tried on other campuses
W i1 some success, Its general plan begins with
the assumption that individual organizations will
do their best to produce a homecoming Jecora-
tion, Each organization may spend what it
wishes and use whatever theme it thinks desir-
able, However, individual organizations make
a decoration only once each two vears. Campuses
with fraternity and sorority rows are divided
into two groups, with a different group taking
on the tasy of making a house decoration on
alternaling years.

Here, the division would be easy; 16th street
organizations would put up decorations one
vear with R street organizations taking over the
task the next. Organizations not on these
streets could be assigned to one group or the
other, with the different halls in the Quadrangle
and Residence Halls for Women taking turns
with dormitory decorations. Thus labor would
be cut in half, and the desired level of expense
up to the organizations involved,

As an addition to this plan, erganizations not
scheduled to put up a house decoration could
take charge of the parade floats. The reduction
in volume would be more than compensated for
by the increased quality.—T. W,

Comics And Problem Parents

Immoral publications are under fire once
again, The local City Council announced that
it has taken steps to have the legal department
prepare several possible amendments to the
ordinance governing the sale of pictures and
literature to minors, The amendments to be
considered are to be based on a model ordin.
ance prepared by the National Institute of
Municipal Law Officers and, according to City
Attorney Jack Pace, will be aimed at comic
books,

It seems that before the City Council's action
on the matter, Lincoln groups were already
trying various solutions to what they consider to
be forces which encourage juvenile delinquency.

The Lincoln Woman's Club and local PTA's
have distributed an approved list of comic books
to grade school children. According to children
who analyzed the unapproved comics in a
classroom discussion, the comics coutained
slang expressions, poked fun at police and fire
men, used poor English grammar, were diffi-
cult to read or poorly presented the classics,
These infirmities were said to parallel those
found by the Lincoln Weman's Club and PTA’s
and given as reasons why the comics should
not be read by minors,

The action taken by ge local groups indicates
an sitempt to protect minors from literature
which, in the way it is presented, influences
the correct attitudes toward policemen and pub-
lic servants, schouol adacemics and the classics
that society as a whole desires its children to
have. In many questionable comics, policemen,
or ‘“cops,” are portrayed ss enemies of the
criminal’'s geniue. The classics, such as “Les
Miserables” or ‘““Wuthering Heights," are crude
burlesques of the true literary art by which
they were written. If children must revert to

these shoddy forms of reading material when
in most homes or public libraries there are
good children’s books which entertain while
they thach, then it is no wonder our schools
canmot turn out future leaders with the tradi-
tional cultural background that existed before
comic books,

With the coming of television the bulk of the
population has been fturned into a seeing and
listening public, not a reading and thinking one,
Books grow dusty on the shelves, their educa-
tional contents sacrificed for one favorile tele-
vision show after another, However, there is
one consolation which applies to comic haters,
Not only books are being replaced, but also the
comic books. Western shoot-em-ups are favorites
of the TV small fry. But as opposed to the
glorification of criminals in comic books, the
“good men" always win,

Actually the prnbleg of children reading
questionable comic books lies in the interest or
indifference of parents, If & parent permits a
child to read this type of literature then it is
the parent who should be reprimanded—not
the child. If the Woman's Club and PTA’s
really wanted to hit home with their approved
list of comic books perhaps they should send the
list to every parent in Lineceln.

An appeal to the parents might bring about
civic action much quicker than an appeal to
the children. Most parents, if their attention
were solicited, would be quite interested to know
just what their children have been reading in
the comic books which lie scattered around the
kome. Perhaps if this unfortunate reading
habit in children were checked and properly
directed toward other, more educational recrea-
tions there would not be adults in the future who
seck out obscene magazines and vulgar pictures
on the newsstands.—J. H.

Afterthoughts

Whistlebait

- Every day on her way to class she is fol-
lowed by a chorus of whistles and woll calls
from the hundreds of men students in one of the
halls she must pass, “This is quite serious,”
she prolested. “'It's a shattering experience.”
Such shattering evperiences are rare here,

according to an impromptu survey of several
reasonably attractive coeds. Can't Nebracka

-ﬁmwjmtm'ttheyhtmszed?
Both remsons sound a bit unbelievable, and

this same informal survey révealed that Ne-
braska coeds aren't really worried.

After all, the fellows make up for it in other
ways.

No Bathing Beauties

East and West, North and South — coileges
and universities throughout the nation enjoy
their bathing beauties—and those coeds give
their schools publicity in return for the pub-
licity given them. Even here at NU, the “Miss
Miami"” queens were permissable—until they
appeared on the printed page,
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LITTLE MAN ON CAMPUS

“Your wife just called—you left your briefcase on th' back porch.”

Letterip

lvy Dum:ng

Dear E H
I agree completely with Jerry
Shumway's letter concerning Kos-
met Klub’s ruling that only fra-
ternity songs be sung on Ivy Day.
It must be admitted that the best
music being written today is not
in the fraternity field. Kosmet
Klub's rule would take from fra-
ternities the opportunity to sing
their choice of the best and most
challenging choral music in the
world, Fine literature of this type
has been presented in the Ivy Day
sings. The rule would end that.
It seems to me that it.is the
place of every fraternity, as well
as of Kosmet Kiyb, to recognize
the danger of this rule to the con.
tinued high quality of the fra-
ternities’ part in the Ivy Day sing.
WENDELL FRIEST

Xmas With An X

Dear Editor:

Yes, Miss Tyson, Christmas Is
here again and commercialized as
ever., (Woman's View, Dec, 8),
Christmas as ‘‘Xmas" is totally
irrelevant to the commercializo-
tion of Christmas. If anything, it
has a direct reference to its sac-

The origin of the abbreviation
“Xmas" is in the Greek word for
Christ which begins with the Greek
letter “Chi” (printed X), Chi was
used in combination with Rho
(printed P) as a symbol by the
early Christians and is found in
the catacombs and in many mod-
ern churches, Thus, we haven'l
“‘{aken the Christ oul of Christimas
and replaced it with an “X,” but
have only used an ancient Chris-
tian symbol in the interests of ab-
breviation.

Possibly vou object to any ab-
breviation whatsoever. If so, you
are of course entitled to your opin-
jfon. However, I point out that
the use of symbols for the real
thing has long been accepted, for
example “X” for *kiss” at the
end of correspondence which you
yvourself have probably used ut
one time or another. Moreover,
it is your own profession, journ-
alism, which does more than any-
thing else to promote abbreviation,
and it is quite possible that journ-
alism is primarily responsible for
the use of Chi as a symbol for
Christ in Christmas,

Of course, T must agree that
Chrisimas is too much commercial-
ized. To show my own objections

to commercialization, 1 am nol

planning on buying any presenis

ihis year. How aboul »ou?
DICK RALSTON

Man Is Society
Dear Ediior:

I have read Dr, Robert Lindner’s
remarks quoted in Time magazine
and can only wonder what sup-
posed persecutions society must

{have heaped on Miss Elliot which

would prompt her acceptance of
such ideas to the extent she would
quote them in her column (Givin’
'Em EH, Dec. 7))

The only {rue individealist this
carth has ever produced in the
form of a man was the early cave
man. But he soon learned the
advantages of social organization,
else, Miss Flliot you and I might
be living in caves. Promolers of
“individualism” want to enjoy the
advaniages of modern social or-
ganization without bearing the
respansibilities of them.

The idea that social integration
has resulted in a psychopathy-pro-
ducing ‘‘damage to the ego” and
“lJoss of identity” is the most ab-
surd part of this argument. For
only through being able to identify
great social causes and purposes
has man been able to rise above
animalism. For example, identifi-
cation with the Christian cause is
the only hope for the salvation of
the modern world,

The non-conforming “individual
isis” may threw all the road-
blocks at furthering social inlegra-
tion they wish; but they can’t des-
troy the truth of the fact thal all
the tronbles in the world are
caused by who wifl not accepl the
highest principle of life: man as an
individual exists only for the good
of man as a society.

DORWIN RAYMONDE

it happened at nu

Every year there is some siu-
dest, who, when the PBK lists
come out, recelves a severe shock.

One such sipdent under one
such shock could only wuller “And
1 told all my friends he was sty-
pid.”

Of course there are the sindents
who complain about the presence
of some “brain” in a class who al-
ways gets such high grades that
the instructor can’'l scale the low-
er ones, Bul after the PBK an-
nonncements the complaints change
to “Gee, he was in my class and

was he ever smart.”

Free Lecture Entitled

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE:

The Coincidence of Pure Science
and Pure Religion S

By GEORGE NAY, C.
Member of the Board of Lectureship of The Mother Church

S. of Chicago, Illinois

]

~ The First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, Massachu-

setis,

December 12 - - - SUNDAY - - . 3 P.M.

Church Edifice

12th and L Streets

(Nursery available for children up to 6 years of age)

This challenging lecture by Mr. Nay |3
should be of special interest to faculty |3
| and students alike. You and your

Movie Previews

Critic Tells
Procedure

By ELLIE GUILLIATT
Contrary to usual procedure, I

e 9,

!pietures" consists of for me,

Basleally, to be artistic In my

am going to devote my column|eyes, a film must first have unity

to a definition of how 1 base my
criticisms of the movies 1 see.
First of all, I do not set mysell
up as an allseeing, all-kmw!ng
eritic of the art of the motion
picture—although 1 sincerely feel
thac  motion pictures can and
should be classified as art. Such
a classification presupposes a high
standard of quality and, by the
same token, many films which can
only be called mediocre, Many
American movies are spectacular
instead of magnificent, sentimental
instead of sensitive.

In conirast to the bad films (in
an ariistic sense) which producers
have sold to the American public,
we need only look at “Member of
the Wedding,” “Come Back Little
Sheba,” “From Here to Eternity,”
“Moulin Rouge,” and you possibly
have vour own additions te my list,

Surprisingly enou gh, none of
these movies were in Cinemascope,
al! but one of them (Moulin Rouge)
were filmed in black and white,
and none of them was “scintilat-
ing” in the popular Hollywoodes-
que vocabulary. Yet each of them
was a moving, sensitive, thought-
provoking film.

Why? What makes these few ari
and the majority artificial at-
tempts? This brings us to the con-
sideration of a wvery ambiguous
idea called “‘the criteria of art.”
Neither will 1 attempt to ade-
quately explain this generality, but
I will tell you what “art in motion

.+ . by this I mean the production
musi neliher be overshadowing nor
inadequate to suit the neéeds of the
plot, It must alse have an Integrity
in that it holds an aesthetic dis.
tance and does not play wholely
on the human emotion of sympathy
for its impact, but rather porirays
its theme with restraint and sensi.
tive percepion of those human
values which must necessarily be
apparent to give the sudience an
understanding of that theme, It
must be selective in ils presenia.
tion, nelther embarrassing the
spectator by too naturalistic an ex.
pression nor intimidating his intel.
ligence by too esoleric an expres.
sion, 1 am nol trylng to imply
that all movies should have noble
themes or be depressingly tragic,
for there Is certainly grealness in
comedy as wilnessed in Charlis
Chaplin’s beautiful silent flms, or
in “Born Yesterday,” or in
“Adam's Rib.”

I am only saying that any in.
telligent movie goer has a right
to expect decent, well-constructed
films—often he does not get them,
The sole purpose of this column,
as I see it, is neither to pan a
movie nor to praise it, but rather
to present a few sincere commenta
to stimulate the reader's interest
and his mind. These comments I
try to present as concisely and as
coherently as possible in the hope
of entertaining and interestng my
readers.

Final Notice

The deadline for turning in your
selections for (he All-University
feam has been extended to this Fri-
day at 5:M p.m. There are siill
ten Greek and Independent or-
ganizations whoe have nol turned
in their recommendations. If your
team does not turn in ballots, no
consideration will be given te your
organization’s representatives.
Lists of your organization’s se-
lections for the AU team and
recommendalions for your own
team members should be left on
the desk of the sporls edilor in
The Nebraskan office in the base-
ment of the Union.

The deadline is this Friday, De-
cember 11, at 5:00 p.m.

FOR TASTY FOOD

AND

FRIENDLY SERVICE
TRY
YMCA GRILL

13th & P

OPEN SUNDAY
6:00 AM—9:00 P.M.

 ———
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Your Fashion

Center of

. . . And All Through the
House, No Gifts so Exciting As A

Blouses , . . Magee’s First Floor

MAGEES

Linceoln

What a wonderful sur
prise for you om Christ
mas mom, when you
open that gift box and find
a new “litle boy” blouse
by Hollyvogue . , . Styled
with Peter Pan collar,
and ocean pearl bub
tons, Completely wash-
able and sonforized In
solid colors and prints In
both light and dark back-
grounds , . . sizes 32 fo 88,




