
Behind the News
By Olson and Ordal.

Ethiopia and Iraq
Overshadowed in the news tfy the more star-

tling events of the Balkan campaign and the flight

of Rudolf Hess, the British forces in Rast Africa

have been steadily and successfully carrying out

the job to which they were assigned.

That job was driving the Italians out of Kthi-opi- a

and restoring, to Haile Selassie the ancient
kingdom snatched from his by Mussolini in 1935.
With the capitulation of the Italian Duke of Aosta
and 35,000 troops Monday, the British marked the
successful completion of their task.

The British, however, will have little time to
rejoice over their East African victory, for events
in the middle east, particularly Syria, continue
daily to grow more ominous.

The nazis for several days have been trans-
porting war materials across Syria and into Iraq,
ostensibly preparing for an assualt on the oil fields
there.

The British, in an effort to stop the nazi infil-

tration, have been bombing Syrian airdromes and
nazi supplies in Syria.

Aside from the activity of the Germans the situ-

ation now is complicated by the attitude of the en-

slaved French government which is calling upon
the Syrians to resist what it called "criminal agres-
sion" by the British. The French proclamation came
from General Henri Dents, French high commis-
sioner "for mandated Syria.

In spite of the fact that the attitude of the
French is making it difficult for the British in the
middle east, the French probably will not be able
to do much in the way of actual fighting should
they be forced by Hitler to open hostilities with
their traditional ally.

The French force in Syria probably does not
contain more than 30,000 men, and in view of Free
French agitation, and the Frenchman's general dis-

like for being under the heel of the Nazi boot, their
morale is highly questionable.

Further complicating the situation is the po-

rtion of Turkey. Franz von Papen has been woo-

ing the Turks again, and it Is highly possible that
with the help of the Russians Hitler may be able
to persuade the Turks that their best interests will
I served by permitting the passage of nazi sup-

plies.
In view of the tense situation the collapse of

the Italians in Ethiopia is most opportune. General
Wavell is reported to have some 500,000 men in
North Africa, and now to this force can be added
the excellent South African and Indian troops from
Ethiopia.

Add to this the British fleet and the eastern
air force, and they should be able to put up a good
fight against the nazis in the Middle Kast.
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Aof inflation or intervention
rather uar or intervention
DEAR EDITOR:

My name, among those of other faculty niem-lr- s.

was on the petition sent to Washington for
action "not necessarily short of war." I siisjiect
that my reasons for signing were somewhat dif-

ferent from those of other signatories. Believing

that those reasons are overlooked in current dis-

cussions of war ar.d peace and that they have come
to le the most significant phase of the problem, I
venture to submit them.

May I say, first of all, that I have been an
isolationist and that I still subscribe to the doc-

trines of isolationism. I deny that this is a war
for ideals, that one side is good and the other
bad, and that invasion of the United States is
imminent. It is my opinion that involvement in
this war will bring us a huge debt and economic
tribulations such as America hat never known,
and that the consequent poverty and disillusion-
ment will shake the foundations of our society.

In 1939 I believed that our best chance to avert
& national calamity was aJheitnc to the neutrality

et then in force, arms embargo and alL The act
had been passed in the sober days of peace, when
our thinking was relatively free from emotion. But
our government has Jong since departed from the
isolation which that act would have given us. We
have been intervening in the war almost since its
beginning. Isolation has been dead for many
viontha. If there had been any doubt of this be-

fore, the Lend-Leas- e law must have dispelled it
In an economic sense we are now at war

mn4 it is in Hs economic aspect that modern war
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has become most devastating. Also we are at
war with hatred and intolerance
everywhere. Only in a military sense are we at
peace, and even here we have used our navy to
patrol for England's cause. The isolationist should
'ealize that his policy has already been rejected.

The issue today is not between isolation and
intervention, but between intervention and war.
Shall we continue half-wa- y measures or become
fully belligerent? My decision for war is based
upon the belief that by our present policy of in-

tervention we are exposing ourselves to most of
the ills of belligerency without placing ourselves in is
a position to realize the possible benefits. Our eco- - countless
nomic system is already so devoted to war produc- - questions that Arnold K. Barager,
tion that the unsolved depression of the past decade who been directing the uni-wi- ll

return with much deeper implication for the versity household equipment ex

future of democracy. We have gained the ll

of the whole world, including the nations
which now likely to dominate Kurope, Asia
and Africa.

By going to war we shall sustain
more important loss the slaughter and
of men. I do not underestimate the human suf-
fering caused by bullets and bombs, but I be-

lieve that a modern war causes much greater
anguish by its economic dislocations than by the
murder of men. The economic effects of the first
World War were still to be seen in

and general
in September of 1939. In fact, they had been chief
among the causes of dictatorship in Europe and
of the present war. As compared to the first
World War, this war has been kind to human
life. In any case, why should we ask the British
to o all of the dying?

There are several possible benefits of full bel
ligerency. Most important is the opportunity

war nH ik. military science and lcm-s- :
v..

war we should strengthen will
and other to Fred Voigt

resist. an ally of England we should have a
stronger claim to the fleet if their islands

re invaded. a belligerent we might assure our-
selves of a seat at the peace conference.

None of these benefits can come from our
present policy of intervention. I believe that the
isolationist should of

for a lost
which seems second Our greatest need

ai is ior national unity.
Norman Hill.
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to any further intervention, and many othei not
voting believing the whole memorial business a lot filled
of foolishness.

The administration, believing that the primary
job of the university is to and to on

the functions of an is not
in favor of the circulation of petitions at all among
the faculty i! regardless of their content. The

diil not have administrative and there-foi- e

cannot be interpietcd as an official of
the university.

The opinion expressed in the memorials was
not the sentiment being voiced in the
Tho there are a few rabid interventionists whose
strong feeling on the subject prompt them to dis-

cuss it with their students, the large number of
them urge of and keep

in their lectures on international
And finally the opinion of the faculty is not

typical of that held by the majority of students.
Out of almost 2,0 students voting in the spring
campus election. 1.1K) endorsed a "short of war"

favoied inoie isolation, ami only 123 felt
the issues at slake in the war jusljied Americas
ent runce.

Quotable Quotes
"The ideals of democracy, of

of fair play, of jrsonal liberty can be
only we organize ourselves to give practical ex-

pression to fundamental human urge to work
and We educators do remarkable things
with the machinery we have built up
if we can set before the community the ideal of
creation and release it from the stultifying fear of
surpluses.

If democratic leadership cannot say to youth
under conditions as well as in wartime
crises: "You are needed; prepare well; the way to
the top is open," democracy cannot in my judg-
ment survive the challenge of dictatorship.
Genuine loyalty the ideal cannot ulti-
mately be induced merely by indoctrinating youth
with academic arguments in of the free so-
ciety." John W. Studebaker, United States commis-
sioner education, his viws on
of democracy.
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