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PACE TWO

An Imaginary W ound
Library V

To The Editor:
"Why the sudden interest in the condition

of the university library? Certainly the uni-
versity needs in this direction are not marked-
ly than they Mere a year airo at which
lime a new library Imiljinp campaign mijht
liave had the success that was won by a fool-
hardy Student Union campaign.

I say foolhardy and I mean it. The Stu-
dent I" uion luiildinsi was the largest ease of
wholesale squandprinjr that our national jjoy-ernme-

lias ever lieen yirivileped to foster.
Spending with Mind, reckless abandon and
never a thought about decaying hooks under
a leaky roof.

Today, however, a new editor lolls upon
the throne. Perhaps he is trying to show that
he is educationally minded, hut
suspect that his motives are similar to those
of the vagrant who was at Ihe helm before
him. "I'm editor now, and I must promote
something."

However. I'm for the editor 100 percent.
And the point of this editorial seems lost. It
will not be. if 1 can make we mortals realize
what fools we lie.

There are nine pieces of const met ion
needed on the Nebraska eampu. or rather nine
were needed a year ago. Ninth on this list is
the Student Union building that is now near-in- g

completion. First, in all manner of intel-
ligent thinking, was the university library.

Today the temple of the coke sippers is
lieing gloriously erected. The glad house of
the (reeks a depredation of any contem-
plated construction within the next five years,
and paid for. in part, hy those who will sel-
dom, if ever, have occasion to enter if. It is
fin everlasting monumental tribute to the igno-vanc- e

of the press and the lengths to which an
fditor will go to "pivniote something."

CARL R, YOST.
To Carl 1. Yost:

The Nebraskan's interest in a new library
is not sudden. As explained in yesterday's
editorial we did everything but bribe the leg-
islators to pass the ten year building bill Inst
spring in order that the university's plight
might be ameliorated. 'We failed, the admin-
istration failed, and numerous friends of the
university failed bv one vote.

Since the need for a library is the most
crying: of the many needs, and since the state
planning board is now active and will even-
tually recommend legislation, we hit upon
the leaky old book barn as the best means
of dramatizing the whole building situation.

Your letter. Mr. Yost, calls up once more
the old question. "Why a Union building when
a library is needed so badly?" Why has the
Kebraskan over a period of six years cam-
paigned for the Union, when other Iniildings
are a matter of life or complete decay to the
university? The present "promoting " editor's
three years experience as recalcitrant re-
porter mi staff worker concerning this cam-
paign may typify your own attitude. Mr. Yost.

In the bitter light of the facts, however,
the Union drive was not foolhardy. Frankly,
it was the Union or nothing, a hui.ding that is
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We used to want to be school
teachers.

It would be swell, we thought,
to say, "study this," and then give
a spine-roll- of a quiz on the as-
signmentto sort of get even with
the instructors we've had.

But we don't want to be any
more.

We don't know just how, but
you can tell a school teacher, at
least during the convention. A
lot of them look as though they
had been freed for a few days from
an awful task.

We asked them about their ex-
periences as Instructors. Are they
jammed into conventional ideas by
the pressure of public opinion?
How much free thinking and free
teaching may an ordinary teach-
er do?

Necessarily, these statements
are anonymous, with classification
only as to sex. Take them for
what they are worth.
Number 1, A Man:

"I have taught for 14 years,
and I have yet to have anyone tell
me what I can or cannot teach.
Beyond fulfilling the requirements
of the state, there have never been
any restrictions placed on my
courses. Naturally, I follow the
text, but I have so far been free
to interpret that text to my pu-
pils tn my own way.

"A teacher is just expected to
behave himself. If the gets into
trouble, it's his own fault."
Noumber 2, A Woman:

"In the 13 years that I have
been teaching -- and they've nearly
all been in one school I have
been subjected to school board
criticism but once. At that time,
I, as a teacher of science, dared
to criticize the theory that the
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world was created in a matter of
a single week. Immediately, the
board was up in arms, and I was
called upon to explain by atheism.
A little healthy curiosity didn't
hurt their blessed children any.
but their parents failed to see it
that way.

"I was finally able to get out of
that difficult situation, and since
then have avoided trouble by stay-

ing away from that subject. I do
feel that that incident is typical in
the smaller towns in the state,
where school boards dominate the
faculties."
Number 3, A Man:

"I think that in the smaller
towns, as a general rule, the teach-
er, in a majority of cases, has a
chance to express himself. I've
never been in a community yet
where I couldn't teach a subject
as I pleased.

"In the larger schools, I have
heard you can't, but in the 11
years that I have been teaching,
if I have wanted to teach a course
a certain way, I've found that I
could. I have had no trouble with
school boards."
Number 4, A Woman:

"There has never been any par-
ticular pressure brought to bear
on either myself or my teaching
methods. I have found that the
teacher who knows her subject
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