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History of Missouri Valley Conference

By Dr. R. G. Clapp

During the early part of the college year of 1906 and 1907
Professor Clark W, Hetherington of the University of Missouri
conceived the idea that an intercolleginte athletic organization
gimilar to the Intercollegiate Conference (otherwise known as
the Chicago Conference or “Big Nine'), would materially im-
prove athletic relations between the larger institutions situated
in the territory to the west and south of that controlled by the
Intercollegiate Conference.  Accordingly invitations were sent
to a number of these state universities and several other large
private institutions for the purpose of considering the advisi-
bility of such an organiation. A meeting was held in Kansas
city on January 12, 1907, was attended by rep-

resentatives of the state universities of  Ne-

It was commonly understood that the University of Towa
had co-operated in the formation of the Missouri Valley Confor
ence in order to use her influence to secure the adoption of Chi-
cago Conference rules by the new organization.  As time went
on, it became more difficnlt for this institution to fulfill her
obligations to both the Chicago and Missouri Valley  Confer
ences. The situation finally became so acute that on May 26,
1911, the University of Towa presented her resignation as a
member of the Missouri Valley Conference. From time (o
time, varions institutions in the Missouri Valley territory ap-
plicd for admission to the conference, hut none of these appli-

cations were favorably  considered  until  the

Kansas State Agricultnral College was voled

hraska, Kansas, lowa, and Missouri and Wash-
ington Universition,  Most. of the institutions
represented were favorable to such o plan and
a tentative deaft of a constitution and by-laws,
bhased primarily on the  Chicago  Conference
rules and regulations hut with modifications of
the more drastic regnlations, was considered.
[Lach representative was requested to refer the
proposed constitution to the faculty committee
on athletiey in his institution.  On Febraary
Tth of the same year the representatives of the
above universities with the exception of  Ne-
braska, met in Kansas Cily again and perfeeted
a formal organization known as the Missonri
Valley Conference of FPaculty Representatives,
The  proposed  deaft of  rales  and  regnla-

tions  was  adopted  with some  slight modi-

fcations.

in on December G, 1912,

It has always been the policy of the Mis-
sonrt: Valley Conference to put in foree such
additional vestrictions regarding eligibility as
secmed necessary, ino sneh a oway as to avoid
needless opposition.  Henee no refroactive leg-
islation of any Kind has ever bheen passed by
the conference. For example, action was (aken
by the conference at the May meeting, 191,
barring graduate students from competition;
but this rale was not made operative nntil Sep-
tember 119120 One this acconnt it raise:dl very
little opposition inasmuch as it did not apply
toany upper classman eligible for competition
at the time the action was taken,

The most dreastic athletie legishition ever

taken by the Missouri Valley Conference insti-

The University of Nebraska refused to co-
operate in this movement owing to the fear on
the part of certain members of the athletie
board that it would require her to enforee the “one-year-resi-
dence™ rule; instead of the one-semester of residence in the in-
stitution—and certain other  restrictions which Nebraska was
not enforcing at that time except when required to do so by a
few members of the Chicago Conference which refused to sched-
ule with Nebraska under other than their own rules.

A few months after the organization of the Missouri Valley
Conference, lowa State College and Drake University ;u-c-vph»;l
an invitation to join.

The rules of the Chicago Conference required its members
in competition with institutions not members of their organiza-
tion where such institutions were considered of equal rank ath-
letically, to insist upon the enforecement of conference rules
of eligibility by both teams.  The Missouri Valley Conference
also adopted a similar rule. Inasmuch as practically all of the
stronger universities in the middle west were members of one
or the other of these organizations it was practically impossible
for the University of Nebraska to compete with her logical
rivals, Minnesota, Towa, Kansas, Towa State College, ete., ex-
cept under the Intercollegiate Conference of Missouri Valley
Conference rules.  The matter soon resolved itself into a case
of “Taxation without Representation,” athletically speaking.
Those in control of the situation soon recognized the faet that
it was mueh hetter policy to become oo member of the Missonri
Valley Confervence, — thereby securing for the University of Ne-
braska a vote on the formation of these eligibility rules,—than
to be on the outside and be obliged to compete under rules, in
the adoption of which they had no voice.  Therofore on March
11, 1908, the Nebraska Athletic Board voted unanimously to

accept the invitation to join the new conference,
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futions was that adopted by the recents and
governing boards at their meeting in Kansas
City on April 19, 1910, The more important
restrictions muade at this meeting were as fol-
lows Abolition of the training table, limiting freshmen to in-
fra-university competition, limiting members of intercollegiate
feams to two sports in one academic year, forbidding athletice
competition on Thanksgiving Day, requiring all intercollegiate
football games to be played on college, abolishing the limmer
throw as an intercollegiate track event by members of the con-
ference, and requiring that all athletic coaches be regular mem-
bhers of the teaching stafl employed by the governing board of
the institution for the full academic yvear. Practically all of
this legislation has proven desivable and almost no protest was
raised because of these enactments, vet the same restrictions
under similar circumstances by the faculty members of the Mis-
souri Valley Conference would have raised a storm of protest
in practically every institution in the conference.

There can be no question but that the Missouri Valley Con-
ference has been largely responsible for the distinet elevation
of the standards of sportsmanship in the colleges and univer-
sities of the Missouri Valley and that the organization will con-
tinue to be the predominant factor in maintaining and develop-
ing further the high plane that has already been set. While
the University of Nebraska joined the Missouri Valley Confer-
ence under conditions that were not entively to her credit and
occasionally some single action taken by the conference has
seemed unnecessary and undesirable,as the fime went on, the
large majority of the faculty and students of the university ree-
ognized more and more the necessity for, and reasonableness of
most of the present regulations—as well as the general benefits
which Nebraska has derived from her membership in the organi-
wation,




