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FOOTBALL REFORM.

—

The reform wave has sttjnck‘ the
country in truth, and along with
trusts, Insurance companles, patont

medicines and poilthnl machines must
%o the great game of football. When
there are so many evils to be elimi-
nated and so many abuses to be cured,
it ig perhaps natural for the public to
desire reform In evervthing which has
been subjécted to criticism for any
reason whatever, but the mere fact
that football has recelved mmuch crit-
feism should not be conclusive as to
Its quality.

Lately there has been a great deal
sald about the laxity of morals among
the different university athletic boards
of both west and east Induced by the
overpowering desire to win. Strange
to say, however, the cry for the aboll-
tion of football has not been. caused
by these disclosures, and If it -had, it
would be a satisfactory answer to say
that the fault did not lie in the game
itself, but in the attendant circum-
stances which would be the same In

the case of any sport which should be.

substituted for it as the principal col-
legiate athletic activity, The ground
for the demand for reform or aboll-
tion is In the deaths and injuries
which have occiurred from the game
during the past Beason. During the
campalgns of 1900 and 1904 we heard
much about the inestimable value of
the life of a single American., Ad-
mitting this, and admitting the cor-
. rectness of the casualty list, the game
Is \flcluus_ But before we shonld ar-
rive at this coneclugion we should in-
vestigate the figures more closely. A
few striking errors standl out, and If
the enttre list Is as faulty as aré the
detalls concerning accidents which we
know about, no rellange should be
placed on it. In the first place, the
death of a football tralner who was
drowned while on a pleasure trip I8 In-
cluded and attributed to football.
Denslow is sald to have recelved most
severe Injurles to the knee which
might cripple him, but the little end
Is as frisky as ever.# Two lowa play-
ers are included among those slain,
whereas physicians' testified that In
each case death was due to outside
causes. But most Important of all is
the fact that a very large majority of
* the Injuries occur among high échool
players, and weé must’'admit that foot-
ball as it Is now played Is not a proper
- sport for 'boys In preparatory schools.
And when we consider that at least

100 colleges and 500 high schools havel
teams, with squads averaging at least

twenty-five men in each case, the num-
ber of casualties, even accepting the
list as correct, may not seem 80 large
a8 to force us to the concluslon that
foothall should not be permitted In
colleges even under more exact su

pervision,

The evil of “eribbing"” s still erop-
ping out in our larger schools. In
Georgetown Unliversity -eleven mem-
bers of the senlor class were not per-
mitted to graduate because of “erib-
bing.” Three admitted and will be
allowed to graduate upon passing suc-
cessfully a re-examination. The other
elght pleaded “not gullty” and had
thelr entire senior examinations can-
celled. If they stand a re-examination
in medical zoology and other subjects
they will be allowed to graduate this
fall,

The wave of reform Is striking
Northwestern Untversity. Professors
and students will join hands in purify-
ing both athletics and soclety. The
Inter-Fraternity Council is the ceglral
committee and it has discussed plans
for the regulation of “Soclal Excesses.”
The fraternities are going to refrain
from pledging students until a year
after matriculation, The sororities
are expected to follow sulit,

Such a2 movement is to be highly
commended and muech Interest will
be taken in the work of reform.

Ohio Wesleyan and Western Re-

serve have selected as a subject for
their annual debate, “Resolved, That
Congress delegate the power to regu-
lute and determine railway rates lo a
commission or burean, the deecision of
which shall be ol their own foree ef-
fective.”

In view of the recent actions taken
against football in the Kast, it might
be Interesting to note that Prineceton
has taken the affirmative of the ques-
tion, "Resolved, That intercollegiate
football in America Is a detriment
rather than a benefit.” Harvard and
Princeton will meet on December 15
and fight it out.

Senior-Junior Game.

The annual Interclass football game
between the senior and junlor classes
will be played on the University grid-
iron Thursday afternoon at 1 p, m.
The gge has been scheduled twice
before this season and had to be post-
poned on account ol the condition of
the field and the weather. These
postponements have greatly delayed
the dates of the games and what the
interclass managers hoped to avold at
the first of the season—playlng the
games after the football season had
closed—has been thrust upon  them,
In order now (o get the games played

will be necessary to play the first two
games this week and pull off the de-
ciding match, between the winners in
the first two, next week. The mana-
gers of the senlor and junior teams
have, therefore, announced that  the
game Thursday will be played regard
less of weather condlt‘lpni:.

Meeting of” Graduate Club, ¢

All members of the faculty and stu-
dents doing graduate work are cor-
dlally Invited and will be speclally
welcome at the meeting of the Gradu-
ate Club, which. will meet Friday eyen-
ing of this week with Prof. H. H. Wil-
sen, 1339 Boéuth Sixteenth street,
Praof. Geo. E. Howard will give a short
address. Special music will be ren-

dered. Refreshments will be served.

off befgye the Christmas vacation it
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Protected by Block Signals

The first rallway in America to adopt the absolute
Block System in the operation ef all trains was the

Chicago, Milwaukes & St.
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It to-day has more miles of road operated under
block signal rule than any othor railway company.
The 8t. Panl Road was the first railway to light
ite trains by electricity, and it now has more than
400 eleotrio-lighted passenger cars in daily service.
Three trains from Union Station, Omaha, to Unien
Btation, Chicago, every day.
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Hot Soda
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Ice Cream
and Ices

Concerning the Y. M. C. A,

The University Y. M. C. A, bas is.
sued a circular appealing to th> young
men of the University to join the as-
soclation and help defray th> many
CXpenses *‘.'qlle enjoying the numer-
cus advautages attaching to men Ler-
ship. A Dbrief statement is givea of
the purposes of the organlzation, and
then a number of facts ahout it are
enumerutea. Every man in the Uuni-
versity should obtain one of Lhese cir-
culurs and read It attentively

Class of 19056 Meet.

cliss who are now in the University
will hold a meeting tomorrow morning
at chapel time in U. 212 for the pur-
pose of perfecting an organization for
the year, - There are s0 many members
of this class in the University this
year that jt has seemed fgasil;le Lo or-
ganize and have some sort of an onter-
tainment during the winter, This will
be a new departure in this Phiver
sity, and_ it Is to be hoped that it will
be successful. >,

_ Netice.
All footbal ‘men must turn in thelr
equipment to ‘the manager before
chapél time Thursday, December 7,

The Messiah,

The annual production of the fa-
mous “Messiah” will il the last coy-
vocation period before the holidays,
Wednesday, December 20. The solo
Ists are alveady engaged and are work-
ing on thelr parts, Mrs. Raymond is
anxious to have as large a chorus aus
pnssible, and urges all who have evoer
parieipated in a rendition of the
“Messiah’ to come ta as many of the
1ehearsals as they can, whether they

belong to the chorus or not, and to
take part in the production.” Re-
hearsals are held Monday,
and Wednesday at five o'clock in Me-
morial Hall, .

All the membevrs of last year's senlor

Tuesday.
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