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 Athletics=Then and Now

By Professor H. W, Caldwell

In the last thirty years a remarkable
transformation has taken place In the
form and organization of our colleges
and universities. It almost seems as
If the very spirit lnd’polnt of approach
has been reversed, Doubtless this Is
not quite true of any school, and Is
lppmximafely true only in the great
universities, leaving the smaller col-
leges pmtiully'unchlnnd in many
cases. Whether this change is mere
change or whether it marks a process of
improvement it is not the purpose here
to discuss. The movement In athletios
fa more remarkable even than that in
general university life,

Taking Nebraska University as an
example, we find the point of depar-
ture about 1890, In the early days, in-
dividual Initiative controlled absolute-
1. There was no organization either
on the part of the University itself, or
within the student body. The forms of
athletics were simple and in the main
without definite alm or end. Running
races and running against time were
indulged in at irregular Intervals, but
in no case was there an attempt to
traln regularly, The events were not
planned ahead, but entered upon as the
result of banter or fun. The same lack
of organization ruled in jumping con-
tests, croquet and lawn tennis games.
Little groups near some boarding
house pitched horse shoes somewhat
regularly as an after dinner dyspepsia
antidote. For some two or three years
after 1881 a group of 8 street profes-
sors, instructors and students played
prisoner's base nearly every pleasant
day in fall and spring for an hour or
two. BExcept for baseball, this came
the nearest having an organic life of
any sport in the Unlversity., Even
baseball had no regular system of de-
termining membership, electing cap-
tain, if indeed there was ever one who
held office for more than a single game
in the first ten years of the Univer-
sity's life. Games were played with
the Lincoln city nine, which had its
first semli-professional catcher In
1876, but these were arranged for in a
very informal way. By 1884 a little
regularity came into the baseball fleld,
but not until 1889 does there seem to
have been any regular series of games
arranged for with a fairly definite or-
ganization tgo_manage the business.
December 28, 1801, thé Western Intér-

* state football organization was per-

fected; the same year a fleld meet was
held, and the University Athletic As-
sociation was fully established, But
this article is not intended to be a
historical resume, so it may simply be
noted that since 1891 the growth has
been towards definiteness of organlza-

tion and community management,
away from the Individualistic and
towards the socialistic. In early days

the University as such felt little or'no

interest in the success or fallure of any.
“avent,” for it was only the individual
who had anything at stake; today the
fallure or success of a “team” Is re-
garded as bringing honor or disgrace
upon’ each individual, since it touches

* him-as & part of the greater whole—

the University—for which the “team”
battles,

The development of the last fifteen
years has broughi with it much good
and some evils, although I know there
are those in our midst who would re-
verse the statement. In early days
there were few or no evlls, for there
was no sufficient nucleus around which
evil could gather. That the simple life
of the early times has much to be said
for it cannot be denied, but in a com-
plex organization such as exists today
it cannot be reintroduced, so there Is
nothing to do except to accept the In-
tense life with its close organic being
and make the best of it. The old lite
gave no opportunity for “graft;” the
new affords it a lodging place. The
remedy—a more perfect organization
and a struggle for higher standards,
so the power of reskstance may
triumph. In the formative days there
was no undue pressure from without to
lead to an over-emphasis on winning.
Today the stake Is so great that there
{s danger that ‘“rotten” methods may
be resorted to, that 'roughness will
triumph over manliness. The remedy
{g doubtless two fold—in cases where
the man is lacking, enforce definite
rules unflinchingly; In cases _pvhoro
manhood is true, aild it in keeping true
by a sensitive public consclence. The
earlier form of athletics was so in-
formal that there was relatively little

danger that the serious work of the—

University would be neglected. Today
the demand is for science in play as
well as study. This calls for thought,
time and effort, There is danger that
it thay cease to be a means and be-
come an end.

There was no call for money in the
old days—you simply took off your coat
and plunged in. Expensive flelds,
bleachers, suits, training tables, etc.,
were unknown. The modern athletic
contest calls for money in two great
quantities. Extravagance is creeping
in, and with it danger to both the con-
testant and the public. The betting
problem i8 no small one, and its cor-
ruptions may eat into the very heart
of the moral tone of University life.
These evils, and doubtless others, must
be recognized. However, they may be
and must be minimized, Destruction
of athletics is nelther desirable, nor
possible even If it were desirable, Re-
form, then, is the  only alternative.
Those who are condemning all athletic
contests would be worth more to the
University’ world If they would ald in
reform—a posesibility, inbtead of de-
voting all their breath to “knocking"—
alming at destruction which cannot be.
Courage 18 necessary, and a geod solid
backing to those who show that they
possess the courage and at the same
time the common sense to use their
couragé in such a manner as to be

-efficient. A more perfect organization

—not a return to disorganization—is
the need of the hour. A Jerome, a
Folk, a lLaFollette or a Roosevelt is
needed in every University. The stu-
dent body is in the malin sound; -it
needs strong leadership and it will
rally to any standard that means de-
cency and as few evils as this imper-
fect world can hope to realize till it
has had more than one regeneration,

THE COVER PAGE.
For the cut on the front cover page
of this isspe the. management is In-
debted to the Rudge & Guenzel com-
pany. This firm has always been a
loyal supporter of University enter-
prises, and this kindness Is only one
of the many it has shown us, o

The Game of Foot Ball —

By John D. Rice

Springing from a maultitude of
sources, the swelling column-of eritl-
clems of the game of football may well
be viewed as the Inciplent stages of
what might develop Into a sweeping
propaganda. The numerous abuses
connected with the game, though
standing in the relation of the part to
the whole, have brought it éondemna-
tion from iInfluential sources. The
taint of professionallsm, Insiduously
fostered In spite of strict rules, has
made itself apparent by the infection
it has wrought. Unwarranted brutal-
ity through the Impression that it
leaves has lowered the standard of the
game In the eyes of many.

However a diatribe agalnst profes-
gsionallsm and kindred abuses is not
l;uceasary. They are self-condemning.
But it is the intention of the writer of
this sketch to show that football as a
game should maintain its place at the
head of the list of college athletics.
No attempt Ig to be made to disgulse

the unsavory elements that have crept
into the game as It I8 often played.
Only by taking full recognition of
these can the game be discussed com-
prehensively and with a clear under-
standing,

In rushing to the defense of the
game it {8 naturally the first impulse
of the loyal student or alumus to cal}
attention to the material good result-
ing to His college when it hag a win-
ning team. Such a view is pardonable,
but if left unsupported, its refutation
readily seems a matter of fact. Yet
such a view Is not only pardonable,
but it Is justifiable,

The devotion of the .student and
alumnl! body and of the faculty to their
institution Is a power that furthers its
progress, Hand In hand with intellec-
tual and spiritual development should
go physical development, It is ever
the glory of man to pride himself upon
his powers of endurance, agility and
strength. Even among the most as-
thetic people are these gualities ad-
mired: In no game more than football
are they effectively called into“gction.

Representing then, the best of the
phyrical development of the college
an®l by no means divorced from its cul-
ture, in the football team are centered
the pride, interest and best wishes of
the student quy. .

Wearing representative colorg the
team lines up against the players of a
rival institution, imbued with the same
sense of loyalty and ambition to win
as themselves. It is then that the stu-
dent fee!s the thrill of personal inter-
est and lends his volce to the singing
of songs arnd to the clamor of inspiring

yells, Fully awakened, it is his sense .

of loyalty to his institution and its in-
terests that Is finding a vent,

Can it, then, be denied that football
serves to create a devotlon and loy-
alty among the students for their col-
lege? The Impressions are lasting
and the graduate golng forth upon the
world's highway carrles them with
him, The conclusion can readily be
drawn that just as a united and loyal
people make a nation strong, just so

" does a united, loyal and active student

body give strength to its institution.
Right here is a good place to call up
a few other considerations. The scep-
tic will argue that, granting an in-
creased prestige for the college, such
an influence might in feality be based
upon an lofected athletic system,

which may or may not be known to or
fostered by the students themselves.
Yet he finds his answer in the very
fact that little credit falls to the por-
tion of the college that violates the
ethics of the game and does not pre-
serve a spirit of falrness. We do not
have to go far to find examples, but
to call up the most Open of these
would be but to stir up past unpleas-
antness and to repeat what i now
public knowledge. ,

Football works its own vindication.
The professional or semi-professional
player loses caste In the eyes of his
fellow students, and it is seldom that
he Is not sooner or later found out.
The abuses as represented by him are
ultimately corrected, though not often
without an upheaval that shakes the
reforming Institution to its founda-
tions. In-fact the searching light of
Investigation has already exposed in-
fected systems of athletics and
wrought their purification. Such re-
sults are helpful to foothall. Only
when abuses, though known, are al-
lowed to continue does the game suf-
fer.

Brutality exhibited in the game is
repugnant to practically everyone. It
Is condemned wherever exhibited and
the odium caused by Indulging In it
ought to deter any player contemplat-
ing it. A player indulging in it de-
scends to a lower plane. His is but
the outbreak of a savage nature, which
the rules, the instructions of the coaeh,
the caution of the officials and chival-
roug instincts strongly forbid. It is
unnecessary and therefore all the
more at variance with the game,

Just as abuses may creep into any
system and yet be unable to spoil it
because of the solid underlying prin-
ciples, just so may football be made
to suffer and come out of the ordeal
better and stronger than ever,

A scruple of sceptie calls attention

to the fact that there are other athletic

sports and other things that may pro-
mote Interest in the college as well as
football. This is readily admitted, and
no attempt will be made to specify as
to kind or degree. All that I8 contend-
ed in this regard is that football fos-
ters Interest in a ¢ollege and may in-
crease Its prestige. .

A parting thought., * A sport Hke
football is a good Indicator of the en-
ergy, aggressiveness and hardihood of
our race. Ultra-civilization and great
refinement induce passiveness and a
tendency to the path of the least re-
sistance. - It 18 well that men have
ideals to strive after other tham the
mere pursuit of gain. Clean, héalthy
exercise Is the buoyant factor of hu-
man activity, and it falls to the lot of
everyone to encounter hard knocks,

Besides moral and intellectusl de-
velopment, our race needs stamina,
strength and endurance. Do not, then,

seek to discourage football, Properly

played it 1s a test for all of these quali-
ties. But let brutality and profession-
allsm be weeded out and let the game
continue as an honest American sport.

The Registrar is preparing to issue
a special edition of the University
calendar. Heretofore there has been
a large demand for the calendar dur-
ing the second semester and in order
ter satisty the demand this edition will
be issued next spring.

A new edition of the High School
Manual, containing suggestions from
the heads of departments concerning
arrangement of courses of study, ete.,
is being prepared for publication.
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