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Champ Clark continues tcTpredict
that the democrats will have a "working majority" in the next house. The
trouble is, however, that democratic
majorities in congress, no matter how
large, seldom can be made to "work"
because they invariablytget busy fighting with each other. Pittsburg Gazette-Times.

.

There are preachers who love notoriety and not unlike men of other callings some will go to any extent to
obtain it. The "affinity" cult captured some of them. 1 Then there is the
socialist preacher and only a few weeks
ago a Chicago divine gained a moment's notoriety by denying the divinity of the, Bible and Christ. Kansas,
home of freaks, comes forward with a
preacher who has forsaken the pulpit
and taken to street car driving, claiming that a minister of the gospel cannot live an honest life; that he dare
cot preach the truth or he will condemn the lives of the most of his congregation. The preacher, like other'
brethren who have tried to get in the
limelight by the advocacy of some
fantastic notion, blinds himself to
some of the teachings to which he was
supposed to be exponent. Christianity
teaches, if it teaches any one thing
plainer than another, that man is
human and full of errors and it is the
part of the church to have charity and
overlook his frailties and endeavor to
lead him to better things. Lyons Sun.

The comment reproduced from the
State Journal yesterday, to the effect
that while the bank guaranty law was
in process of formation last year members of its staff were given a confidential tip that the platform promise had
to be fulfilled, but that something
would be put into the law which the
courts would be unable to swallow,
recalls the statement made by a local
banker during the campaign of 1908,
to the effect that a large number of
Omaha's bankers were against Sheldon
because he had, prior to the republican
convention of that year, favored the
deposit guaranty propositionnd there
was a quiet understanding that Governor Shallenberger would really be
opposed to the plan. The Grand
Island banker referred to is still a
resident of the city, and will no doubt
recall the statement It is difficult to
believe that there should be such an
understanding and that Governor
Shallenberger should be a party to it,
but it will not be so difficult to believe
if what the State Journal intimates is
true. Grand Island Independent.
new idea in marriage laws is visible on the American horizon, and it is
an indication of healthful common
sense. In North and South Dakota
and in Washington laws are already
in force that no marriage license can
be issued unless the contracting parties
A.

can produce a satisfactory physician's
certificate. How the new laws will
work remains, of course, to be seen.
But one point is positive; the very
necessity of having a physician's certificate is going to act as a deterrent to
scores of marriages that should not be
solemnized. Another advantage will
be,, even if the new laws will not work
out in a practical way, that the very
mention of a physician's certificate in
the case of marriages will call public
. attention to the evil which made this
step necessary, just as the liws of "2fo
spitting allowed" called attention to
the evil of tuberculosis back of the
mandate. Every step taken to insure
more common sense and a higher
standard in the marriage relation is a
distinct advantage to the common good.
Too long have we been shamefully lax
in our marriage laws; the time has
come to protect the marriage altar
from the profanation to which it has
been so criminally subjected. We
want to make it easily possible for our
TOMg people to marry, but there is a
distinction between "easily possible"
and "dangerously easy." Edw. Bok.
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BURKETT AND FREE LUMBER.
It becomes necessary to call in the
Congressional Uecord to arbitrate the
difference between Charles O. Whedon
and Senator Burkett over the position
of the latter on the lumber tariff. The
senator explained recently in a speech
in Lincoln that he favored free lumber
and "had supported it in the senate.
Mr. Whedon thereupon pointed out
Mr. Burkett's vote against a free lumber amendment and wanted to know
what kind of support free lumber
Mr.
received from ,that position.
"bun-com- e
Burkett's answer is that it was a
amendment," so much so in fact
that it could command the support of
not a single republican insurgent On
May 24, 1909, Mr. Johnston of Alabama offered the following substitute:
Nothing contained in this act shall
prevent the admission free of duty of
the following articles: Lumber of all
kinds, laths, shingles, doors and door
locks and hinges, window frames, window sashes, bricks, lime, cement, slate
roofing, nails, carpenter's tools, common window glass not exceeding
16x24 inches, tin plate for roofs, linseed oil and white lead.
On this omnibus amendment thir-tee- n
democrats voted aye. The numwith fourber of noes was sixty-fou- r,
teen senators, mostly democrats, not
voting. It is necessary to rule, on
this evidence and the further fact that
Senator Burkett on the day this
amendment was voted down made a
leng speech on the floor of the senate
advocating free lumber, that Mr.
Whedon's point is not well taken. If
he has any further evidence on this or
any other point in the senator's record
it will be submitted to the intelligent
people of Nebraska who are after all
the final judges in this interesting
debate. Lincoln Journal.
LESSON IN MISSIONARY WORK.
Elsie Sigel, granddaughter of the
famous civil war general, voluntarily
entered the field of settlement work
among the Chinese of New York City.
She was a missionary among the
heathen Chinese in the thickly populated section of foreign New York
City. She was found murdered, her
mutilated bod being packed in an old
steamer trunk. The man or men to
whom she had brought the message of
the gospel turned upon her and killed
her.

It 13 almost incomprehensible that
the girl should have fallen in love with
her Celestial convert, and yet there
are the incriminating letters said to
have been written by her. If this
element of romance was an actual fact,
then jealousy or revenge must have
been an element Certainly there was
treachery somewhere, and a "converted" Chinaman murdered the young
girl missionary.
Here is a lesson in missionary work,
and the question arises, does it pay to
sacrifice lives and treasure in an
attempt to compel the followers of
religions older than ours to accept
Christianity? Will somebody answer
this question? Cleveland Press.
SEEING AN ACQUAINTANCE
HANGED.
Ever see a man hanged that you
knew? It's a queer sensation; different from anything else in the world.
I witnessed the hanging of a man the
other day with whom I had become
acquainted while reporting his trial
for the New Orleans
I was assigned to write up the hanging;
it was not idle curiosity that took me
there.
Avery Blount was the man hanged.
His trial in April in Amite City, La.,
was written up in The Globe at the
time. Amite is the seat of Tangipahoa
parish, which has become noted for its
murders and assassinations. Previous
to the Blount case, there had been
seventeen or eighteen killings within a
year, and no one was ever punished.
"Bloody Tangipahoa," it is called all
over the South. Blount was indicted for killing a man, his wife and another woman, in a lonely road one
night During the trial the. court
house, and jail, and prisoner, were
guarded by state troops. Soldiers
were also there at the time of the
hanging. The Blount case is one of
the most noted ones of recent years.
Blount was hanged last Friday;
Friday is "Hangman's day" in the
South. Blount was a man with wonderful nerve. He maintained his innocence from the time he was arrested,
and he died declaring he was not guil
ty. The hanging took place in the
top of the parish jail, a permanent gallows having been built. Blount was
the first white man that has ever been
legally executed in Tangipahoa, which
parish has been the scene of more
crime than any other parish or county
in the South. The quarters were small,
and there were about twenty-fiv- e
men
to witness the death penalty inflicted.
When Blount came up the stairs, his
step was firm and determined. He
looked each man in tb.e eye. He was
not pale; neither did he look frighten-- ,
ed. Half an hour before he.had professed religion.
He had nothing to say. "While the
Times-Democr-
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sheriff read the death warrant, Blount
stood on the trap door. He was the
A COLONEL
most composed man in the crowd.
There wasn't a tremble of his hands or
legs. He gave me a glance of recogMissouri Impression of a Owlet, Short, Stout Man
nition. I was more scared than he,
and the sheriff's hands could hardly
Shelbina, Mo. "Say; do you know three the quiet man is the only.oce
hold the death warrant
I lost the opportunity of a lifetime?" whose aaaae ever got into the histories.
I had talked with Blount frequently said
a frosty haired citizen of this "When Col., Grant first came to
during the two weeks of the trial.
oldest inhabi- these parts most of the southern men
to
Every week or so during the summer, town a group of the
sitting on the benches in the hiked out Grant beard of that, and
I had visited him in the parish prison tants
railroad park. "I might have had he sent couriers out after them, telling
in New Orleans, where he was for
chain and tables and pipes and things them to come back-hom- e
and extendsafe keeping: He was always sending
a day
24
worth hundreds, thousands, of dollars ing a cordial invitation to come to his
for me, his idea being to get stories
by now.
camp and get acquainted. Those who
Spend more time in active service every day than any kind
printed attacking the character of
began
bushwhackers
"When
the
were astonished
invitation
accepted
the
of cars in existence. This is partly due to their immunity
those who testified against him.
raising Hades up and down the ,old at the plain soldier's hospitality and
How does a man feel who has been
from motor troubles. But it is also due to the fact that
and St Joe until nobody evident good will.
Hannibal
sentenced to death? I often ask myanybody in the family can safely drive the Overland it
wanted to travel the government sent
"He talked to them in his easy, busself that question, and wondered every
quickly becomes an all around convenience for the whole
rather short, stout man up here to inesslike way, explained the difference
time I visited Blount He was always a
household. i
look after things. He only had a between a soldier and a marauder, and
full of hope. It is human nature to
handful of men and was so quiet and said that when his men required feed
The Overland owner and his family do more motoring daily and
cling to hope, no matter what the law
for a longer service period than any others. The Overland goes
easy going that nobody thought he for their horses or provisions for themhas said. Blount did, and all others
farther at less expense than other motor cars. It is less severe on
amounted to shucks.
selves orders would be issued and the
tires, less wasteful of power. The old bugaboo of maintenance cost
do, even until the last moment If it
has no place with the Overland. It achieves economy and real motor
"We never took much stock in him government would pay for the sup
ability and motor style in one.
hadn't been for whisky, Avery Blount
would haye escaped the trouble which till we began to notice that he would plies. He said the fact that we were
make
cost him his life, at the end of nine not let his soldiers rob our hen houses southern sympathizers wouldn't
we
didn't
and take our horses. If any of the any difference so long as
feet of rope.
come
him
with
guns.
do
we
at
to
had
Because the sheriff was nervous, and men took anything all
Columbus, Nebraska
"We all thought it was a pity that
had trouble in adjusting the noose, was to make a roar to the quiet, stolid
there was a delay. Blount stood on looking fellow and he'd say a few short such a man should be a Yankee, and
the trap ten minutes. Condemned words to somebody and we'd get it a citizen asked nin one day how he
fel- could fight to free the 'niggers,' being
men almost invariably have a certain back with an apology. That quiet
look; a certain paleness that suggests low, who generally wore a cigar in his in all other respects so much of a genfear, agony, dread and misery. Not mouth, was a St Louis wood seller, tleman. I never heard Col. Grant's
answer, but several people about here
so with Avery Blount His complex- Col. U. S. Grant by name."
"What's that got to do with gilding did, and they quote him this way:
ion was pink as the day he was arrest"'This war is not to free the nigyour furniture?" asked a listener.
ed; the day after the killing.
if I thought it was I'd take my
I don't understand how men can "Ob, I forgot When we found he gers; and
join the south.'
men
walk to the gallows. I studied the was a pretty decent sort of a Yankee
"You may be sure that didn't lessen
man. He almost seemed defiant
and wasn't out here to raid us my wife
occurred to me once that possibly told me to invite him over to supper his popularity any in this neck of the
after all, although the noose was being one night, and he' V come too if I had woods. We considered Col. Grant a
put around his neck, he would yet asked him. Wish I had now. Think pretty good rebel from that time on,
cheat the gallows. Many other of the value as relics he'd have given and looked with confidence to his lining up alongside of Bob Lee before the
thoughts flashed through my brain. to my furniture?
I could not help wondering how he "Let me tell you," the narrator went war was over. Well, he did line up
felt; how he could so CDolly stand on on, "that man Grant soon had more alongside of Lee, but not the way we
the gallows. He was not more than friends in those parts than anybody. hoped that he would.
"It was while Col. Grant was mak3 feet from me. And I kept think- Of course we were all for the Johnnie
ing: "He is a strong, healthy man; Bebs, but we respected the square ing his headquarters hereabout that he
in a moment he will be dead." Blount fellows on the other side. Grant knew was ordered to hunt up and attack
you.
us
prices
evidently was thinking about other which way. our feelings were, and he Col. Tom Harris and his confederate
supply.
figure
things. After the rope had been put never talked politics or got into any soldiers, who were becoming somewhat
around his neck, Avery kneeled to the controversies. He and his men pro- audacious. Harris was then much
belter known than Grant He had
floor of the trap to pray. The sheriff tected
the railroad at the big bridge, been engaged in a number of lively
asked him to pray out loud. He said and made the bushwhackers afraid to
he couldn't. A deputy prayed for him. light there. That's all the duty he had skirmishes and was said to be a hard
.
and
Then he stood erect His hands were here then.
"Grant knew all this, and I notice
handcuffed behind him, and his feet
"Lots of our people went out to his in reading some' sketches about him
schackled. The black cap was put on.
camp on the river and became ac- since the war that he was just a bit
Still he did not scream or yell. He
quainted with him. He talked to uneasy about the outcome of the exstood there as composed as ever.
Ind.
Bell 188
them about fishing and hunting and pected encounter. Nevertheless he led
Everything was ready. The sheriff
woodcraft and the thousand and one his men bravely enough in the direcstepped back to pull the lever. It
homely little occupations that lie near- tion of Harris' camp. The union
seemed an age before the fatal click
est the countrymen's life; but I noticed forces halted before ascending the hill,
was heard.
that he would a good deal rather listen while muskets and ammunition was
When the trap doors fly out from
than talk. He seemed to be gifted examined, bayonets fixed and prayers
under a man, the body seems to rethat way, and he would remember said by the devout Then the order
main there the fraction of a second.
everything you told him that was came to march, the big hill was sur-Of course it does'nt, but it looks that
1
worth remembering.
mounted, revealing a naked plain and
way. Then the body drops; it seems
com- a hastily abandoned camp. Harris
Union
were
us
side
each
"On
of
almost to shoot, or fly. Blount's body
did not move a muscle. It was as manders who at that time were talked and his warriors had skedaddled.
fierce and
"'I'll admit I was suffering from
clean a job as is possible. The only about considerably as being
large
charge
of
a
was
One
in
warlike.
stage fright when we went up that hill,'
delay was the ten minutes with the
man on the trap. That suspense was force at Palmyra and the other in said Col. Grant, 'but it never occurred
terrible; terrible for all but Blount, charge of the department of Northern to me till then that Harris might be
who cried when he bid his relatives Missouri at Macon. Some time during bothered with the same disease.'
book
fact,
"That gave rise to Grant's oft quotgoodbye, but there were no tears in the war each of these commanders
men
ten
of
executions
military
when
ordered
into
going
ed
expression that
hi3 eyes at the last If he had broken
jurisdictions.
I'll
respective
their
in
battle
I try to remember that the
down, I don't know what I would
same
under
the
circumstances
enemy might be as much afraid of me
have done. I think I would have bet
anything
done
have
wouldn't
Grant
as I am of him.'
cried, too, and begged for him. He
"After Col. Grant left here I read of
was as cool as though we were all tak- like that
"Here within the length of sixty many mean things said about him by
ing part in an amateur play, as though
Blount's part were no more danger- miles three men were making history his enemies, but I didn't take much
ous than the parts played by the offi- in their own peculiar way, two of them stock in 'em. He never said mean
cers, witnesses and reporters. And by a rigorous enforcement of the mili- things about other people, and that
dewhen he fell, it was sickening. I felt tary law, and the other by quiet, un- kind of a man doesn't need any
as though the rest of us had fooled ostentatious attention to duty. Of the fending."
Blount; that he had met death when
he no more expected it than the rest
St Pierre Still Desolate.
A Black Record.
of us did. Atchison Globe.
"There is absolutely no. truth in the
COLUMBUS
goes
a man of low life and
There
report printed recently in a number of
deeds."
lark
American newspapers that St Pierre,
"Mercy on us! What does he do?"
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