SYNOPSIS.

“Vanishing Fleets,” a story of “what
tight bave Lhappened,” opens in Wash-
ingion with the United States and Japan
fienr war, Guy Hilller, scoretary of the
Firitish «mbassy, and Miss Norma Rob-
erix, chief aide of Invenmtor Roberts, are
introduced us mvers, Japan declares war
and tales the Philiopines. Guy Hillier
starts for England. Norma

lesves Washington for the Florida coast. |

Hawnii is captured by the Japs. All ports
are closed. Tokve learns of missing Jap-
anese tleet and whole world becomes con-
vinced that United States hes powerfui
wWar avency., England decides 1o send
# Meet 1o American waters as a1 Canadian
proftection against what the Rritish sup-
Pose G5 a terribie submarine Notilla. Hil-
Her is sent with a message, Fleet mys-
teriously disappears.  The kaiser is miss-
ing King Edward of Englamd is con-
fronted by

Roberts |

Admiral Bevins of the United |

Sintes. The Dreadnaugit, biggest of Eng- |
land’s warships, is discovered at an im- |

pussable point in the Thames
now goes hack
before the war breaks out, and Inventor
Roberts visits the president and cabinet,
telling of and exbibiting & metal produe-
tien. This evercomes friction when elec-

tritied and is to be applicd 1o vessels, A
ity for the manufecture of the mys-
terious  discovery is built, The mys-
tery of  true levitation is  solved.
Zoberts evolves a  great flyving ma-
chine.  The cabinet plaus a radioplans
war against Japanese. The =tart for the
scene of conllict with a large fleet of mon-
ster alrshipe is made with Norma in com-
mand, The Japanese flieet, bhelieving Nip- |
ot Bupretne, suddeniy discerns the radi-
oplane (h+1. After mancuvering the air-
whips descend, and by use of strong mag-
nets Jift the airships, one by one, from
the sexn. TFhe trip to the west coast of
Ameriea s then commenced. Because of
#  partinlly  disabled radioplane, one of

the warships is droppad into the sea afi-
sr the men are transferred to another.
The vessels are deposited in a mountain
Inke in the United States to awalt peace.

CHAPTER XiX.—Continued.

“Men,” he said, “I take no credit for
the result, and I'm big enough so to
report to Washington. This battle
brought out three heroes. Brockton,
Jenkins and above all this little girl,
Norma Roberts.” His “God bless her!”
was lost in the tumult. They were men
intoxicated with the wine of victory.
They velled themselves hoarse. They
patted one another on the back, hurled
their caps Into the air, and finally
formed escorts of honor to conduct the
men and officers of the fleet to their
cabins, asking over and over for de-
tails of the fight.

And even as those tired fighters
went to rest, in a city across the con-
tinent newsbovs were crving their
extras through the streets, and the
citizens of a great city were asking
one another how the night had worked
its miracle. A lounging patrolman
in Ravenna park, which bordered on
Lake Washington, had siecpily rubbed
his eves as the sun was tinting the
everlasting snows of the Olympics,
and had come to a sudden stop, lean-
ing against a tree and wondering if
he was still asleep; but with his
knuckles he could not obliterate the
floating vision before him. He con-
vinced himsell by a lusty hail: “Hello,
out there! Whal are yvou doing? Get
off that lake!™ and back to him there
voileved a storm of objurgations in an
unknown tongue. Not until he had
called a fellow officer and rowed a
boat round those fallen monarchs of
the deep did he learn that they were
captive to his country, and then.
clated with the news, he hastened to
impart it.

But this was not the only surprise
for Seattle. For some days preceding
troops had been pouring into the port,
and it had been the general belief that
they were being mobilized preparatory
to embarkation for the Philippines or
‘Japan. On this morning. however.
there was an exodus. Nearly all the
troops had disappeared in the night.
Likewise there were strange happen-
ings in the telegraph offices. When
men went to consign messages they
were met with the intelligence that
the wires were in charge of military
operators, that nothing could be re-
ceived for any point bevond the bor-
ders of the United States, and that
a!l messages without exception would
be censored before transmission. The
newspapers fumed and roared, until
they learned that ail incoming news
would pass uninterruptedly; but that
for purposes known only to the gov-
ernment the story of the presence of
the Japancse fleet would be closely
guarded for the time being. For once!
the Post-Intelligence, the Times and
Star united in attacking the adminis-
tration.

Polite officers forwarded
frcm the chamber of commerce to
Washington; but the government an-
swered that there was no alternative,
becaunse if the secret was known
throughont the United States the
chances for jis leakage across the
iines would be augmented. All Sound
traffic stepped, and from the great
uniom depot no departing traing rum-
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bled. Within an hour it was knovn
that a corden of soldiers surrounded !
the city, and that all traffic or com- |
municaticn with the outside world
was interdicted. Seattle had been iso- |
jated. |

Thnus it was that the presence of the
capiured flect and the method of its
tzkinz were uaknown to the country
ar large. Seattle extended all consis-
text courtesies to the vanqguished;
but it afforded little balm.

And thus it was that for many days,
impriconed. powerless, and lost, with
crippled tops, crushed stacks and un-
der the white fiag of surrender, the
flower of Japanese prowess floated on
an inland sea in sullen mourning,
while the gasping world shuddered in
contemplation of its fate.

CHAPTER XX.
Whzt Befell the Emperor.
Like a lonely rock that has with-
stcod the fury of a storm and the bat-
tering of the seas to emerge again
into sumlight, the president felt his

| fired, however, and al!l stocd expec-

‘ neath it the emblem of truce. The
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The Wires Were in Charge of Military Operators.

time of justification approaching. His
hour of triumph was at hand, and his
prayers were being answered; but the
task was not yvet done.

The unqualified victory over the
Japanese fleet made the outcome of
the war a certainty; hence it was with
patience that the administration
waited for the next move in the far
east, which must of necessity cohe
China. There was no doubt that she
would ascist her ally. At first this
seemed an imminent action; but sev-
eral days passed bringing through the
secrel service no news save that her
fleet, huge and well manned, was
making preparations to sail. The
president, knowing that for the accom-
plishment of his purpose oriental
power mus: be broken, indulged in the
fervent hove that the attack might
come soo0:.

There was less trouble internally,
as the people were beginning to have
faith in the administration, though
they were speculating as to what
course of procedure was being fol-
lowed. It was while affairs were in
this condition that the sailing of the
British fleet was duly announced
through secret channels of informa-
tion. The coterie saw before it the
necessity of either abandoning the
hone of teaching China a drastic lesson
and announcing its secret to the world
or mmeeting the British squadrons and
holding them hostage in the interest
of peace. They chose the latter alter-
native, and thereby was caused the
strangest chapter in the history of war.

Like that other sally outward to the
western seas, this one was timely. It
was made when the British fieet might
be met beyond the reach of wireless
telegraph communication, and the pe-
parture from the key was also under
cover of darkness. Again there was a
resemblance to the Japanese affair,
in that the appearance of the radio-
planes created surprise and consterna-
tion on the warships. Here, however,
the similarity ended. The Anglo-
Saxon mind knows no such thing as
surrender when once it is stirred to
the depths of its stubbornness. It can
read only two answers to the riddle
cf conflict—victory or death—as has
been attested by many a hard-fought
battle on land and seca.

The armada of Great Britain had
sailed with apprehensiens, being fully
cognizant that it was invading a terri-
tory of mystery and danger, and the
vigilance of its watch, therefore, was
never relaxed. The consternation
caused by the firsi sight of the aerial
ficet was immediately foliowed by a
hurried clearing of the decks for ac-
tion, although defeat in a batile
azainst such overpowering odds was a
foregone conclusion. No gun was

tantly awaiting a declaration of intent
from the monsters of the air which
had come upon them in ihe full glare
of the afternoon sun.

With slow and stately majesty the
radioplanes approached, each flyving
the flag of the United States and be-

Dreadnought, answering sluggishiy
to the swell and hurling great cascades
of water from its bow, was in the
heart of the formation, and in its pon-
derous might seemed fearless of any-
thing afloat. Toward it the foremost
radioplane directed its course, drop-
ping steadily down until full abreast
and on a level with the great fighting
tops, while the officers of the battle
ship watched with amazement its
splendid control. Not till then was

there a visible display of life aboard
it. A port opened and into the black-

nes: of its frame Bevins emerged,

while directly behind him stood the
scientist, who had recovered, and was
to witness the first full demonstration
of the power he had evolved. On the
bridge of the battle ship the British
admiral stood, surrounded by staff of-
ficers.

“Good afternoon, admiral,” the
American hailed. *“Glad to see you.
How do you like the looks of us?”

Across Fields’ face flitted a half
smile. “We are very well indeed, Ad-
miral Bevins; but can’'t say we are
particularly glad to see you, or sure
that we like you umtil we know more.
Clever invention that. Must have
been conceived by an Englishman.”

Behind the United States officer a
withered little figure became im-
bued with a sndden frenzy of passion
that threatened to interject an unm-
pleasant remark; but Bevins checked
him with a laugh and grew serious
again.

“Admiral,” he said, “my country
isn't at war with yours. You under-
stand that.”

Fields looked relieved, and lost
somewhat of his air of set defiance.
At the head of his men he crossed to
the end of the bridge where he might
be nearer the one addressing him. The
nervous strain of the situation was be-
ing rapidly diminished. “Frankly, I'm
glad to be reassured,” he replied.
“There are a lot of things we'd rather
know.”

“And which 1 shall be glad to ex-
plain if you and a dozen of your im-
mediate subordinates will come aboard
as my guests.”

The invitation was immediately ac-
cepled; but it was a trying interview
for the Britons. The machine om
which they were received was the
Roberts, which was the latest pro-
duction of the plant on the key. It
was larger than its predecessors, and
had been made the most pretentious.
It was elegantly appointed. Amid-
ships it contained a drawing room on
which the most careful workmanship
had been lavished. The guests gath-
ered round a huge mahogany table,
whose polished top reflected the light
from the colored ports of the dome,
and were served with refreshments be-
fore Bevins recurred to the object of
his visit. He drew from his pogket
an official packet 2nd laid it open be-
for, him.

“Gentlemen,” he began, “of course
You are interested in all that vou have

seen, and in the attitude of the United
States. What I shall read to you are
my orders. | have come out here to
meet vou for the purpese, first of all,
that you may hear them.” '

The Roberts had ascended to an al-
titude above the others of the Ameri-
can fleet, and was resting in mid air.
It was very still, the light hum of a
small dynamo from behind the parti-
tions being the only disturber of si-
lence. He opened the document and
read:

“You are instructed to intercept the
British fleet and assure its officers of
the good will of the United States to-
ward hiz majesty, King Edward VIL,
and .all his subjects. You are to ex-
plain to them that the United States is
compelled, in pursnance of its adopted
policy formulated at the commence-
ment of the war with Japan, to main-
tain the secret of its power until such
time as it is deemed expedient to an-
nounce it to the world. Yeu will then
endeavor to induce the British fleet
to surrender itself into your hands as
zuests of this country, assuring those
in command that all damages aceru-
ing will be repaired by the United
States. You are to use all due caution
to avoid injury to life, property, or
pride, and to transport the entire fleet
to the waters of Chesapeake bay, after
which for a brief period the officers
and men of Great Britain will be en-
tertzined by the United States.”

Bevins stopped and locked into the
faces confronting him, which ex-
pressed a variety of emotions, running
the gamut from stolidity to wonder,
and from compliance to indignation.

The British admiral’'s visage was a
frowning one. “Ycur country asks
too much!™ he said, almost explosive-
ly. *“And really it volunteers no ex-
planation of its acts or intentions.”
Some of kis companions nodded their
heads in approval. “We can't &ac-
cept.”

Bevins reopened the parchment. *1
must then read vou the concluding
clause,” he said, and began:

“It is strongly desired that there be
no clash at arms; but in any event
you are to return with the fleet.”

There was brief silence in the room,
which was broken by Fields, who
jumped to his feet. Bevins rose, and
the other officers did likewise. The
situation threatened unhappy conclu-
sions; but Bevins held up a restrain-
irg hand and went on:

“Here! Before you underestimate
the force of this last clause, let me
give you a demonstration of what we
can do and how difficult it would be
for you to offer aﬂ'y defense or effec-
tive resistance whatever.”

He turned to a speaking tube, gave
a curt order and requested his visi-
tors to look through the transparent
ports, which were suddenly opened be-
neath their feet. The Roberts swept
up into the air to such a prodigious
height that the internal pressure
against her shell became terrific. She
was at such an altitude that no mortal
being could have withstood the strain,
and only her splendid anchorable con-
struction and cohesive qualities kept
her from flying apart. The world be-
low was redueced in appearance until
its surface was obliterated in a dull
haze and the shadows of the sun were
marked agaipst its eastern outline.

In great circles she descended, until
the water again became visible, then
the vessels upon it, and last of all
the crests of the waves. Now she
swooped lower, and then at a speed of
nearly 600 miles an hour whipped a
straight line close above the tops of
the fighting masts, slowed down, and
whirled in and out, about and above
the British ships as easily as would a
swallow in playful flight. On the
decks of the vessels men stared in
wide-eyed amazement at this demon
of the air, at first fearing that control
had been lost and the lives of those
aboard were in jeopardy. Then at the
splendid exhibition of speed and han-
dling they were dumbfounded. The
Roberts then rose in ome quick lift
until it was above the plane of altitude
assumed by the other machines, poised
for a moment, and came to a stop. In
all this time no one had spoken a
word. Now they turned to the Amer
ican, wunloosing their convulsive

clutches from the seats and liberated
from the spell

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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NEIGHF_QRS KNEW HER HABITS

Matter That Puzzied Mrs. Lawton
Really Was Quite Simple.

When the Lawtons had lived in Wil-

low park about a month they were in-

vited to a succession of little dinners

reduce her, weight. “I suppose we
shall have to eat all sorts of things

Nl
-

and I are such difficult guests,” said
Mrs. Lawton in a burst of confideace
one afternccn when the neighbors
were taking tea with her.

The ladies looked at each other, and
then orne of them spoke.

“Ycu know Mary Sloan, who comes
to wash for you Tuesday mornings?
she said. “Well, I bave her Mondays,
and Mrs. Green has her Wednesdays,
and she irons for Mrs. Porter Thurs-
days and scrubs for Miss Homer Fri
days, so you see—"

Her voice trailed off into silence,
but Mrs. Lawton no longer wondered;
she “saw."—Youth's Companicn.

s

Character Shown Iin Face.’

An amiable face is trustworthy. If
eyes are shifting and vou have dis-
covered imsincerity—then beware.
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Memorial to Brave Explorer.

A memorial has just been erected
In Kensington cemetery, London, to
the memory of Admiral Sir Francis
Leopold McClintock, the Arctic ex-
plorer and discoverer of the
Franklin expedition. It
form of an old style wheel cross
standing on a massive molded base,
reaching to a height of ten feet and
erected in rough silver-gray Cornish
granite.

Shake into Your Shoes
Allen’s Foot-Ease, a powder for your feet.
It cures painful. swollen, smarting, sweat-
'ng feet. Makes new shoes easy. Sold by
all Druggists and Shoe Stores. Don’t ac-
~ept any substitute. Sample FREE. Ad-
dress A. 8. Olmsted. LeRoy, N. Y.

About That.
“A popular operatic prima domna
makes her money about the easiept
way ef all.”
“How is that?”
“She gets her living for a song.”

gists for Muri R Mu
urine B;u *medy. -
rine lnogour Eyes. You Will Like Murine.

It Is.
“Some say it’s a mistake to marry.”
“Well,” commented Mrs. Sixthhub,

“to err is human.”

If You Have Common Sore Eyes,
if lines blur or run tt!!ﬂlﬂ‘, vou need
PETTIT'S EYE SALVE, 25¢. All drug-
gists or Howard Bros, Buffalo, N. Y.

Pigments o't more than 400 different
colors are secured from coal

Binder straight 5¢ cigar

Lewis’ s.n.ge
made of rich. mellow tobacco. Your
dealer or Lewis’ Factory, Peoria;, Iil.

opium. Druggists

named to children at all, or to
“poison.® The definition of “narootic” is: “4
and produces sleep, but which in poisonousdoses produces stupor, coma, conrul-
sions and death.” Thetasteand smell of medicines containing
and sold under the names of “Drops,” “Cordials” “Soothing
any medicine to be given to

know of what it is ceod. CARTO

These drugs will
produoce the SLEEP FRO
are the children who have been killed or -
landanum and
anybody without labelling
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by pareguric,

bears the signature of Chas.

edy for children™
find it in voo everywhere”
Castoria for my owa children™

Dr. J. W.

an excellent rcmedy for the yourng™
Dr. H. D. Benner, of Philadelphia,

and bhave no
and children.

digestive organs.™
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Por children
Sammstion, allays cures wind colic. I5ca bottle.

Bathing In the snow is & common |
custom in Russia. !

The surgeon is ready to slash any i
old thing—except his bill. |
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Dr. J. A. 2icClcllan, cf Buffalo, IN. Y.,
your Casicria for children 2rd always got good results. Ia fact I use

1ZARD QIL

THE OIL THAY PENETRATIES

morphine, each
from

are
"eoto. You
children without or

CASTORIA DOES NOT CON-

H. Fletcher.

Letters from Prominent Physicians
addressed to Chas. H. Fletcher.

Dr. J. W. Dinsdale, of Chicago, Iil., says: “I use your Castor:a and
advise its use ia all families wicre there 2o children™

Dr. Alexa=Cer L. Mintie, of Clevela=d, OLio, sa7ys: “I have frequently
prescribed your Castoria and have found it a reliadle and pleasant rem-

Dr. J. 8. Alczander, of Omsaha, Neb., cays: “A medicine go valuabls and
beneficial for chiilren as your Castoria is, deserves the kighest praise. I

c2ys: *I have froquently prescribed

oo, cf St Louis, Mq, says: ™1 heartfly c=dor=2 your Cas-
toria, 1 have frcquently prescribed it in my mecical practice, a=d bhave
always found it to do zll that is claimed for it.™

Dr. C. H. Cliddea, of St. Paul, Minn., says: “y czperience a3 a nracs
titloner with your Castoria hos beers highly satisfactory, and I consider it

Pa, says: “I have used your Cas-

toria 2s a purgative in the cases of children for years past with tho most
happy cffect, and fully endorse it as a safo remedy.”

Dr. J. A. Boarman, of Eansas City, Mo, says: “Your Castoria is a splen-
¢id remedy for ctildren, known the world over. I use it ia my practico
fwmhmmdmg!ttarthomphmmozmmu

Dr. J. J. Mackey, of Brooklyn, N. Y, says: “I coasider your Castoria an

excellent preparaticn for children, being composed of relizble medicines
azd pleasant to the taste. A good remedy for all disturbances of the
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The Kind You fave Always Bought

In _Use For Over 30 Years.

GREAT

FOR
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A Friend In Need

There is absolutely nothing
that gives such speedy relief in
Dysentery, Diarrhea, Cholera-
Morbus, Cholera-Infantum, Colic
and Cramps as i

DR.D.JAYNE'’S

CARMINATIVE
BALSAM

It is a friend in need, and you | |
should always keep it in your house.
Its valuable curative properties have
made it a necessity for both adults
and children.

Sold by all draggists ot
25¢ per botitle

|
SICK HEADACHE

)

They also relieve Dis- |

E
PILL

edy for Dizziness, Kau- !
sea, Drowsiness, Bad |
Tasteinthe Mouth, Coate
ed Tongue, Pain in the
Slde, TORPID LIVER.
They reguiate the Bowels. Purely Vezetable. |

SMALL PILL. SWALL DOSE. SMALL PRICE. |

Genuine Must Bear
Fac-Simile Signature
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Regard Cuticura Soap

' and Caticura Ointment
- as unrivaled for Prescrv-

ing, Purifying and Beau-

tifying the Skin, Scalp,
' Hair and Hands, for Sana-
. tive, Antiseptic Cleansing

d for the Nursery

L
Snid throuehont the world. Depots- London, 27,
Charferhouse Sq ; Pars, 5. Hue de In 'oix: Ausira=
Ma. R. Towns & Co. Sydmey: India, F. K
Caleuttr; (.‘hm,rﬂuu Kong Drug Co.:
Maruys, Lid. Tokin: »
A : l.:unm. Ltd..(m_e‘l’tlc;n, et . Iim.

wu & Chem, Corp.. Sole Props,, Fost

aF-Post Free, Cuticura Bouklet oo 1he Skin

Suicide—

Slow death and awful suffering
follows neglect of bowels. Con-

It necds —
consumption. a cure
and there is one medicine in
all the world that cures it—

stipation kills




