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were animmated as by one mind, throw-
ing Lheir levers and switches to and
fro at identically the same moment
without looking at each other, and the
<lick of the closing currents came in
amison. Not until then did they step
back from their stations and inter-
change what seemed to the admiral
miutual giances of congratulation.
“That cssistant of mine is a won-
der!” was all the old man said as,he
came over. dragged a stool up beside
that on which the officer nt.udmgleé-

sliowly cooliag metal. He would have
asked gquestions; but the inventor
turmed to him and with an air of
triumph said:

“l wish you would invite all' those
who were here whea we made the first
tedt. Then vou will have the explana-
tion unless | am again mistaken.”

The admiral obeyed, and even as the
<ooling sprays were sifting over the
zreat pieces of metal they came troop-
ing in from the work which they had
resamed. There were men from the
dranghting rooms with pencils behind
their ears, engineers from the outside
with shirt sleeves rolled up and for-
£Zotten diagrams under their arms, and
one man came from the laboratory ab-
sentmindedly carrying a test tube,
‘balancing it so that he might spill
none of the liquid which it contained.
'Norma was now resting calmly againgt
one of the huge dead machines. i

in a tone ot unusual gravity Rob-
erls addressed them. “Boys.,” he be-
gan—they were all boys to him—*“you
have witnessed the accidental discow
ery, 1 believe, of the most powerfid
force the world has ever known. You
have been fortunate. In more than
70 years of life I, who have spent the
time In strange studies and stranger
werk, have had no privilege s0 great
You have aill been kind to my daugh-
ter and to me, and I am glad you are
here now.” He paused for a moment,
seaing with introspective eyes all the
great eveals of his life. Then, recall-
‘ing himself from this review, he turned
to Jenkins as a kindred spirit, and to

chained the speetators. . |
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Norma Was Now Resting Caimly ‘Agai nst One of the Huge Dead Machines.

the room the great masses qf metal

came up with such ease that they were
lifted breast high without perceptible

effort.

“Higher, higher!” called the old In-
ventor, . ppringing toward them .and
gesturing with his hands. The plates
rose until-they were held with finger
tips, and breathless suspense en-

“Now stand from under'
them! Let go of them!” yelled Rob-

erts, dancing up and down in excite-

ment; but the mea still held on as if
rendered powerlcss by astonishment.
“Stand from under!” commanded
the admiral; and discipline again mas-
tering them they obeyed, springing
back in the apprehension that the two
immense plates might by some necro-
mancy come crashing down and disap-
pear through the flcor. With some-
thing almost like a sob, so great had
been his mental strain, Jenkins stood
transfixed. The admiral gave a gasp,
and with one hand poised in the afr
stood like a statue. A hammer fell
from the hand of one of the engineers
standing behind, and the man who
had been tightly clutching the test
tube opened his fingers and let it
crash to the floor. In this tinkling
sound of broken glass on cement, an-
other gave a sharp efaculation and
took an involuntary step forward.
They had witnessed the first posi-
tive exhibition of true levitation, a
solid body suspended in the air with-
out support. They had seen in times
past with complacepcy, knowing that
it was dependent upon optical illusion,
the conjurer’s trick, mystifying to the
outward sease but readily explainable
in the light of investigation: but here

before them, beyond the range of

charlatanry, in perversion of all known
physical laws, there hung motionless

in the air, dependent upon itself for

its flotation, a great mass of metal
that but a short time before would

have been beyond the power of thelr

cothbined strength to lift.

!At m,og cation of the excitant current.”

through it becomes intensely radioac-
tive; infinitely more so than radium.
Through these machines,” and here
he waved his hand at the twin appa-
ratus in the rear, “my daughter and
I have produced electrical manifesta-
tions hitherto unsuspected and un-
known. The metal itself, while radio-
active to a certain degree, does not be-
come intensely so without the appli-
-He
pulled the plate down till it rested on

the floor, and stood upon it, while

they, still awed, waited for his further
exposition.

“This morning, by an accidental
contact which lasted until the plate
had torn itself loose and broken the
current, I saw to the full the possl
bilities it contained. The impact of
the emanations, or radioactive cor-
puscles, against the sheet of insulation
and tank at the bottom drove il
through the floor and into the ground.
because the corpsucles which flew off
in the other direction were unimpeded,
free and harmless. Had the excitant
Current been maintained, the plate
would have hurled itself indefinitely
toward the center of the earth.”

The ‘officers gave a gasp of some-
thing almost approaching incredulity,
with the exception of Jenkins, who
nodded his head and excitedly rubbed
his hands.

Roberts picked up a scrap at his
feet and held it toward them. “For
years I experimented upon and per-
fected this,” he said. “It is an insu-
lation which will pass no current of
electricity, and which no known heat
can destroy. Today by accident I
learned that it was also an impervious
screen to radioactive emanations. In
the second experiment I so charged
the alloy in my lower plate that it
merely offsets gravitation, and put my
sheet of insular substance between;
and there we have levitation. Those

-~
P — - f

n'f

y S\ T LA
AN

“Yes, just that" ,

“But what will furnish its propul-
sion?" asked Jenkins, whose mind
was traveling over the possibilities of
rapld flight. The others evinced their
interest by craning forward. ;
“It will furnish its own,” the scl-

its corpuscles, the plate
would be driven toward the earth.”
The admiral, who had been slowly

tion at any speed you might wish!™

“That's it exactly,” answered Rob-
erts and Jenkins in umnison. The in-
ventor continued:

“l can beat a freeboard, however,
because I shall apply my electrical cur
rent in such a way as to send all the
corpuscles of radioactive matter in
any direction 1 may choose. I could
with this alloy even create magnets
of unknown power. I can built a craft
in sections where magnets and radio-
active surfaces will alternate.”

He was growing excited as the mag-
nitude of the scope of his discovery
dawned upon his imagination. Norma
calmed him down; but the admiral, in-
fected with these visions, took up the
strain and enthusiastically expatiated
to his companions. To him the skies
were already filled with flying ships
that were to swodp down over an ene-
my, drop terrific bombs of high ex-
plosives, and thus sweep the seas.
But future events, he was to learn,
cannot be predicted with certainty.

“Well, well!” he said, briskly.
“What next?™

“Your engfneers must assist me in
drawing plans. We shall want great
quantities of new material and elec-
trical equipment, and must have them
soon; because when we get well un-
der way we should be able to create
;:oor three of these radioplanes each

y-n

The great plates were locked in,
and the group repaired to ome of the
offices, where for hours the inventor
elaborated his scheme of control, the
mechanical means of which were to be
worked out and drawings made by the
engineers. And as they toiled over
their plans, there spread from mouth
to mouth throughout the strange col-
ony the story of the marvelous con-
ception, until even the most prosaic
workman found himself dreaming and
speculating over his task. Before dusk
had crowded the light from the skies,
the Columbia, under a full head of
steam, picked her way out to meet the
ocean swells, and headed for Miami,
where she was to send a message to
Washington, calling for strangely as.
sorted supplies and notifying the anx-
fous naval men that the dry dock
would not be needed.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

NO MUSIC IN THE JAPANESE
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There is no music in Japan except
that made by the birds, the wind, the
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. | trouble is that the irons are not so ef:

There is always economy in buying
the best.—Kansas City Star.

Satin of the palest pink is the new
color for evening wear.

For evening there is a reviva! of
the canary-colored scarf.

All over braided and embroidered
coats are seen with perfeetly plain
skirts.

Roses, in velvet or chiffon or tissue,
are figuring largely in the new hat
decoration.

Colored foulards, with a black det
in place of the more familiar white
dot, have found favor in Paris.
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One liked by
many persons is 12 grains of carbonate
dissolved in half a pint of
This should not be used
by decided blondes. It is applied just
before dressing the hair, which is laid
waves and done loosely, the appli-
taking effect as it dries.
However harmless curling irons may
seem, they are ruination if used much.
It is undoubtedly true that once in
a while they are harmless and become
less likely to cause dryness |If the
metal is warm and not hot. The

fective unless the degree of heat is
rather great, and this means an imme-
diate drying of the natural oils and
consequent dullness and breakage.
The best way of attaining curls whep
nature has not endowed a woman with
them is to apply one of the prepara-
tions already given, by way of moisten-
ure, and then take to the eurler that
works the best.

Yokes to Open in Front.

The new fashion of fastening a yoke
in front comes from the French
blouses, which have adopted {hat
method. They show a straight line
of buttons down front from top te
collar to belt, and it has inspired dress-
makers to follow out the scheme on
thin yokes instead of arranging them
in the old and tedious way.

Belts will mateh the skirts instead

of the waists this season.

Sutton |

Buttons have a tiresome habit of coming loose from the card on which
they are originally fixed: and to have to search in the bottom of a. perhaps
not too tidy work-basket, is most annoying, especially when, as is often the

case, one is in a hurry.

If buttons are kept in little bags, such as we illustrate here, they are al
ways at hand, and if, toe, a tiny needlecase, and silk winders filled with black
and white cotton were kept with them,
bags are quite simple, and may be made in a few minutes, of holland, linen
or silk; the material is cut 4 inches wide and 9 inches long; this strip is foided
in two, the edges turned in and neatly seamed to within rather more than an
inch of the top; the ends are then turned down and neatly hemmed, the hem
being just over half an inch wide; the ends of hem seamed together. Just be-
low the hem, on each side, work an eyelet hole; put the bags together and at-
tach by seaming the ends of the inner hem of each together, thread baby rib-
bon of one color through the eyelet, from one bag to the other; then thread
another color ribbon through in the opposite direction and tie; the ribbon should
be about 16 inches in length, to tie into pretty bows; put linen buttons on one
side, and pearl or fancy buttons in the other, draw the ribbons to close the bag,
and you will see at once what a pretty useful little addition you have for the
work table. These bags would find ready sale at bazars.

what a boon it would be. These little

Could Find the Way.
The theater was in an unfashion-

A Novel Shower.
A young woman who belonged fo a
sewing ciub composed of six members
announced her engagement, and the

other members planned this most

unique shower, to which they asked
the men—that is, each asked an es-

able, congested part, and the visitor
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cort. These girls conceived the happy
idea which made this affair a reality.
Each one made a pair of sheets and
a pair of pillow cases. Then, arrayed
in these ghostly garments, they pre-
ted themselves at the house of the

After the surprise was over and the
white costumes taken off, it was ex-

laundered and tied up with sachets of
lavender for the linen chest.

Grass Linen Centerpieces.
For centerpieces &nd scarfs grass
linen worked with Chinese embroid-

ery is unusually dainty and pleasing.

House Gowns.

Every woman wants at least one,
but if possible three, attractive house
gowns. These make for beauty and
economy. Fortunately, women are get-
ting away from the habit of wearing
their street skirts and blouses in the
house. This was a lazy method, for
it only meant that a woman wouldn’t
take the time to slip them off before
dinner and put on something solely in-
tended for the house.

The one-piece frock worn during the
day to save one's cloth skirts is a
much prettier fashion than the one of
wearing a separate skirt and shirt
waist.

Star-8haped Parasol.

The newest parasol is star-shaped.
So far it is made of cretonne and is
refreshingly novel. The star has eight
definite points.

Double motor veils, joined only at
the edges, are made up in greep,
brown or blue over white.

The familiar white yoke has given
place to the colored one of transpar
ent material
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