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Ruassia, beyond the “pale,” and
arid districts of northeast
thousands of buman beings
for waat of food. Lack of
first imstance, excess of it
ond is the cause.

Five provinces in China
Russia are affected, and,
the former country come
of the bartering of human
food, of the sale of little chil
of the breaking out of the
among the close-packed sufferers, from
Russia comes a wail of despair,
men, women and children are trying
to cling to life, with almost nothing to
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tries that it is estimated that what in
this country would be the price of a
single visit to the theater would save
a human life until returning crops
bring self-support.

The Christian Herald of New York,
which has taken charge of the Ameri-
can end of the Chinese famine relief,
pledged itself to supply 10,000,000
pounds of flour, corn, cornmeal, medi-
cal supplies, etc., in addition to what
had already been sent. The govern-
ment gave the army transport Gen.
Buford o carry this consignment from
San Fraacisco to Shanghal.
Government Aid Inadequate.

In Russia the famine is being re-
lieved to some extent by government
ald, but the restrictions this ald car-
ries with it make it very inadequate.
It involves the delivery of one pound
of bread a day only to sufferers less
than 17 and more than 59 years of
age. Infants under one year, and all
the vast majority between 17 and 59
get nothing except whet the unselfish
among the more fortunate are willing
to share. And, above and beyond this,
there is the fact that the black hand
of Russian official graft appropriates
for private ends at least one-hall of
the momey the government voted for
relief.

Bishop Petter, of New York. is pres-
ident and Dr. Samue] J. Barrows, for-
merly of Beston, is secretary of the
Amerioan relief for Russia.

A forelga correspondent writing in
description of the affected districts
says: “Every semblance of grass
plants arnd roots has disappeared, ard
starving parents are eating thelr chil-
dren. 1 know this to be true, and
have myself found human flesh on
sale.”

Three Months in Famine's Grip.

The district involved' in the famine
is koowm as “Kianpeh,™ meaning
“north of the river,” the stream being
the Yaangtse. For more than three
months this region in northerm China
kas been in the remorseless grasp of
famine and famine-bred disease. Forty
days of rain and comsequent floods
heaped calamity upon the 40,000
square miles of territory and its 15,-
900,000 of people. Before new crops

can be maised it is estimated that, |

despite the best efforts for relief, the
death list will exceed that of Naples.
San Framcisco and Jamaica rolled into
one.

Writing after a tour through one of
the famine camps of 30000 starving
refugees, a correspondent said receat-

iy: “Little more than an hour azo ll

saw two women, presumably mother

and grandmother, walling over the
tiny coffin of a child that had been

part of grim famine's daily toil
“It is all so horrible, so overpower-

ing, so haunting, so heartrending, that

one cannot write of it in orderly fash-
fon. It seems as if only the repeated
cry of ‘Help! Help! Help!" can be
fashioned for the ears of the prosper-
ous American people, to whom God
has givep a year of plenty, wkiie the
poor of China perish from want.
“Out of the awful mass of suffering
a succession of individual pictures
comes truoping before my vision.
There was the man, oo wezk to stand
erect, who bore on his back, as older

wanted help, and pleaded for it in the
thin whine of the utterly miserable—
and I dared not give them so much as
a copper!

rice porridge for them all—and now
they must wait in the cold for another
24 hours to pass before they can be
fed again—and even then some
stronger ones may push them aside
and stea] their turm at the meager re-
lief.

“Strange incongruities flash into
one’s mind as he walks about among
these 30,000 refugees. As [ passed
this morning an old, old woman, cov-
ered only by a few rags, who sat on
the cold, bare ground, sharing her
small bowl of rice with a babe of 12 or
18 months, evidently her grandchild,
who =at on her knmees, I thought of
some grandmothers whom I know in
America—sweet-faced and comfortable
and kindly, whose evening of life is
made pleasant by the love of children
and grandchildren, and who know not
the word want. And [ recalled some
baby [riends—sweet, ruddy little dears,
wrapped in the finest linen, with ward-
robes upon which love has lavished
its generosity, and whose food is a
matter of careful consultation with
physicians and friends.

“Of course, I cannot imagine these
delicately nutured babes in dirty tat-
ters and exposed to the cold winter
night and day, week after week, yet
scehow one picture suggests the
other. Just so, when a refugee mother
accosted us this morning and asked us
to accept her child*as a gift, imagina-
tion brought instantly to view the pre-
ciousness of the American children I
kaow.

Suffering Unparalieled.

“Incidents could be piled upon inci-
dents; every one of these 30,000 refu-
gees incarnates a story—a story of a
home abandoned, of toilsome journeys
to this southérn district in the hope of
finding a pittance of food to allay that
awful gnawing of hunger; of the
eager hunt for a sheltered nook in a
doorway; of being driven from spot to
spot, until at last a few {ecet of bare
earth are secured out among the
graves with the oither refugees—a
space no bigger than a Chinese grave
sufices for an entire Chinese family;
of the daily and nightly huddling to-
gether in one mass for the sake of hu-
man warmth; of the search for dry
gra_s with which to make a tiny fire;
of the morning struggle for a portion
of the government rice and of that in-
describable, terrible, primitive duel
between life and starvation which the
Chinese so dauntlessly endure.

“In all this, I write of the best, and
not of the worst. This is only the first
outpost of the famine district.

Always Close to Starvation.

“The Chinese live closer to actual
starvation than it is possible for a
westerner to comprehend; they are al-
ways poor. So the failure of the erops
—not to mention the destruction of
their homes by flood—at once placed
them in a state of actual destitution,
which can only be relieved when the
wheat crop is bharvested In July.
Meanwhile, owing to lack of seed, only
hailf of the spring wheat crop has been
planted.”

The cargo of food which the Chris-
tian Herald sent over to the stricken

i district in China cost $100,000, and

this sum was raised by popular sub-
scription.

Its arrival in Chiaa is expected to
do much for the sufferers, but more
food will have to follow at once. Con-

stages of consumption, but as cheer-
ful as her husband was. The day be-
fore her death she asked him: ‘How

out if I was well; but, never mind,
John; God will reward you for it
all’

“Wel, the fact was that John had
not a dollar left when I came upon
the scene. He had told his sick
wife

£z

area large as the United
States, and while this area lies be-
tween the steppes and “White Rus-

was sowing but no reaping. The peas-
ants hopefully put their little store of

of the money will line the pockets of
official grafters to whom the deaths of

perhaps two who draw bread. Other
families have none. If two of a fam-
ily of six draw bread and divide it
equally it means that each member
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The mali-order fiend is encroaching upon our town like a devastating
prairie fire, and we should turn to with a will, and by the aid of the home-
trade plow run a protecting furrow around the community that will save us
and our institutions from destruction. Such is the duty of every loyal resi-
dent.

that everybody in town knows that
he is a hindrance rather than a help
to the community. He is not wanted
in public positions, and when ques-
tions of local interest and importance
are discussed, his opinion carries far
less weight than the man who con-
tributes his share to the proeperity of

our share toward building up the
in which we live that it becomes a
real home to us.
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to trade. There are many
you are in a hurry for some
there is no time to send to New Y
Chicago, or elsewhere. Your need is
immediate and imperative. You are
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then you are indebted to the home
merchant for many of the advantages
you enjoy. The proprietors of a mail
order house would laugh you to scorn
were you to ask them to subscribe to-
ward the bullding of your new church,
the improvement of your school build-
ing, or the expenses of maintaining
your fire department. The home mer-
chant contributes liberally to the sup-
port of these institutions so essemtial
to the public comfort and well-being,

ed.udyonradvleewmbomhth
public affairs. Live and let live, and
life will hold for you far more of en-

can if you live with the idea of get-
ting all you can out of the town ia
which you reside and the people
l!m;t'mndholdh‘futmm
you regardiess of your to
others. Be loyal to your ﬁ‘?._h
:::mhllﬂ,bthomm
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direct declaration that the proposl-
tion to amend shall be submitted to
a vote of electors of the state.

the bill to a vote by

the state, but the
title of the bill contains nothing of
that nature and is an amendment to
the constitution by legislative enact-
ment, which is fllegal, neither is
there any time mentioned for a sub-
mission to a vote, but the date is pro-
vided for in the constitution itself.

The Twolent Fare Law

The railroads probably will find an
ppportunity of testing the 2-cent-fare
law without incurring the enmity of
an open suit sto invalidate the act.
Complaints have reached Attorney
General Thompson of the violation of
the 2-cent fare act by the Union Paci-
fiee on tickets sold between North
Platte and Sidney. The road between
these two Nebraska points dips Into
Colorado for about four miles, and
on the strength of this the road iIn-
sists on selling tickets between the
towns at 3 cents per mile. County
Attorney Roach of Lincoln county has
sent a complaint about the matter
cnd Attorney Thompson says thst he
will advise bringing suit against the
Union Pacific to enforce the 2-cen
passenger rate. .

State Loses Covernment Bonds.
The state of Nebraska has been
obliced to give up the omly govern-
ment bonds that it holds, amounting
to $15,000 out of a total investment
of about $7.600.000. Under the coz-
stitution the trust or educational
funds ecan be invested in United
States securities, state securities and
county bonds issued by counties of
the siate of Nebraska. It haz never
been the policy of the siate to Invest
heavily in government bonds owing to
the small rate of interest. The govern-
ment sent a check for $15,000.

First to Make Payment.

Superintendent J. T. Morey of the
School for the Blind at Nebraska Clty
is the first head of a state institution
to pay his cash fund !nio the state
treasury under the new law. He
turmed in $280.45 as his cash receipts
up to March 31.

Purchasing of Supplies.
The new Board of Public Lands and
Buildings and the new Board of Pur-
chase and Supplies is revolutionizing
the financial conduct of the various
state institutions and has started in
to do the same thing in the purchase
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but that all such biils must be pre-
sented for allowance by August 1 or
tkey will be thrown in the waste

August 1, dut toat if the cla are
fecurred before April 1, those pre-
senting them have until the Iatter
date to get them before the state au-
ditor.

lilinois Ceontral Balks.
The Illinots Central railroad has o
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