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IRRIGATED LANDS
A SURE THING

SPECIAL HOMESEEKER’S RATES: On March 6th
and 20th the Burlington makes very low excursion rates
to the Big Horn Basin, the North Platte Valley and
Eastern Colorado.

KEEP AHEAD OF THE MOVEMENT: The Gov-
ernment work is under full headway towards putting
water on two hundred thousand acres of land adjacent
to the Burlington road, at an average cost of $25.00 an
acre. It is possible today to secure homestead lands
along these great ditches, in advance of the water. You
can also buy from rrivate concerns very fine irrigated
lands, under a full and. permanent water supply, at
prices ranging from $25 to $40 per acre. The history
of western irrigated lands shows that their value has
increased over 100 per cent inthe past few years. There
are arers of irrigated lands in the west that cannot be
bought today for $300 an acre.

IT WILL PAY YOU to get interested in irrigated
lands, and to get in touch with the land agents in the
North Platte Valley, the Big Horn Basin, the Billings,
Montana, district, or Eastern Colorado. If you will
write me for irrigation literature deseriptive of ny of
these localities, [ will mail it to you free, toz2hir wth
a list of land agents.

L. W. WAKELY,

Genworal Passengar Agont,

OMAHA. NEBR.

WASHINGTON

UNION PACIFIC

EVERY DAY
From February 15th to April 7th, 1906.

$25.90

Short Line Fast Trains  No Delays

Be sure your ticket reans over this line

Inquire of
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THE GREAT HEALER

nBOUSAXDS of grateful customers in
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every state attest the WONDERFUL
HEALING PROPERTIES of the
WORLD’'S BEST LINIMENT —

DEAN'S
ING CACTUS OI

The OniyLiniment that Heals without a Scar

bruises. swellings,
h.mc:mm cbnmas. frost
bites, etc.. and is the standard remedy for barbed
wire cuts on animals, harness saddle galls,
scratches, heel, caked udder, itch, mange. etc.
el T TEING Caery Y Of
sold by dl:u;:nlits n 15c., 50c., and $1 bottles, §3 and

% decorated cans, or sent pi d by the manufac-
turers. OLNEY & McDAID, Clinton, Iowe, if
obl.unlsxblent.ymdrnm’.

POLLOCK& CO.

Asnther of “The Advestures of Sheriock Holmes,”
“Pbe Hemad of the Beskervillea,” “The Siga ILLUSTRATED
of the Feww.” A Study In Scariet.” Ete.

BY P D. STEELE

The Adventure of
the Second Stain

No. 13 of the Series
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at last be lald before the public.

It was, thea, in a year, even In a dee-
ade that shall be nameless, that upon one
Tuesday merning in antuma we found
twe visitess of Eurepsan fame within
the walis of eur humbie reem in Baker
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we have both ceme to you.™
“Have you Informed the police?™
“Ne, sir,” sald the prime minister,
with the quick, decisive manner for

“Because the document ia gquestion
s of such immense importance that its

“Then for four hours the dispatch
box had lain unguarded ¥

“No one Is ever permitted to entr
that room save the housemail in t' o

are ! 5th trusty servants an1 -
with us for some time. Besides, uii 1 r
of ‘*aem could posaibly have Ln -1

“No, sir. I bhad said nothing to my
wife until | missed the paper this
merning ™

The premier nodded approvingly.

“] bave long kunown, sir, how high
is your sense of public duty,” said bhe.

The European secretary bowed.

“You do me no more than justice,
gir. Until this morning 1 have never
breathed one word to my wife upon
this matter.”

“Could she have guessed?”

“No, Mr. Holmes, she could not have
gueased, nor could any one have guess-
ed.” '

“Have you lost any documents be-
fore?”

“No, sir.”

“Who is there in England who did
know of the existence of this letter?”

“Each member of the cabinet was in-
formed of it yesterday, but the pledge
of secrecy which attends every cabinet
meeting was increased by the solemn
warning which was given by the prime
minister. Good heaveuns, to think that
within a few hours I should myself
bave lost It! Besides the members of
the cabivnet there are two or possibly
three departmental officials who know
of the letter. No one else in England,
Mr, Holmes, I assure you.”

“But abroad?”

“] believe that mo one abroad has
seen it save the man who wrote it. 1
am well convinced that his ministers—
that the usual official channels have
mot been employed.”

Holmes considered for some little
time.

“New, sir, 1 must ask you more par-
ticularly what this document is, and
why Its disappearance should have
such momentous consequences?”

The two statesmen exchanged a
quick glance, and the premier’s shaggy
eyebrows gathered in a frown.

“Mr. Holmes, the envelope is a long.
thin one of pale blue color. Thereis a
seal of red wax stamped with a erouch-
ing lion. It is addressed in large, bold
bandwriting to™—

*“] fear, sir,” said Holmes, “that, in-
teresting and, indeed, essential as these
detalls are, my Inquiries must go more
to the root of things. What was the
Jetter?

and the lives of a hundred
men—which bas become lost in this un-
accountable fashion.”™

“Have you informed the sender?

“Yes, sir; a cipher telegram has beem
dispatched.”

“Perhaps he desires the publication
of the leiter.”

that be bas acted in an indiscreet ahd
bhot headed manner. It would be a
greater blow to him and to his coun-
try than to us if this letter were to
come out.”

“If this Is so, whose interest is it
that the letter should come out? Why
should any one desire to steal it or to
publish it:”

“There, Mr. Holmes, you take me
into regioms of high international pol-
itlca. But If you consider the Euro-
pean situation you will have no diffi-
culty in percelving the motive. The
whole of Europe is an armed eamp.
There is a double league which makes
a fair balance of military power.
Great Britain holds the scales. If
Britain were driven Into war with one
confederacy it would assure the su-
premacy of the other confederacy,
whether they joined in the war or
Do you follow?” ’

“Very clearly. It is then the fnterest
of the enemies of this potentate to se-
cure and publish this letter, so as to
make a breach between his country
and ours?”

“Yes, sir.”

“And to whom would this document
be sent if it fell into the hands of an
enemy

“To any of the great chancelleries of
Europe. It Is probably speeding on Iits
way thither at the present Instant as
fast as steam ean take it. Now, Mr.
Holmes, you are In full possession of
the facts. What course do you recom-
mend ?’

Holmes shook his head mournfully.

“You think, sir, that unless this doe

ument is recovered there will be war?”

“I think it is very probable.”

“Then, sir, prepare for war.”

“That is a hard saying, Mr. Holmes.”

“Consider the facts, sir. It Is incon-
celvable that It was taken after 11:30
at night, since I understand that Mr.
Hope and his wife were both in the
room from that hour until the loss was
found out. It was taken, then, yester-
day evening between 7:30 and 11:30,
probably near the earlier hour, since
whoever took it evidently knew that it
was there, and would naturally secure
it as early as possible. Now, sir, If a
document of this importance were tak-

Cogyrighi by Collier's Weekly.
SHE BEATED HERSELF WITH

HER BACE TO THE WINDOW.

“That is a state secret of the utmost
fmportance, and [ fear that I cannot
tell you, nor do I see that it is neces-
sary. If by the aid of the powers
which you are sald to possess you can
find such an envelope as 1 describe,
with its Inclosure, you will have de
served well of your country and earned
any reward which it lles In our power
to bestow.”

Sherlock Holmes rose with a smile.

“You are two of the most busy men
in the country,” sald he, “and In my
own small way I have also a good
many calls upon me. I regret exceed-
fngly tbat I cannot help you in this
matter, and any continuation of this
interview would be a waste of time.”

The premier sprang to his feet with
that quick, fierce gleam of his deep set
eyes before which a cabinet has cow-
ered. *“l am not accustomed, sir”— he

began, but mastered his anger and re- |

sumed his seat. Then the old states-
man shrugged his shoulders.

“We must accept your terms, Mr.
Holmes, No doubt you are right, and
it is unreasonable for us to expect you
to act unless we give yvou our entire
confidence.”

“l agree with you.” sald the younger
statesman.

*Then I will tell you, relyring entirely
apon your honor anud that of your col-
league, Dr. Watson. [ may appeal to
your patrioti-m aiso, for T could not

fma~ine a1 greater wisfortane for the
ecountry than that this agair should
eoi:~ ort.”

“Yom may safely trust us.”

*The letter, then. Is from a eertain
foro’cu | tate who h~: been ruf-
God "x womie reeent eolon’tl develop-
B O eonntrr. It has been
wTit o'ty ! mocn his own
re: < o tire In~n'rie: have
sh ; r+ know nothing
of 11 At ¢!
coul oangoriin e a4 manneor
an! « jircses in it are of so
provo-:i e a chareter thot its pub-
Heatin: ~on!d undoubtedly lead to a
most 1 rorons state of feelinz in this

counitry. There would be such a fer-

| ment, sir. that I do not hesitate to say

that within a week of the publication
of that letter this country wounld be
fovolved in a great war.”
Holmes wrote a name upon a slp
of paper and handed it to the premier.
“Exactly. It was be: And it Is this

at that hiour, where can it be now?
No one has any reason to retain it. It
bhas been passed rapidly on to those
who need It. What chance have we
now to overtake or even to trace it?
It Is beyond our reach.”

“What you say is perfectly logical,
Mr. Holmes. I feel that the matter Is
indeed out of our hands.”

“Let us presume, for argument’s
sake, that the document was taken by
the maid or by the valet”—

“They are both old and tried serv-
ants.”

“I understand you to say that your
room is on the second fioor, that there
is no entrance from without and that
from withir no one could go up unob-
served. It must, then, be somebody in
the house who has taken it. To whom
would the thief take it? To one of sev-
eral international spies and secret
agents whose names are tolerably fa-
miliar to me. There are three who may
be said to be the heads of their profes-
sion. I will begin my research by go-
ing round and finding if each of them
Is at his post. If one is missing—espe-
#lally if he has disappeared since last
night—we will have some indication as
to where the document has gone.”

“Why shoull he be missing?” asked
the European secretary. “IHe would
take the letter to an embassy in Lon-
don, a= likely as not.”

“T faner not. These agents work In-
depen’ently, and their relations with
the embassics are qften strained.”

The ovrime minister nodded his ae-
(uiescence.

“I believe sou are right, Mr. Holmes.
He~ woull take so valuable a prize to
Lea”guarters with his own hands. 1
thin" *h.t vour course of action is an

© o 'mut one.  Meanwhile, T"qpe, we

neglect all our other duties on
.ut of this one misfortune. Shouild
be any fresh developmenis dur-

© came time it isT jug the day we shall comniunicate with

you, and you will no doubt let us
know the resuits of your own in-
qu-.ries.”

The two statesmen bowed and walk-
ed gravely from the room.

When our illustrious visitors had de-
parted Holmies lit his pipe in silence
and sat for some time lost in the deep-
est thought. [ was reading the morn-

letter—~this letter which may well mean
the expenditure of a thousand millions | way of approaching it The situation
thousand

“No, sir; we have strong reason to
believe that he already understands |

TYTA™ =41 He, “There ¥ B0 better

is desperate, but mot hopeless. Even
now, if we could be sure which of themn

“Why not?”

“He was murdered in his house last
night.”

My friend has so often astonished me
in the course of our adventures that it
was with a sense of exultation that 1
realized how completely I had aston-
fshed him. He siared in amazement
and then smatched the paper from my
hands. This was the paragraph which
I had been engaged in reading when he
rose from his chalr:

MURDER IN WESTMINSTER.

A crime of mysterious character was
committed last night at 16 Gedolphin
street, one of the old fashioned and se-
cluded rows of eighteenth century houses
which lie between the river and the ab-
bey, almost in the shadow of the great
tower of the houses of parllament. This
small but select mansion has been inhabit-
ed for some vears by Mr. Eduardo Lucas,
well known in soclety circles both on ac-
eount of hig charming personality and be-
cause he has the well deserved reputation
of being one of the best amateur tenors
in the country. Mr. Lucas is an unmar-
ried man. thirty-four years of age, and
his establishment consists of Mrs Prin-
gle, an elderly housekeeper, and of Mitton.
his valet. The former retires early and
sleeps at the top of the house. The valet
was out for the evening, visiting a friend
at Hammersmith. From 10 o'clock onward
Mr. Lucas had the house to himself,
What occurred during that time has not
yot transpired. but at & quarter to 13
Police Constable Barrvett, passing along
Gedolphin street, observed that the door
of No. 18 was ajar. He knocked, but re-
ocelved no answer. Percelving a light In
the front room, he advanced into the pas-
sage and agaln knocked, but without re-
ply. He then pushed open the door and
entered. The room was in a state of wild
disorder, the furniture being all swept to
one side and one chalr lving on its back
in the center. Beside this chalr and still
grasping one of its legs lay the unfor-
tunate tenant of the house. He had been
stabbed to the heart and must have died
instantly. The knife with which the crime
had been committed was a curved Indian
dagger, plucked dowm from a trophv of
oriental arms which adorned one of the
walls. Robbery does not appear to have
been the motive of the crime, for there
had been no attempt to remove the valu-
able contents of the room. Mr. Eduardo
Lucas was »0 well known and popular
that his violent and mysterious fate will
arouse painful interest and intense sym-
pathy In a widespread circle of friends.

“Well, Watson, what do you muke of
this?’ asked Holmes after a long pause.

“It is an amazing coincidence.”

“A coincidence! Here is one of the
three men whom we had named as
possible actors in this drama, and he
meets a violent death dwiing the very
hours when we know thai thot drama
was being enacted. The odds are
enormous against its being coincidence.
No figures could express them. No,
my dear Watson, the two events were
connected—must be connected. It 1s
for us to Gind the eonnection.”

“But now the official police must
know all.”

“Not at all. They know all they see
at Godoiphin street. They know—and
shall know—nothing of Whitehall ter-
race. Only we know both events and
can trace the relation between them.
There s one obvious point which
would In any case have turned my
suspicions toward Lueas. Godolphin
street, Westminster, is only a few min-
utes” walk from Whitehsall terrace.
The other secret agonts whom 1 have
named live in the extreme west end.
It was easier, therefore, for Lucas than
for ihe others to establish a connection
or recelve a message from the Euro-
pean secretary’s household —a small
thing, and yet it may prove essential
Hello! What have we here?’

Mrs. Hudson had appeared with a
lady's card upou her salver. Holmes
glanced at it, raised his eyebrows and
handed it over to me.

“Ask Lady IHlida Trelawney Hope if
she will be kind enough to step up,”
said he.

A moment later our modest apart-
ment, already so distinguished that
morning, was further houored by the
entrance of the most lovely woman in
London. I bad often heard of the
beauiy of the youngest daughter of the
Duke of Belminster, but no description
of it had prepared me for the sub-
§e, delicate charm and the beaut!l-
ful coloring of that exquisite head. And
yet as we®saw it that autumn morning
it was not its beauty which would be
the first thing to impress the observer.
The cheek was lovely, but it was paled
with emotion; the eyes were bright. but
it was the brightnesa of fever: the sen-
sitive wouth was tight and drawn in
an effort after self command. Terror
—not beauty—was what sprang first to
the eye.

“Has my husband been here, Mr.
Holmes **

“Yes, madam, he bas been here.”

“Mr. Holmes, 1T implore you not to
tell him that I eame here™ Holmes
bowed and motioned her to a chair.

(To be continued,)
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Ing paper when my friemd zave an ex-

S lim, sprang to bis feet and lald
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THE ORIGINAL
LAXATIVE COUGH SYRUP

l- bis pipe down WS iue mantelviece. | gold by MeClintock & Carter.
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HAND MADE

Spring Wagons

Let us build you one. We
put nothing but the very best
mate ria! and workmanship ior
them. The price is right.

FARMERS, Bring in your
tools and implements to be
sharpened and r paired pow.
It will save you time when
the spring work opens up.

We keep only the Latest and
—— BENT i ——

Buggie: & tarriages

—All Kinas of

.Farm Implements..

8. 0ur Horseshoes stick and
don’t lame your horse—try ‘em

LOUIS SCHREIBER.

Sl BURLINGTON
B BULLETIN...

Route

Into the Northwest: —Now is the time
to'go at cheap rates on one of the
Barlington’s two daily through trains
to Montana, Puget Sound and Port-
land. You dont know cheaply
you can buy a one-way Colonist
ticket. Ask the agent.

Special Homeseekers' Rates: —Maren 6th
and 20th very low round trip home-
seekers’ rates into the North Platte
Valley, the Big Horn Basin, also into

the southwest. >

Fo the Sunny South: —Very altractive
Winter Tourist rates daily until April
30th to a large number of Southern
resorts.

Irrigated Lands:—-Better get hold of an
irrigated farm for yourself or your son
while there is yel timae, ir.igated Innds
bhave inereased from 100 to 200 per
cent in value in the last few years.
Send for our publicalions on irrigated
lunds. — Frea,

Po California: - Very cheap one-way
tickets daily to Catiformia natl Apnl
7th. Thorugh tourist sleepers.

Pacific Coast: -Batter mnike the grand-

sl Ltour in ths worll ~th+torof the
coast thissprivg andi-ann r First
ex<ursion Aprid 2kt luy 3ih 1n-
clusive. T'hers will be very low, daily,
roand trip Cudiforatial *agss 3rand
rates throngh the sa nmer. -
Write ma or tall v war acwasr Baling-
LR A 0% Ji3. F i Lo vl v s In
mind in asv brer s, ol ie s wd-
vise you Ui bost wuy 10 mnke n at

the least cosi,
L F RE ITOR,
Agen 0 8 T QR
L W. WAKEL<Y
G. P A. Omaha

Through
Chicago

HROUGH Standard and
Tourist sleepers, chair
cars and coaches to Union
Passenger Station, Chicago,
every day from all points on the
main line of the Union Pacific
Railroad. These cars are carried
on through trains arriving in the
heart of Chicago at 8.35 a. m.,
9.25 a. m. and 9.30 p. m., afford-
ing a convenient choice of hours.
Route—Union Pacific Railroad
and

Chicago,
Milwaukeg and St, Paul
Railway

Any ticket agent of the Union
Pacific will send you East via the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway if you ask him to do so.
It is worth your while to insist
that your ticket read this way.

Complete information about
rates, routes and train service
sent on request.

F. A. NASH
General Western Agent
1524 Farsam Street, Omaha

UNION
PACIFIC
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