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- that with the myvstery all the charm of

Sherlock Hol%.

With a meotherly  tenderness Ihe|
gaunt woman put bher arm round twr!
mistres< and ledd her from the room.

“She has e n with her all her life.” |
said Hopkin~. ~Nureed ber as a bahy |
and came with her 1o Eugiand when
they fust left  Australia  elghteen
mwonths ago.  Theressa Wright Is ber !
mawe, and toe Lind of waid you don't
pick up novidars This wav, Mr.
Holmes, If vou plense™

The keen inlerest had passed out of
Holmex" exprossive face. and [ knew

the case had depertet. There still re-
maized an :rre<t to be effected. hat
what were these commonplace rogues |
that he shouid >o0i' his hand< with |
» An ahsiruse and learned spe-
stusl who Ginds tis be bas been call-
s¢j in Tor m cvase of mensles would ex-
pervicuce solicthing of the annes apce
which I read in )y rriend’s eves. Yel
tbhe seene in (he diniug room of the Ab
bey Grange was sulli-tently straage o
urresi bis actention aod o recali bis
wauning imterest,

It was & vory large and high clam- |
ber, with carved Gak ceiling, saken
puneling ani 2 uwe array of deer's
beads apd anciontl weapons around the
walls. At e ariher end from the
door was the Ligh French window of
which we bad bheard.  Three swailer
windows ou the rizht hand side filed
the apartment ith cold winter sun-
shine. Ou the lelt was a large, deep
treplace, withh a wassive, overhanging
wak mantelpices.  Beside the fireplace
was a beavy ovaken chair with arms
nud crossbai~ 1 the bottom. In and
out through the vpen woniwork was
woven A crim=ou cord, which was se
cured at each =ile 10 the crosspivce be-
fow. In revasing the lady the cord
Lad been slivpesi off her, but the knots
with which i1 had lwen secured still re-
mained. These detaile only struck our
attention aferwand, for our thoughis
were entire!s atworbed by the terrible
object which sy upon the riger skin
hearth rug iy frout of the fire.

It was the luniy of a tall, well made
wanu about fary vears of age. He
lay upon hi- hick. his face uptarned,

with bis wh.i iee1th grinniug through
his sbort ok beard. His 1we
clinched hatd - were raised above hin
bead. and n lLwavy blackithorn stick

lay across i is dark, haodsome, |
aquiline feniure~ were convilsed iuto
a spasm ! vimdictive batred, which
bad set hi~ dead faee in a terribly
flendish expression. e had evidently
been in his iwvi when the alarm bad
vroken oul, lor Lie wore a loppish, em-
broidered nizusairl. amnd his bare feet
projected frouwn o< irousers.  His bead
was borribiy it uced, and the whole
room bore wiiu ~~ to the savage leroe-
ity of the Liyw which had struck him
down. Bewsidc Lita lay the beavy poker,
bent into # «curie by the concussion.
Holmwes exii 1« boilh It and the inde-
scribable wieek vineh it had wrought

“He mus! ix x powerful man, this
elder Randull.” he remarked.

“Yes,” waid Hopkhins. 1 bave some
record of the ivilow, and be is a rough

customer.”

*You shoiuld have no dificulty in get-
ting bim.™~

“Not the sliglnest, We bave been on
the lookout for him., and there was
some kdea ithat he had got1 away to
Awmerica. MNow that we know that the

gung are bere 1 don't see bhow they
<an escape We have the news at
every seupurt already, and a reward
will be offer] hefore evening. What
beats me is how they could bave done
80 mad a ting knowing that the lady
could descriiw them and that we could
not fall 1o revognize the descripten.™

“Exactly. Oue would bave expected
that they would have sllenced Lady
Brackenstail ax weil.”

“They muy nol bave realized,” I sug-
gested, “thut she bad recovered from

i that.

out him.

I her faint™

“That is likely enough. If she seem-
ed to be senseless they would not take
lu-r life. What about this poor fel-
low, Hopkina®* [ seem to have heard

r salne queer stories abont him.”

“He waa n gowd bearted man when
he was sober, mt a perfect fiend when
be was drunk, or rather when he was
half druuk. for be seldom remlly wemt
the whoi- way. The devil geemed to be
In him ar snch times, and he was capa-
ble of snuything. From what 1 hear, In
spite of all his wealth and his 1itle he

1 very nearly came our way omee or
twice. There was a scandal about his
drenching o dog with petrolenm and

setling it on fire—her ladyship’s dog. to
muke the matter worse—and that was
only hushed np with diflenlty. Then
he threw a decanter at that maid, The-
resa Wright: there war trouble about
O the whole, and between our-
selves, it wili be 8 bhrighter house with-
What are vou leoking at
now "

Holines was down on hls knees ex-
amining with great attention the knots
upon the red cord with which the lady
bad lheen secured.
scrutinized the broken and frayed end
where It bad snapped off when the bur-
glar had dragged it down.

“When this was pulled down the bell
in the kitchen must have ruug londly.”
he remarked.

“No one conld hear it. The Kkitchen
stands right at the back of the house.”

“How 4ld the burglar know no one
would hear it? How dared he pull at
a bell rope ii that reckless fashion?”

“Exactly., Mr. Holmes, exactly. You
put the very question which 1 have
asked myse!f again and pesing There
ean he no doubt that this felloow muast
have known the honse and Ite habits.
He must have perfectly understood

| that the <ervanta woukl all he in hed

at that comparatively earlv honr and
that no one conld possibly hear a bell
ring in the Kitchen. Therefore he must
bave been in close league with one of
the servauntx. Surely that is evident.
But there are eight servants, and ali of
good character™

“Other things heing equal”™ sakd
Holmes, “one wonli saxpect the one
at whose head the master threw a «de
eanter. And yvet that wonld invelve
treachery toward the mistress to whom
ghiza woman seems devoted. Well, well,
the point ix & minor amnd when
yon have Rawlall vou will probahly
find no diffienlty in securing his ac-
complice. ‘The Indy's story certainly
seeins to b ecorroborated. IT it needed
corrobaration, hy every  detqil which
we swee hefore ne™ He wilked to the
French windoaw and threw it open.
“*There” are no s=igne here, but  the
gronmd is fron hard, and one wauld
not expect them. 1 see that theze can
dies In the mantelpiace have heen
lighted ™

“Yes: it was by their light and that
of the Lilv’s badroom candle that the
burglars saw their way alwut.”

“Aud what did they take?

“Well, they did not take much—oaly
balf a dozen articles of plate off the
sideboard. Lady Brackenstall thinks
that they were themselves so disturbed
by the death of Sir Eustace that they
did not ransack the house, as they
woull otherwise have done.”

“No doubt that ix true, and yet they
drunk some wine, | understand.”

*To steady thelr nerves,”

“Exactly. These three glasses upon
the sideimard have been untouched, I
supprose.”

“Yex, and the bottle stands as they
Jeft L™

“let us Jook at it
What isx thix?"

The three glasses: were grouped to-
gether, all of them tinged with wine
and one of them containing some dregs
of beeswing. The bottle stood near
them, two-thirds full, and bexide it lay
a long. deeply sinined cork. Its ap-
pearance and the dust upon the bottle
showed that was no common vintage
which the murderers had enjoyed.

A change bad come over Holmex

e,
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Then be carefully |

pteuiou. aud again I saw am

light of interest in his keem, l.. set
eyes, He raised the cork and exam-
Ined 1t minutely.

“How did they draw 1t?’ he asked.

Hopkins pointed to a balf opened
drawer. In it lny some table linen and
a large corkscrew.

“Did Lady Brackenstall say that
screw was nsed?”

“No: you rememher that she was
sensele<s At the moment when the bot-
tle wax opened.™

“Unite so. Ax a matter of fact, the
SCTrew
opened by a pocket serew, probably
conialned in a knife and not mor= than
an meh and a half long. If you will
exainine the top of the cork. yon will
obiserve il the serew was driven In
thres timos before the cork was ex-
tracted. It has never heen transfixed.
This long wrew would have transfixed
it and drawn it up with a single pull
When you eatch this fellow you will
tinvl that he has one of these multiplex
knive< in his possession.™

“Excellent”™ said Hopkina.

“But these glasses do pumxie me, |
confexs. Lady Brackenstall actually
gaw the three men drinking, did she
not =

“Yex; she was clear abhont that.”

“Then there 1s an end of it. What
more is to be said? And yet you must
admit that the three giasses are very
remarkahle. Hopkins. What? You see
nothing remarkable? Well, well, lot it
pass. Perhaps when a man has specia)
knowledge and special powers llke my
own it rather encourages him to seek
a complex explanation when a simpler
one ix at hand. Of course it must be a
mere chance about the glasses. Well,
gomi morming. Hopkine. [ dom't see
that [ can he of any use to you, and
You appear 10 bave your ease very clear.
You will let me know when Randall is
arrested and any further developmenta
which may occur. 1 trust that [ shall
goon have to congratulate you npon a
sneeessful conclosion. Come, Watson:
I faney that we may empley ourselves
more profitably at home.”

Turlng onr return Journey 1 could
see by IHolmes" face that he war much
puzzied hy samething which he had
observed. Every now and then by an
effort he wonld throw off the Impres
sion and t21% ax If the matter were
“lear, but then hig doubts would settle
down upon him again, and his knitted
browsa and abstracted eves wonld show
that his thonsghts had gone hack once
more to the great Jdining reom of the
Abhey Grange In which this midnight
tragedy had been enacted. At lust hy
a sudden impmilse just as our train was
erawling ot of a suburban station he
sprang on to the platform and pulled
me out after him.

“Excuse me. my dear fellow.” sald
he 2« we watehed the rear carriages of
our train disappearing round a curve.
“I am =orry 1o make you the vietim of
what vy seem a1 mere whim: but. on
my life, Watzon, | simply ean’t Jeave
that case in this comdition. Every in-
stinet thut 1 possess cries out azainst
it. Ti's wrone—it's all wrong—I"ll
awenr that it's wrong. And vet the
Indr’s story was complete. the maid’s
corroboration was suflicient, the detail
was fairly exact. What have [ to pat
up against that®  Three wineglasses-
that = all. Baot if | had net taken
thine< for oranted, §F 1 had examined
evervthing with the eare which I should
have shown had we approached the
cane do nove and ld ne eut and dried
story to warne my mind, should T not
then have found =eiething mores defi
nlte to o npon? Of course | shoukl.
Sit down on this bench, Watsan, umtil
A train for Chiselhurst arrives, and
allfw me o luy the evidenee before
¥ou, imploring you in the first instance
to dismis< fram vour mind the Idea
that snuvibineg which the mald or her
mistress may have said must neces-
sarily he trne.  The Iady’s charming
per<onality must nat be permitted to
warp onr jidmment.

“Qurely there are details in her sto-
ry which, if we looked at in cold blond,
would excite our snspicion. These hur-
glara mude a conslderable haul at 8y
denhiam a fortnight ago. Some aceoumt
of them and of their appearance wa=
In the papers and wonild naturally oc
eur to any one who wished to invent a
storr In  which Imaginary robbera
should play a part. As a8 matter of
fact, burginrs who have done a good
stroke of business are, as a rule, only
too giad to enioy the proceeds In peace
and quiet withont emharking an anoth-
er perilons nndertaking. Again, It is
annanal for mrglars to operate at s
early an hour: it is unnsual for bhur-
glare to s'rike 2 lady to prevent her
sereaming. sinee ene woutld imagine
that wax the sure war to make her
scream: it i« ynnsual for them to com-

' mit marder when their numbers are

sufficient ro overpower one man; it in
naususl for then to he content with a
limited pluniier when there was muneh
more within thelr reach, and, finally, 1
should =ay that it was very unusual
for such 1en to leave a hottle half
empty. How do all these unusuals
strike yon, Waison?"

“Their cumuiative efiect is certainly
consitdlerable, amd yet each of them ia
quite possible in itse1i. The most unu-
suitl thiug of all, as it seems to me, is
that the lady shomld be tied to the
chair.”

=“Well, I am not so clear about that,
Watson, for it is evident that they
must either kill ber or else secure her
in such a way that she could not give
immediate notice of their escape. But
gt any rate I have shown, have I mot,
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was not used. This bottle was |

i able.

menﬂs a certain elenent of Tmi-
probabllity alout the lady’s story? And
mow, on the top of this. comes the mei-
dent of the wineglasses.™

“What about the winegclas=es?

“Can you =ee them in your mind's
eye”

“1 see them clearly.”

“We are told that three men drank

from them. Does that strike you as
likely?"

“Why not? There was wine in each
glass™

“Exactly, but there was heeswing
only In one glass., You must have no
ticed that faet. What does that sag
gest to your mind¥”

“The las' glass filled wouldl be most |

HEkely to contain besswing.™

“Not a1 2ll. The bottle was foll of
it, and it is inconesivabile that the
two Zinsses were elear and the hind
heavily clursod with It. There are twao
possible expiinations, and only two
One Is that s 7ter the second glass was
filled the hortle was vinlently agitaresd,
apd so the third glass received the
heeawing. That dees not appear prob
No, no, I am
right.”

“Whai, then, do you suppose

“That only two glasse: were use:d and
that the dreos of both we e ponred into
a third gla <, <0 as to give the false im
pression that three people had been
here. In that way all the beeswing

would be in the last glass, wonid it
nm’
so. But if 1 have hit upon the (rie ex
planation of this one <mnall phencin

enonl then iu an ingiant the case rise-

from the commonplice o the excevd
ingly rewark:ablde, for it can only mean
that Lady Brackenstall amd her maid
have deliberately lied 1o us, that not
one word of their story is (o be be
lieved, that they bave soine very stroug
reason for covering the real eriminal
and that we mnst consirnet our case
for ourselves wititoin aay help from
them. That ix the mission which now

L lies before us, amd here, Watson, is the

8ydenham train.”

The h-msehald at the Abhey Grange
were mich <urpriz«d a1 onr return, but
Sherlock Holmes, finding that Sianley
Ho’lth‘lﬁ had goue off (o report to head-
quarters, took possession of the dining
room, locked the door unvon the inside

i and devoted hims=elf for two hours to

one of those minme and laborious in-
veatigations which form the s~olid basis
on whirh his hrilliant elifices of de-
duction were rearsd.  Sestemd in a cor-
ner like an interested student who ob-
serves the demonstration of hiz pro-
fessor 1 followedl every step of that re-
markahie res<earch. The window, the
curtaing, the carpet, the chair. the rope
—each in torn was minntely examined
and duly powiersl.  The hady of the
unfortnuatre baronet had been removed.
And all else remnined ax we had seen
it in the morning.  Finally, 10 my as-
tonishmment, Holuies elimbed up on to
the mas<ive mauntelpiece., Far above
his head hang the few Inches of red
eorl which were still attached to the
wire. For a long time he gazed up-
ward at it. and then In an attempt to
get uearer to it he rested bis knee nnon
a wooden bracket on the wall. This
brought his hand within a few Inches
of the broken end of the rope. hut it
was not this so much es the bra-ket
fteelf which <eemed to engage hi: at
tention.  Finally he sprang down with
an ejaculation of matixfaction.

“It’s all right. Watson." said he. “We
4aave ot onr case—one of the mo<t re-

mackable in our collection. But. dear
mie, how slow witted 1 have been aiwd
how nearly | have committed] the Linn
der of my lifetime! Now, | thivk that,
with a few missing links, my chan is
aluinst complete.”

“You have got your men?"

“Man. Watson, man. Oniy one, hnt
a very formidable person. Siroug as
u Hon— witness the hlow that bent that
poker! Bix foot three in height, aciive
ae a squirrel, dexterons with hiz fin-
gers; finally, remarkably quick wittel,
for thi= whole Ingenious story Is of his
concoction. Yes, Watson, we have
come upon the handiwork of a very re
markable individual. And yet. in that
bell rope he has given ug a «lew which
shonld not have left us a doubt.”

“Where waa the clew?”

“Well. if vou were to pull down n
bell rope, Watson, where woulkl you
expect it to break? Surely at the spot
where it Is attached to the wire. Why
should it break three inche< from the
top, as this one has dene?™”

“Because il is frayed there?"
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