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564 PERSONS LOSE THEIR LIVES
IN BURNING OF CHICAGO THEATER

FIRE STARTS ON STAGE AND BURNS FROM' PIT TO DOME
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With a Whirlwind of Flame Enveloping Floor and Galleries. Holiday Crowd of
Pleasure Seekers Fight Way to Exits—Awful Scenes of Horror as Scores
Leap to Street or Fall fromm Escapes—Exits Closéd and Doomed Victims
Penned in Blazing Prison.
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nature’s forces, but if there
a more appalling chapter
man's band history fails to
ve in the records of battle
fire horrors, as they are
commonly known, certainly mnothing
like it ever occurred ia this country or
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' | any other.

There an ornate million-dollar thea-
ter, assured, of course, as thoroughly
fireproof. Within were 2,300 women
and children, and a few men—a typi-
cal, merry, holiday matinee audience.
One thousand were in the galleries.
There were many entrances offering
tne usual number of exits, all, of
course, sufficient to depopulste the
building in case of fire. We have all
seen that often enough on the pro-
grams. There were five men in uni-
forms in the aisles, provided by the
city government. It was a pretty. hap-

jewels were torm from the owners,
lorgnettes and purses were tossed on
ube flcors,

This was the first scene. On the
main floor the pamic was quite as
flerce as elsewhere, but escape was
easier. It was In the balconies that
the battle for life was hardest, and
there, indeed, was scarcely a chance
for escape. The galleries were, within
no time at all, heaped with a helpless,
struggling, insane mass of people. As
the faming circle crept higher and
higher, choking the audience with
black masses of smoke, many were
literally too paralyzed for movement.
so that at the end and after it was all
over, there was the strange, grewsome
picture of a score or more dead lean-
ing silently over.the rails as if still
glancing at the play.

But down at the doorway it was a
wave backward of human beings fight-
ing for the blessing of life. What
herolsm was shown of man for wom-
an or of woman for children will never
be known, for the tragedy was but of
minutes.

The details of the awful bappenings

pY sceas. There was a darkened
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stage, there were a dozen singing
maidens and a popular comedian sing-
ing a popular air, entitled “In the
Pale Moonlight.”

Now what happened? A fusa or
two blew from the calcium light that
made the pals moon. The spark struck
the gicger-bread scenery; the scenery
blazed to the stage.

An Urn of Fire in Five Minutes.

And then! Well, then in five min-
utes this costly playhouse became a
red urn of fire and a great, heart-
breaking cry, such a cry as splits the
stone of a Caesar's heart, arose ia
that building.

It was the cry of the man or woman,
clinging to a storm-swept raft, who
sees the others go down before him.

The scene was something that no
humsan pen can tell. A circle of flame
swept from the stage around the bal-
cony and zalleries, driven into a whirl-
wind by six great automatic ventil-
ators and the open doors.

It moved faster than the calcium of
the pale moonlight acd as fleice as a
blazing meteor.

There was a wild, mad, raging,
tramplicg rush for life. It Is not easy
to fancy what one would do in such a
sceno, but all seemingly acted to-
gether. Men and women fought like
unieashed hounds for the first exit;

little children were crushed in the
arms of their mothers; clothes and

D.
Dawson, Mrs.; Diffendorf, Leandors,
Lincoln, Ili.; Deles, Miss N.; Deodd,
“O:;"Doaald-

| Buttle for Lifs.inSaleonies. ' ilite J-P. of Delsware, O

son, H.; Donaldson, Miss A.; Delee,
Miss Viola; Dyrenfurth, Ruth; Dyrea-
furth, Helea; Dawson, Grace.

K

Ebersteln, Frank B.; Eiseastead,

Herman; Eldridge, Mort; Espen,
Emil; Espea, Miss Rosa; FElkahn,
Rose.

F.

Fitzgibbons, Anna; Fitazgibbons,
John J.; Fox, George Sydney; Flan-
nagan, Thomas J.; Frady, Leon;
Falke, Miss Ada; Foley, H.; Poits,
Helen; Folkenstein, Miss Gertrude
R.; Foltz, Miss Alice; Foltz, Mrs. C.
0.; Fox, Hoyt; Fox, Mrs. Emile
Hoyt. Winnetka; Foltz, Helen; Frack-
elborn, Miss Edith; Frackelborn, Ella;
Frady, Mrs. E. C.

Q.

Gartz, Mary Dorothea; Gartz, Bar
bara; Gerow, Mabel; GQGeary, Miss
Pauline; QGerry, Miss Wilma; Gould,
Mrs. B. E.; Gohan, J.; Guderhaugh,
Scphie.

inside have never been exceeded in the

Death Trap at Ma

awflulness of sudden death in agony
in all the history of modern times.

From the balcony and galleries,
where there was no more safety from
the flame heat ascending than on the
floor below, people hurled themselves
downward in their terror. All, or near-
Iy all, of those in the rear met a fear-
ful death. Firemen, the fire practical-
Iy extinguished, found they were but
pouring wate- on heaps of human
beings.

—

LIST OF THE DEAD.

A.

Adaneck, Mrs. John; Austrian, Wal-
ter D.

B.

Barker, Miss Ethel; Barnheisel,
Charles H.; Bartlett, Mrs. C. D., Bart-
lett, I11.; Beurtel, Willlam C.; Beyers-
loth, Helen; Bissinger, Walter B.:
Birndsley, Mrs. H. G.; Bodice, N. W.;
Brewster, Miss Julia; Brinckley, Mrs.
Emma; Buehmann, Margaret; Bick-
ford, C. M.; Boise, Beane; Buschwah,
Louise; Beyers, —: Butler, Mrs.
Rosa; Butler, Rose; Bymfurth, Ruth.

C.

Cahn, Miss Lucy: Clark, E D.;
Claytcn, Vinton; Cohn, Mrs. Jacob;
Corcoran, ——; Cooper, C. L.; Con-
tell, Thomas.; Cooper, Helen; Conlts,

.
Hall, Emperiy; Harbrough, Mary

in Balcony Exit.

E.; Haviland, Miss Lee; Haviland,
Lee; Harbaugh, Mrs.; Hickman, Mrs.
Charles; Holland, Jobhn; Howard,
Mrs. Mary E.; Hart, E. D.; Henning,
——; Henry, Mra. G. A.; Higginson,
Miss Jeanette; Holmes, Mrs.; Higgin-
son, Roger: Holst, Allen: Holst, Ger-
trude; Hooper, W. W., Kenosha, Wis.:
Howard, Miss Helen; Holland, Leigh;
Horton, Edith. Ontonagom, Mich.;
Howard, Ray E.; Hudson, Harry;
Hehn, Otto.

Jd.

Jones, Ethel; Johnsom, J. C.

K.

Kaufman, Alice; Kelly, Otto; Kie
ley, Harvey; Kennedy, Agnes, Wia-
petka; Kennedy, Frances, Winnetka;
Kochens, J. A.; Koll, Charles H.; Kis-
ner, Louis and wife; Ketchem, Mrs.;
Kranz, Mrs. Barabh, Racine, Wis.

L

Lake, Mrs. Lena; Lake, Mrs. A.:
Lang, Irene; Lang, Hortemse; Lange,
Miss Agnes; Linden, Ellen; Leatin,
Fred W.

W

Msaloney, Mrs. James D.; Martin,
Harold; Martin, J.; Martin, W.; Ma-
loney, Alice, Ottawa, Il.; Martin, Rob-
ert; McCaughan, Helen; MeClellan,
Joseph; McClelland, James; McClurg,
Roy:. McKenna, Bernard; McKenna,
Bernard; Muir, Annie, Peoria, IlL;

R. H.; Curran, May; Crook E. 8.
Caldwell, A. R.

McMillan, Mabel; Meade, Lillian;
Merriel, Mrs.; Merrien, Mildred; Mo

Page, Harold; Page, Charles T.; Pat-
ton, Lillian; Petorson, Fornetta;

Saville, Warren E.; Sayore, Carrie

J.; Bpring, Mrs. W. A.; Stingler. Mrs.
b H.; Sayre, Miss Carrie

A; String. Mrs. Winthrop; Spin-
dler, Burdette; Studley, Rev.
George H.; Sutton, Harry D.; Saw-
yver, —; Sedill, Warner, 12 years old,
Kankakee, 1l1.; Smithbarry, Wilma;
Smith, Mrs. ——, Des Plaines, Ill.;
Smith, Miss Murine, Des Plalnes, Ill.;
Sheppard, Lola, 12 years old; Scott,
Burr; Shabbard, Mpyrtle; Shabbard,
Lalu;: Sherr, ——: Sprang. W. N.;
itern, Mre.; Sutton, Harry P.; Squler,
Olive; Saville, Arthur; Spring, Win-
throp; Schmidt, Rosa.
7T.

Tayson, Ruth; Torney, Edna; Tur
ner, Mrs. Susan; Turbush, C. W.;
Thatcher, W.

V.

Vallely, Bernice; Vallely, Mrs. J. T.;
Vanzegen. Edward T.; Valley, Miss
Bernice; Van Ingen, John; Vien, Her
man.

W.

Welis, Donald; Wolf, Mrs. Leo, Ham-
mond, Ind.; Waldman. S.; Woltmann,
Otto; Willlams, H.: Winslow, C. A,
Three River Falls, Minn.; Wells, Don-

WHOLE NUMBER 1711.

HOLIDAY MATINEE TURN

ED IN FEW

MINVTES TO FEARFVL TRAGEDY
564 PERSONS DIE IN FIRE IN CHICAGO THEATER

Men. Women and Children Burned. Suffocated or Trampled Beneath
Rushing Feet—People in Galleries Cut Off from All Escape and

Await an

Work-—Bodies Found Piled in Heaps.
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Crush at Secend Balcony.

Reoassuring Words in Vain.
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The screams and groans of despair
from the imprisoned giris in the upper
rows of dressing-rooms came to the
ears of the more fortunate below as
they rushed to the stage doors. Some

Escape from Stage Easy.

Those who had beea singing om the
stage escaped easily. Two of their
pumber who had fainted were carried
in the arms of the others, and were
revived in the alley in the rear of the
theater. In a terrified and hysterical
group the girls clustered in the narrow
passage.

Some had sisters and all had friends
in the blazing building. The bitter
cold plerced them through and
through, for they were clad only in
their thin stage gowns, with necks and
arms wholly exposed. Neverthelesa
they had to be dragged from their sta-
tion In the alley and Into neighboring
stores.

The blackened bodies which choked
the aisles and stairways, the lines of
policemen and firemen carrying limp
forms from the building, the overtaxed
hospitals, the rows of dead and dying
in the surrounding buildings, which
were thrown open to the sufferers, tell
briefly the tale. Only a few of the
heartrending incidents will ever be
known.

Mass of Struggling Humanity.
The first seconds of the rush for

life were quiet, say those who live to

long unbeeded religion called upom
their God.
Mothers Plead for Babes.

Women seized their babes in their
arms and frantically clung to them, be-
seeching ears that were deaf to en-
treaty (o save them from the terrible
fate impending. Had the others been
s0 disposed they could not have givea
the assistance so piteocusly besought.

In the last hope, born of desperation,
scores climbed to the nraillng and

leaped to the pit of the theater, many

feet below. Their mangied bodies
were fouand long afterward whea the
smoke cleared away and the firemen
could grope their way with lanterns
into the grewsome house of death.

The dense smoke quickly rose to the
top and added mew horror to the
grastly spectacle. To a score of those
who had sought to jump from the gal-
lery the amoke was kind, for it brought
death more guickly. Their bodies
were found hanging over the rail, thelr
faces distorted with agonies of death.
Firemen Quick, but Too Late.

From a dozem sources the alarm
went to fire headquarters, but before
the vanguard of engines wheeled into
the street a dense crowd had gath-
ered in froat of the theater. The fire
men were quick to act, but hundreds
of bodies were already motionless
within the walls of the playhouse.

An awe-stricken crowd stood fixedly
as those who had been nearest the
doors rushed out their eyes wild with
fear. These yelled “Fire!” at the top
of their lungs. and the cry was takem
up by the crowd and carried far into
busy State street and the other ave
nues of commerce.

None realized at that minute what
had occurred. Each man asked his
nelghbor if there had been loss of life
or Injury. Not until the first blackened
and limp body was borne forth in the
arms of a policeman did the enormity
of the disaster begin to dawn on those
in the street.

Rapid Growth cof Death List.

In fifteen minutes nineteen dead
bodies were carried out. Thea they
came so fast that all count was lost.

Mauy of those irst brought out were
still alive. Their pitiful moans struck
terror to the hearts of those who wit-
nessed the scene.

A restaurant next door was at oace
thrown open for temporary use as a
hospital. The long tables offered ad-
mirable means of service, and upon
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Awful Fate—Firemen and Police in Heroic Rescue
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i| malities, and at the same time dread-

HIS IDEA WAS GOOD.

Prying Drills Baffied, but Hose Put
Newcomers to Rout.

A well-known railway company was
engaged in boring a tunnei beneath
and almost at right angles to the ex-
isting tunnel of one o1 its rivals. One
day the contractor received notice to
stop the work until certain legal pro-
ceedings were complied with.

Outwardly observing the legal for-

ing delay, the contractor as quiet as a
mole went on with his “heading.”
But notwithstanding all his caution
the engineer of the rival company sus-
clandestine operations

Wkat was the surprise ot the com-
tractor and the prying engimeer. the
one to find no drill and the other to
discover no tunnel, although the latter
had bored down some ninety feet?

The engineer's boring tool had, it
secmed, wandered several feet to one
side, and its owner, still perplexed,
began to doubt if the rival company
bhad persisted in the tunnel after sll.

Suddenly a brilliant idea struck
him; he would turn on the municipal
fre hose into his boring; if it failed
to overflow his suspicions would be
confirmed.

He carried his idea into instant exe-
cution; there was a panic among the
turnelers, and a cry. “Fly for your
lives!™ all laboring under the bellef
that an upderground lake or river
had been penetrated.—Strand.

Success of French Woman Lawyer.
Mille. Dilhan. a member of the bar
in France, has successfully defeanded
a murderer in a trial 2t Toulouse. She
coavineed the jury that ver client had
been guilty of assault wmerely, and the
man escaped with. a sectence to a

GOT THE TICKET, AS USUAL.
Arlist Unsuccessful in Effert to Re-
form Medel.

Orson Lowell, the magazice fllustra

£
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talk on any subject which came
most he would say:

“Sir, 1 am very sorry—I|
say—I feel it more than you
sibly—1 am overwhelmed
fusion—but—but, sir—but, 1
obliged, absolutely obliged, to
trat>—to hypothecate—in
hock, my cvening garmeuts
Redcem them, sir, and [ ax
service. Here is the

This weat on ¢ay after
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skort term of imzrisoorment.

! ally Mr. Lowell hit on the

charwoman had carried it of by mi=-

take, and sending him away at the end

of the sitting in his evening rig, con-

fidont that he bad mo other, and that

he would return the next day ready
pose.

There are some women
everything, every little scrap; there
are others who save nothing; but are
there any who save their old rub-
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