ROOSEVELT'S RINGING

LETTER OF AGCEPTANCE.

‘A Document Breathing with the -Life

of Patriotism

and National

Duty.

VITAL ISSUE DECLARED TO BE PROSPERITY

Government in the Philippines

by Tagalegs Weuld Be Equiv-

alent to Government in America by Indian Tribes—
New Duties and Problems for the Nation.

Gov. Theodore Roosevelt has complet-
ed the formal scceplance of the Bepub-
lican nomination for Vice-President. His
letter bears an Oyster Bay date and is

- directed to Senator Edward O. Woicott
of the potifieativa committee. It reads:

To Edward ©O. Wolcoit, Chairman
Commiittee on Notification of Viee-Presi-
dent—8ir: I accept the nomination as
Vice-Presidert of the ['nited States, ten-
dered me by the Republican national con-
vention, with a vers deep sense of the
Lonor conferred upon me and with an iu-
finitely deeper seuse of the vital impor-
tance 1o the whele country of securing
the re-election of President McKiuley.

‘The nation's welfare is at stake. We
miast coutinue the work which har been
so we!l begun during 1he present edminis-
tration. We uust &l 2w in fashion in-
eapalile of being misunderstood that the
Arwperican people, st the beginning of the
twentivth century, face their duties in a
calic and serious spirit: that ther have
no intention of permiiting folly or law-
Jeseness 1o mar the extraordinary mate-
rial well-being which they have attained
a! Lome, nor vet of permitting their flag
to be dishonored abroad.

Feare Disaster if Pemocrats Wim.

i J feel that this contest is by no meaus
ofe merely betwern Republicans and
Democrats. We have a right to np{wal
10 all good citizens who are farsighted
Pncugh to see 5‘:{“ the bgoyor and thd
interest of the wation demand.

* To put iuto practice the principles em-
bodied in the lsniuu City  platform
would mean grave dixaster to the nation;
for that platform stands for reaction and
disorder; for an upsetting of our finan-
cial sysicm which would mean not only
Wreat suffering buj the ab-udoament of
the nation's good faith; and for a policy
gbroad which wéuid imply the dixhonor
*.’ the flag and 2p unworthy snrrender of

r mational yights. lis succesg wouid
jear upspeakable humiliation to men

prond of their conntry, jealous of their
country’s good name, and desirous of se-
‘curing the weifare of their fellow-citi-

sens. Therefore, we hare a right to ap-
pesl 1o 2ll good men, North and South,
East and Wes:, whatever thelr polities
way bave been in the past, to staud with
UL becanse we stand for the presperity
of the countrs and for the renown of
the Awerican flag,
Proaperity the Great lsene.

The most important of all problems is.
of course, that of securing good govern:
ment aud moral and matcrial well-being
within our own borders. Great though
the need is that the nation should do its
work well abroad. even this comes second
tu the thorongh performance of duty at
fiome. Under the adminisiration of Pres-
ident McKinley this conutry has been
blessed with a degree of prosperity ab-
solutely unparalleled. even in its previ-
ons prospercus history.

While it is, of course, true that no leg-
islation aud po administiation can bring
suceess 1o these who are uot stout of
heart, cool of head and ready of hand,
yot it is no less true that the individnal
capacity of each man to get good resnlts
for himself can be absolutely destroyed
by bad legislation or bad administraiion.
while uunder the reverse conditions the
power of the individual to do good work
is assured and stimulated. This is what
bias been done under the administration
of President McKinley. Thanks to his
actions and 1o the wise legislation of
Congress on the tariff and finance, the
conditions of our indusirigl life have been
rendered miore favorable than ever be-
fore. and they have heen taken advan-
tage of to the fu!l by American thrifr, in-
dustry and enterprise. Order has been
observed, the courts upheld and the fall-
est liberty secured 1o all citizens. The
merchant and manufacturer, but above
all the farmer and the wage-worker bave
profited by this state of things.

Dependent on Finguclal Quecstion.

Fundawentally and primarily the pres-
eut con'es! is a contest for the contimu-
suce of the conditions which have told
in favor of our material weifare and of
onr civil and politica! integrity. If this
ration is to retain either its well-being
or its self-respect it cannot afford to
plunge into financial and economic chaos:
it caonot afford to indorse governmental
theorivs which would unsettle the stand-
ard of nationa! homesty and destroy the
integrity of our system of justice.

The policy of the free coinage of silver
&! a ratio of 16 to 1 is a polier fraught
with desiruction to everr home in the
land. It means untold misers to the
head of every household. and, above all,
to the women and children of every home,

As to Democratic View om Bllver.

When our oppouerts champion free
silver at 10 to 1 ther are either insincere
or sincere in their attitude. If imsin-
ce.e in their championship they, of
course, forfeit all right to belief or sup-
port on auy ground. If sincere. then they
gre a menace to the welfare of the coun-
try. Whether ther shoot their sinister
purpese or mere!y whisper it makes but
little difference. save as it reflects their
own homesty. No issue can be paramount
to the issue they thus make, for the par-
amountey of such am issne is to be de-
termined not by the dictum of any man
or body of men, but by the fact that it
vitally affects the well-being of every
home in the land.

The financial guestion is always of sach
far-reaching and tremendous impertance
tc the national welfare that it can never
be raised in good faith unless this tre

mepdous importance is mot merely com-
ceded but insisted on. Men who are not
willing to make such an issue paramount
buve no possible justification for raising
it at all, for under such circumstances
their act cannot under any comceivable
circumstances do aught but grave harm.
Geold Basis Maust Stand.

The success of the party representing
the principles embodied in the Kansas
City platform would bring about the de-
struction of all the conditions necessary
to the continuance of our prosperity. It
woald also uasettle our whole govern-
mental system, and would therefore dis-
arrange all the vast and delicate machin-
ery of eur complex industrial life. Above
all. the effect would be ruinous te our
finances. If we are to prosper. the cur-
rency of this conntry must he based up-
on the gold dollar worth 100 cents.

The stability of our currency has been
greatly increased by the excellent finan-
cial act passed by the last Congress.
But no law can secure our finances
against the effect of unwise and disas-
trous management in the hands of un-
friendly administratore. No party can
safely be intrusted with the management
of our pational affeirs unless jt accepts
as axiomatic the truths recognize®® jn all
progressive countries as essential 18 g
sound and pr system of finance.
their essence t muft be the same for
all great cirilized proples.

Vital Question for Wage-Earners.

In different stages of development dif-
ferent countries face varying economic
conditions, but at every stage and under
all circumstances the most important ele
ment in seceuring their economic well-be-
ing is mound finance, honest money. Bo
intimate is the connection between indus-
trial prosperity and a sound currency
that the former is jeopardized not mere-
Iy by npsound finance, but by the very
threat of ynsound finance,

The bLasiness man and the farmer sre
vitally -interested in this question; but ne
man’s interest is so great as that of the
wage-worker. A depreciated currency
mc¥ne loss and dieaster to the business
man; but it means grim suffering to the
wage-worker.  The capitalist will lose
much of his capital and will suffer wear-
ing anxiety and the loss of many com-
foris; bnt the wage-worker who loses his
wages must suffer and see his wife and
children suffer for the actnal necessities
of life., The one absolutely vital peed
of our whole industrial system ix =ound
meney.

Orid 3f the serious problems with which
we arc coufronted under the conditlons
of our modern industrial elvilization is
that presented by the great business com-
binations which are generally kuown un-
der the name of trusts.

The problem is an éxceedingly difficult
one and the difficulty is immensely ag-
gravated both by honest but  wrong-
headed attarks on our whole industrial
system in the effort to remove gome of
the evils connected with it, and by the
mischievous advice of men who either
think crookedly or who advance remedies
Enawing them to be ineffective, but deem-
ing that they may, by derkening coun-
sel, achieve for themseives a spurious
reputation for wisdom.

No good whatever is subserved by in-
discriminate denunciation of corporations
generally amd of all forms of industrial
combination in particular; and when this
public denunciation is accompanied by
private mmembership in the great corpora-
tions denounced. the effect is, of course,
to give an air of insincerity to the whole
movement. Nevertheless, there are real
abuses, and there is ample reason for
striving to remedy these abuses. A crude
or ill-considered cffort to remedy them
would either be absolutely withont effect
or else wouid simply do damage.

Plan fer Federal Interference.

The first thing to do is 1o find out the
facts: and for this purpose publieity ae
to capitalizsation, profits and all else of
importance to the public, is the most use-
ful measure. The mere fact of this pub-
licity would in itself remedy certain evils,
and, as to the others, it would in some
cases point out the remedies, and would
at least enable us to tell whether or not
certain proposed remedies would be use-
ful. The State acting in its collective ca-
pacity would thus first find out the facts
and them be able to take such measures
as wisdom dictated. Much can be done
by taxation. Even more can be done by
regulation, by close supervision and the
unsparing excision of all unbealthy, de
structive and anti-social elements.

The separate State governments can
éo a great deal: and where they decline
to co-operate the national government
must step in.

Hew He Deale with Expansion.

While paying heed to the necessity of
keeping our house in order at home, the
American people cannot, if they wish to
retain their self-respect, refrain from
doing their duty as a great nation in the
world.

The history of the nation is in large
the history of the mation’s expan-

When the first continental con-
met Ju Liberty Hall and the thir
Reates deciared themselves
a nation, the westward limit of the coun-
try was marked by the Alleghany moun-
Even during the revolutionary
war the work of expanson went on. Ken-
tucky, Tennessee and the great North-
west, then known as the [llineois country,
were conquered from our white and In-
dian foes during the revolutionary strug-
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Indians, us to whether they were willing
that tiypir territory should be annexed.
The great majority of the inbabitants,
white and colored alike, were bitterly op-
posed to the transfer.

ident McKinley has sent troops to the
Philippines.

Jeflersom distinctly stated that the
Louisianians were “not 6t or ready fur
self-government,” and years elapsed be-
fore they were given self-government,
Jefferson appeinting the governor and
other officials without any consultztion
with the inbabitants of the newly ae-
quired territory. The doctrine that the
“constitution follows the flag™ was not
then even considered citber by Jeflerson
or by any other serious party leader, for
it mever entered their heads that a2 uew
territory should be governed other than
in the way in whiech the territories of
Ohio and lllinois had already been gov-
erned under Washington and the elder
Adamns; the theory known by this utterly
false and misleading phrase was only
struck ont in pelitical controversy at a
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white inhabitants.
Hawsii Disproves Danger ldes.

Nearly thirty years passed before the
next instance of expansion oecurred,
which was over the island of Hawaii. An
effort was made at the end of President
Harrison’s administration to secure the
annexation of Hawaii. The effort was
unsuccessful.

In a debate in Congrese on Feb. 2,
1894, one of the leaders in opposing the
annexaiion of the islands stated: “These
islands are more than 2,000 miles distant
from our extreme western boundary. We
have a serious race problem now in our
country and I am not in favor of adding
to our domestic fabric a mongrel popu-
lation (of this character). Our consti
tution makes no provision for a colonial

—_—

THEODORE ROOSEVELT,

much later date for the sole purpose of
jusifying -the extension of slavery into
the territories.

Comsent Not Necessary.

The parallel between what Jefferson
did with Louisiana and what is now be-
ing done in the Philippines is exact. Jef-
ferson, the author of the declaration of
independence, and of the “consent of the
governed” doctrine, saw no incongruity
between this and the establishment of
a government on common-sense grounds
in the pew territory: amd bhe railed at
the sticklers for an impossible applica-
tion of his principle, saying in language
which at the present day applies to the
situation in the Philippines without the
change of a word, “though it is acknowl-
edged that our new fellow-citizens are
as yet as incapable of self-governorent
as children, yet some cannot bring them-
selves to suspend its principles for a sin-
gle moment.” He intended that ulti-
mately seif-government should be intro-
duced throughout the territory, but only
as the different parts became fit for it
and po sooner. This is just the policy
that bas been pursued.

Fllipinss on Bagis of Indians.

In po part of the Louisiana purchase
was complete self-government introduced
for a number of years: in one part of it,
the Indian Territory, it has not yet been

tions, with a territory in the aggregate
as large as that of the Philippines, the
constitution has never yet “followed the
flag;”" the army officer and the civilian
agent still exercise authority, without
asking the “consent of the govermed.”
We must proceed in the Philippines with

suc-

Adame being active in securing the pur-

extablishment. Any territorial goverm-
ment we might establish would necessar-
ily, because of the population, be an oli-
garchy, which wonld have to be support-
ed by armed soldiers.

Yet Hawali bas now been annexed and
her delegates have sat in the national
conventions of the two great parties. The
fears then expressed in relation te an
“oligarchy™ and “armed soldiers” are not
now seriously entertained by any human
being; yet they are precisely the objec-
tions urged against the acquisition of the
Philippines at this very moment.

Wilitariem Io Neot Involved.

We are making no new departure.
We are not taking a single step which
in any way affects our institutions or our
traditional policies. From the beginning
we have given widely varying degrees of
self-government to the different territo-
ries, according to their needs.

The simple truth is that there is noth-
ing even remotely resembling “imperial-
ism” or “militarism™ involved in the
present development of that policy of ex-
pansion which has been part of the his-
tory of America from the day when she
became a pation. The words mean abso-
lutely nothing as applied to our present
policy in the Philippines; for this policy
is only imperialistic in the semse that
Jefferson’s policy in Louisiana was impe-
rialistic; only. military in the semse that
Jackson's policy toward the Seminoles or
Custer’s toward the Bioux embodied mili-
tarism; and there is no more danger of
its producing evil respits at home now
than there was of its interfering with
freedom under Jeffersom or Jacksonm, or
in t
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Ne Abaadoament.

ouly certain way of rendering it
for our republic to eater on a
“militarismi™ would be to aban-
the Philippines to their own tribes,
at the same time either to guarantee
ble goverament amoug these tribes
to guarantee them against outside im-
terference. A far larger army would be
required te earry out any such policy
than will be required to secure order
under the American flag: while the pres-
of this flag on the islands is really
ounly possible security against outside

The whole argument agaiust President
McKinley's policy in the Philippines be-
comes gbsurd when it is conceded that we
should, to quote the language of the Kan-
sas City platform, “give to the Philip-
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selves whether their government shall be
stable or unstable, civilized or savage, or
whether they shall bave any government
at all: while it is, of course, equally evi-
dent that uuder such conditions we have
no right whatever to guarantee them
against outside interference any more
than we have to make such a guaranty in
the case of the Boxers (who are merely
the Chinese analogues of Aguinzldo’s foi-
lowers).

If we have a right to establish a stable
government in the islands it necessarily
follows that it is not only our right but
our duty to support that government un-
til the natives gradually grow fit to sus-
tain it themselves. How else will it be
stable? The minute we leave it, it crases
to be stable.

Now a Questioa of Contraction.

Properly speaking, the question is now
not whether we shall expand—for we
bhave already expanded—but whether we
shall contract. The Philippines are now
part of American territors. To surren-
der them would be to surrender American
territory. They must, of course, be gov-
erned primarily in the interests of their
own citizens. Our first eare must be for
the people of the islands which have
come under our guardianship as a result
of the most righteous foreign war that
has been waged within the memory of
the present generation. They must be
administered in the interests of their in-
habitants, and that necessarily means
that any question of personal or partisan
polities in their administration must be
entirely eliminated.

We must continue to put at the heads
of affairs in the different islands such
men as Gen. Wood, Gov. Allen and
Judge Taft: and it is a most fortunate
thicg that we are able to illustrate what
ought to be done in the way of sending
officers thither by pointing out what ac-
tuaily has been done. The minor places
in their adminpistration, where it is im-
possible to fill themn by natives, must be
filled by the strictest application of the
merit system.

It is very important that in our own
home administration the merely minis-
terial and administrative offices, where
the duties are entirely non-political, shall
be filled absolutely without reference to
partisan affiliations; but this is many
times more important in the newly ac-
quired islands. The merit system is in
its essence as democratic as our com-
mon school system. for it simply means
equal chances and fair play for all.

Parallel with Iniian Government.

It muts be remembered always that
governing these islands in the interest of
the inhabitants may not necessarily be
to govern them as the inhabitants at the
moment prefer, to grant self-government
to Luzon under Aguinaldo would be like
granting self-government to an Apache
reservation under some local chief: and
this is no more altered by the fact that
the Filipinos fonght the Spaniards than
it would be by the fact that Apaches
have long been trained and employed in
the United States army and have ren-
dered signal service therein: just as the
Pawnees did under the administration of
President Grant: just as the Stockbridge
Indians did in the days of Gen. Wash-
ington, and the friendly tribes of the six
pations in the days of President Madison.

There are now in the United States
communities of Indians” which have ad-
vanced so far that it has been possible
to embody them as a whole in our po-
litical system, all the members of the
tribe becoming United States citizens.
There are other communities where the
bulk of the tribe are still too wild for it
to be possible to take such a step. There
are individuals among the Apaches, Paw-
nees, Iroquois. Rioux and other tribes
who are now United Btates citizens and
who are entitled to stand, and do stand.
on an absolute equality with all our «iti-
sens of pure white blood. Men of Indian
blood are now serving in the army and
mavy and in Congress and oecupy high
position both in the business and the po-
litical world. .

Filipines' Hepe of Liberty.

There is every reason why as rapidly
as an Indian, or any body of Indians,
becomes fit for self-government, he or it
should be granted the fullest equality
with the whites; but there would he no
justification whatever in treating- this
fact as a reason for abandoning the wild
tribes to work out their own destruction.
Exactly the same reasoning applies in the

would the majority thus gain self-gov-
ernment. They would simply be put at
the mercy of a syndicate of Chinese hailf-
breeds, under whom corruption would
flourish far more freely than ever it flour
ished under Tweed, whi

pression would obtain to a degree omly
possible under such an oligarchy. Yours
tmuly, THEODORE ROOSBEVELT.

c¢harge retreated in confusion.”

“Before we started on this scouting
expedition we were ordered to take three
days’ provisious. 1 had a sack of poand-
¢] oats on the pommel of my saddle.
After the rout of the cnemy I turned
the cats out te feed my horse. and found
fifteen baullets in the sack. My horse was
wonnded, as was Maj. McK!inley's, and
his sword hilt was cut to pieces by bul-
lete. Maj. McKinley laughingly ecalled
attention to it, and at the same tiwe
complimenting his men on their bravery,
remarked:

“*‘You have done me a great favor,
boys, and if it ever iles in my power, I'll
reciprocate.” ™

“DEAR BOY” LETTERS—NO.7

My Dear Boy:

You inform me that John Junes, Tom
Bently and old Harry Weldon say that
they are going to vote for McKinley
and Roosevelt, but that they will veie
against our Congressman, now a candi-
date for re-election,

Well, the Iepublican party is very
much like Bro. Robinson’s church. Bro.
Brown and Bro. Robinson, two clerical
friends of mine, were talking ahout the
:ald hes under their care. Bro. Brown

“My church has a Iarge memberskip,
but only about ome-fourth of them are ac-
tive members.”

Bro. Robinson replicd:

“My cherch members are all active.
The last one of them is active. Those
who won't do anything else will kick.”

The Republican party is a very active
organization. There is nothing dead
about it. The iast one of its mighty
membership is doing something, and it is
not sarprising that some of this activity

should display itself in kicking. Jones, -

Bently and Weldon bhave lined up with
the kickers. ;

Now, I am sorry. 1 will tell yoa why
I am sorry. In my judgment. the lead-
ers of the Democratic party have very
little hope of electing Mr. Bryan., but
they do hope 10 clect a Democratic House
of Representativea. They do expeet to
paralyze legislaiion, tie McKinley's
hands, block the wheels of the nation’s
progress, and cripple the ship of state
right in the midst of the breakers that
surround it. And their hope lies in the
kicking of such men as Jones, Bently and
Weldon.

I happen to kwow just what ia the
matter with those three men. Jones fail-
ed to be appointed postinaster at Sque-
dunk Station. Bently didn't get to take
the cepsus in Pawpaw township, asd
Weldon thinks be ought to have his pen-
rion increased to twenty-four dollars a
month, and the Jdepartment decided that
fourteen dellars was emough. Bach of
them thinks that his representative in
Congress is to blame for his failure to
get what he wanted. Hence the kick-
ilt‘. . “ e

Now, I do not attempt to solve the per-
sonal eguation in either of these three
cases. Perhaps Jomes would be a very
good postmaster at Squedunk. It may
be that Bently was the most competéunt
person to take the cemsus in Pawpaw
townehip. For aught I know W
ought:-to have a pension of twenty-four
dollars a meath, aitheugh 1 doubt wheth-
er be is more dinabled than myself and
I get only eighit dollars and am not kick-
ing abont it. I could uee more to véry
good advantage, but am thankful for
what T have.

Why, my boy, we are enlering ypon
wonderful times. The anmcient civiliza-
tion of the Orient is ecrumbling. The
islands of the sea are being tranaformed.
The Christian nations are coming fo-
gether. America, with her inexhaustible
resources, her i and freedown

L of thought, her energy and investive

geaius, is becoming the foremost factor
in the coming regeneration of the world.

And at the bead of this great mation
stands William McKinley, enduring the
most tremendous strain which has come
upon any President since Lincola's day.
His wise, dignified fsithfuloess ecom-
mande the respect and comnfidence of the
world. He should be re-elected and
shounld have a Congress upon whem he
can depend. ;

In view of these great thimgs, how
smal the postmaster’s place at Squedunk
and such trifling persomnal matters ap-
pear! . .

Once there.was a man who traded a
good farm for a drink of whisky and a
plug of tobacco. The Bible tells .us of
Esau who sold his birthright for a mess
of pottage. Tradition informs us of a
man whe cut off his nose to spite-his face.
And of such are Jomes, Bently and Wel-
don amd others wha let Httle, things blind
them to great thiags. e,

My boy, this is mot the year to kick.
Think on these things and DON'T-BE A

KICKER

YOUR FATHER,

R



