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N OF TR LIPS

Question of the
Hour.

The

Conclusions Arrived at After Extended
Personal Investigation—Sen. DBever-
edge’s Grezat Speech Delivered in
the Senate January 9, 1900.

The secretary read the joint resolu-
tion (S. R. 53)defining the policy of the
United States relative to the IPhilip-
pine Islands, as follows:

Be it resolved by the Senats and House of
tatives of the United States of Ameri-
ca in Congress sssembiled, Thay the Philippine
Islands are territory of the United States: that
it is the intention of the United States to retain
them as such and to establish and maictain such
wovernmental control throughout the archipel-
ago as the situation may demand.

Mr. BEVERIDGE. Mr. President. |
address the Senate at this time because
Senators and Members of the House
on both sides have asked that I give to
Congress and the country my observa-
tions in the Philippines and the far
East, and the coneclusions which those
observations compel; and because of
hurtful resolutions introduced and ut-
terances made in the Senate, every
word of which will cost and is costing
the lives of Amertcan soldiers.

Mr. President, the times call for can-
dor. The I’hilippines are ours forever.
“territory belonging to the United
States,” as the Constitution calls them.
And just beyond the Phiiippines are
China’s illimitable markets. We will
not retreat from either. We will not
repudiate our duty in the archipelago,
We will not abandon our opportunity
in the Orient. We will not renounce
our part in the mission of our race,
trustee, under God. of the civilization
of the world. And we will move for-
ward to our work, not howling out re-
grets like slaves whipped to their bar-
dens, but with gratitnde for a task
worthy of our strength., and thanks-
giaing to Almighty God that He has
marked us as his chosen people, hence-
forth to lead in the regeneration of the
world.

PHILIPPINES COMMAND THE PACIFIC.

This island empire isthe last ladn left
in all the occans. If it should prove a
mistake to abandon it, the blunder
once made would be irrretrievable. 1If
it proves a mistake to hold it, the error
can be corrected when we will. Every
other progressive nation stands ready
to relieve us

But to hold it will be no mistake.
our largest trade henceforth must be
with Asia. The Pacitic is our oeean.
More and more Europe will manufac-
ture the most it needs, seceure from its
colonies the most it consumes, Where
shall we turn for consumers o1 our snr-
plus? Geography answers the ques-
tion. China is our natural custome:.
She is nearer to us than to England.
Germany or Russia, the commercial
powers of the present and the future.
They have moved nearer to China by
securing permanent bases on her bor-
ders. The Philippines give us a base
at the door of all the East.

Lines of navigation from our ports
to the Orient and Australia; from the
isthmian eanal to Asia: from all Ori-
ental ports to Australia, converge at
and separate from the Philippines.
They are a self-supporting, dividend-
paying fleet. permanently anchored at
a spot selected by the strategy of Prov-
idence, commanding the Pacifie.  And
the I"acifie is the ocean of the com-
merce of the future. Most future wars
will be conflicts for commerce. The
power that rules the acifie, therefore,
is the power that rules the world. And,
with the PPhilippines, that power is
and will forever be the American Re-
public.

VALUE OF CHINA'S TRADE.

China’s trade is the mightiest com-
mercial fact in onr future. Her for-
eign commerce was $235,738,300 in 1897,
of which we. her neighbor, had less
than 9 per cent, of which only a little
more than half was merchandise sold
to China by us. We ought to have 50
percent, and we will. And China's
foreign commerce is only beginning.
Her resources, her possibilities, her
wants, all are undeveloped. She has
only 340 miles of railway. I nave seen
trains loaded with natives and all the
activities of modern life already ap-
pearing along the line. But she needs.
and in fifty vears will have, 20,0))
miles of railway.

Who ecan estimate her commerce
then? The statesinan commits a erime
against American trade—against the
American grower of cotton and wheat
and tobzeeo. the American manufac-
turer of machinery and clothing—who
fails to put America where she may
command that trade. Germany’s Chi-
nese trade is increasing lilke magic.
She has established ship lines and se-
cured a tangible foothold on China’s
very soil. Russia’s Chinese trade is
growing beyvond belief. She is spend-
ing the revenues of the Empire to fin-
ish her railroad into PPekin itself, and
she is in physical possession of the im-
perial province of Munchuria. Japan's
Chinese trade is multiplying in volume
and value. She is bending her energy
to her merchant marire. and is located
along China’s very coast; but Manila is
nearcr China than Yokohama is. The
Philipnines command the commercial
sitpation of the entire East. Can
America best trade with China from
San Franciseo or New York? From
San Francisco. of course. Butif San
Fransisco were closer to China than
New York is to Pittsburg. what then?
And Manila is nearer Hongkong than
Habana is to Washington. And yet
American statesmen plan to surrender
this commereial throne of the Orient
where Providence and our soldiers’
lives have placed us. When history
comes to write the story of that sug-
gested treason to American supremacy
and therefore to the spread of Ameri-
can civilization, let her in mercy write
that those who so proposed were mercly
blind and nothing more.

RESOURCES AND IMMENSE SIZE OF THE
ISLANDS.

‘But if they did not command China.

India, the Orient, the whole Pacific for

of offense, defense, and trade,
the Philippines aresovaluable in them-
selves that we should hold them. I
have cruised more than 2,000 miles
through the archipelago, every moment

| archi

tion of vegetable ard mineral riches.

No laad in America surpasses in fer-
tility the plains and valleys of Luzon.
Rice and coffe, sugar and cocoanuts,
hemp and tobacco. and many products
of the Temperate as well as the Tropic
zone grow in various sections of the
pelago. [ have seen hundreds of
bushels of Indian corn lying in a road
fringed with banana trees. The for-
ests of N Mindanao, Mindora,
Paluan, and parts of Luzon are invalu-
able and intact. The wood of the
Philippines can supply the furniture of
the world for a century to come. At
Cebu the best informed man in the
island told me that 40 miles of Cebu’s
mountain chain are practically moun-
tains of coal. Pablo Majia, one of the
most reliable men on the islands, con-
firmed the statement. Some declare
that the eoal is only lignite; but ship
captains who have used it told me that
it is better steamer fuel than the best
coal of Japan.

1 have a nugget of pure gold picked
up in its present formn on the banks of
a Philippine ereek. 1 have gold dust
washed out by erude processes of eare-
less ratives from the sands of a Philip-
pine stream. Both indicate great de-
posits at the source from which they
come. In one of the islands great de-
posits of copper exist untouched. The
mineral wealth of this empire of the
ocezn will one day surprise the world.
I Lase this statement partly on per-
sonal observation, but chiefly on the
testimony of foreign merchants in the
Philippines. who have practically in-
vestigated the subject. and upon the
unanimons opinion of natives and
priests. And the mineral wealth is but
a small fraction of the agricultural
wealth of these islands.

And the wood. hemp. copra, and
other products of the Philippines sup-
ply what we nced and cannot ourselves
produce. And the markets they will
themselves afford will be immense.
Spain’s export and import trade, with
the islands undeveloped, was $11,534,-
731 annually. Ouwr trade with the
islands developed will be $125.000,000
annually. for who believes that we can
not do ten times as well as Spain?
Consider their imperial dimensiops.
Lunzon is larger and richer than New
York. Penasylvania, Illinois. or Ohio.
Mindanao is larger and richer than all
New Encgland, exelusive of Maiae.
Manila, 25 a port of call and exchange.
will, in the time of men now living, far
surpass Liverpool. DBehold the ex-
baustless markets they command. It
is as :f a half dozen of our States were
set down between Oceanica and the
Orient, and those states themselves un-
developed and unspoiled of their primi-
tive wealth and resources.

Nothing is so natural as trade with
one’s neighbors. The Philippines make
us the nearest neizhbors of all the
East. Nothirg ismere natural than to
trade with those yvou know. This is
the Philosophy of a!l advertising. The
Philippines bring us permanently face
to face with the most sought-for cus-
tomers of the worll. National pres-
tige. national propinguity, these and
commercinl activityare the elements of
commercial suceess. The Philippines
give the first: the character of the
Ameriecan people supply the last. It is
a providential conjunction of all the
alements of trade, of duty. and of
power. If we are willing to go to war
rather than let Eagland have a few
feet of frozen Alaska. which affords no
market and commands none. what
shounld we not do rather than let Eng-
land. Germany. Russia, or Japan have
all the Philippines? And no man on
the spot can fail to sce that this would
be their fate if we retired.

PHILIPPINE CLIMATE.

The climate is the best Tropie climate
in the world. This is the belief of
those who kave lived in many Tropic
conntries, with sceres of whom 1 have
talized on this point. My own experi-
=nce with tropical conditions has not
been exhaunstive: yet, speaking fromn
that experience. | testify that the eli-
mate of lloilo, Sulu, Cebu, and even of
Manila, greatly sarpasses that of
Hongkong. And yet on the bare and

burning rock of liongkong our con- | ot
| fairs.

strueting race has bailded one of the
noblest cities of all the world, and
made the harborit commands the focus
of the commeree of the East. And the
glory of that achievement illumines
with a rarer splendor than that of
Waterloo the flag that floats above it.
for from Hongkong's heigits civiliz-
ation is irradiating all the Orient. If
this be imperialism, its final end will
¢ the empire of the Son of Man.

Yet fifty vears ago this English ont-
post of empire was a smooth and tree-
less mountain. blazing like a bali of
firc Leneath the tropie suns.  The
Philippines are beawvtiful and rich.
with the healing scas pouring round
and through them and fanned by a
thonsand winds. Even in the hottest
scason, under severest eonditions, |
found the weather telerable and often
delightful; and in Luzon, Panay, Cebu.
Negros, and Suln 1 have been in the
sun and rain without protection from
either for hours at a time. traveling
from place to place on horsetack, on
foot, or in a boat. rising at dawn, re-
tiring at midnight. week after week,
without injury to health.

General MacActhur. commanding a
foree which had been fighting continu-
ously for thive months and which was
under fire practically every hour, was
inexcellent healthevery time I saw him
at San Fernando, our extreme front.
General Lawton. that perfect soldier,
whom I have seen ride. order. plan, and
execute all day. and then ride, order,
plan. and execute all night. until the
Tagals named him *‘the soldier of the
night.” told me that his health was
nerfect. General Otis. that devoted
servant of the Republic. who toils
ccaselessly. does not fall ill. nor grow
weary, nor complain. ¥ could give the
names of scores of our oiiicers and de-
scribe their feats of endurance wit-
nessed by me that woula have taxed
their strength even in America. Yet
they do notsuccumb. [ have seen cor-
respondents exert themselves in all
kinds of weather without food or sleep
in a way that would prostrate them in
the hottest days of our summer in Chi-
cago or New York. Major Hoyt, chief
medical officer with MaeArthur. told
me that San Fernando is as healthy as
the average American town. The En-
ropean business men of Cebu, lloilo,
and Manila work as hard and as many
hours a day as those of New York, and
a finer body of physical manhood can
not be gathered at random in America.
This proves that this garden of the
seas is not the sweltering..smming,
miasmatic swamp that it has been de-
scribed.

CHARACTER OF THE PEOPE—AGUINALDO.

It will be hard for Amerieans who

with a decadent race. The Filipino is
the South Sea Mala{;ﬁgnt through a
process of three hund years of su-
perstition in religion, dishonesty in
dealing, disorder in habits of industry,
and eruelty, caprice, and eorruption in
government. It is barely ble that
1,000 men in all the archipelago are
capable of self-government in the
Anglo-Saxon sense.

My own belief is that there are not
100 men among them who comprehend
what Anglo-Saxon self-government
even means. and there are over 5,000,-
000 people to be governed. 1 know
many clever and highly educated men
among them. but there are only thiee
commanding intellects and characters
—Arellani, Mabini., and Aguinaldo.
Arellano, the chief justice of our su-
preme court, is a profound lawyer and
a brave and incorruptible man. Ma-
bini, who, before his capture, was the
literary and diplomatic associate of
Aguinaldo. is the highest type of sub-
tlety and the most constructive mind
that race has yet prcdaced. Aguinaldo
is a elever. popular leader. able, brave,
resourceful, cunning., ambitious, un-
scrupulous, and masterful. He is full
of decision, initiative, and authority,
and had the confidence of the masses.
lHe is a natural dictator. His ideas of
government are absolute orders, im-
plicit obedience, or immediate death.
He understands the character of his
countrymen. He is a Malay Sylla; not
a Filipino Washington.

These coneclusions were foreed upon
me by observing the people in all walks
of life in the different islands, and by
conversations with foreign merchants,
priests, mestizos, pure Filipinos, and
every variety of mind, character, and
opinion from San Fernando, in Luzon,
on down through the entire archipelago
to the interior of Suln. These conver-
sations were had informally at dinner
tables, on journeys, and the like, and
always under conditions favorable to
entire frankness and nnreserve. Their
chief value is that they are the real
opinions of their authors and not pre-
pared and guarded statements. 1 will
read to the Seanate salients points from
a few of my notes of these conversa-
tions. reserving the names of the per-
sons interviewed. except that of Pablo
Majia. of Cebun. who was assassinated a
week after | met him. and whose fate
I will ot risk bringing down on oth-
ers. Their nzmes and residences are
here in this book, and will be gladly
riven to any Senalor or to the Senate
in exccutive sossion. The econversa-
tions themselves, of course, are many
of them quite extended. 1 give here
only the brief extracts, which may be
helpful to a correct understanding of
the subject immediately in hand.

One of the principal merchants of the
Philippines and the far East said,
among many other thiugs:

The whole country is incalculably rich. With
enly ord!nery good government commerce wounid
be immense. Spanish rule was corrupt. but
commeice accustomed itself to the conditions
and flourished in spite of them. So rich is the
country Lthat commeree will survive any situa-
ation, however bad, if it is only fixed and cer-
tuin. The praple are incapable of self-govern-
ment. The few excepticns are no examples ef
the masses. For years to come @ very strong
government will be necessary. The climate is
very zool. T have lived here eighteen years,
and my health was never better.

One of the principal business men of
the Philippines and the far East said:

I have no fault to find with the ciimate. My
health is very tine.  Business here, large as il
is, is only o hint of what will be under a good
government. I think it folly to talk of giving
the natives any part in the government. They
are jncapable. Of course there ure, possibly,
nalf a dozen who might be capable, but I doubt
the result of such an experiment, even with the
best. Anything but a strong government at
first will result in disastsr. Do not put eourts
into their hands at all. except the minor and
village courts. of course. You might give them
municipal seif-zovernment in the smailer mu-
nicipalities, but even then enly under careful
supervision.

The most eminent educator in the
Philippines. of very wide information
about the people and the country, said:

It is & most marve.ocus country. The climate
is the ideal tropical climate of the world. Also,
it presents every variety of elimate. Only a
moderate distznee from Manila, in the provinee
of Benguet, there are oaks, pines. frost, and you
must use blankets at night. It is the richest
und most varicgated portion of the earth’'s sur-
face. My health hasalwavs been good. You
must introdace a strone, deeisive, and pure gov-
ceramentl. The natives mizht poessibly be per-
mitted to take a practical part in municipal af-

Self-zovernme:nt is out of-the question. I fear
the insurrection will lust for months. The nu-
tives are like buffalo bu!ls -they e mad and
then want to ight, no matter whether ricint or
wrong. You cannot suceessfully desl with
them by gentle means: they absolutely misun-
derstand such treatment. While in arms they
must be fouzht. fought ceaselessly and remorse-
lessly. Otherwise they will keep it up forever.

The most eminent scientist of the
far East, better informed on the Phil-
ippines and their people and more ex-
perienced in the whole situnation than
any man now living. said:

The climate is the best tropical climate in the
world. My health is excelient and has been for

ars.  Nearly everyvthing can be raised in the
slands. Also nearly all climates ean be had in
the various altitudes practically accessiple. It
will take a lonz tim» to prepare the poopic for
self-government.  Certainly they are not so
now. Ithink eversthing must for yeurs be
tirmiy controlled by the Americans.

One of the large planters and busi-
ness men of the interior of Luzon, a
pure Filipino, with intimate relations
with the insurgents:

It is hand to say how long . the contest will
last. The very common people care little about
the matter, but have been told and believe
many bad things about the Americans. What
"ilipinos want is to govern themselves. No, of
course. they do not know anything about gov-
emment exceps that Spain  gave them. which
was most corrupt.  If vou gave those islands a
government where justice would be adminis-
tered freely and without vprice. property pro-
tectad. snd free speech secured. you ask me if
the common people would be satisfied. 1 do
not know.

‘I'he common people do not know what they
wnnt. Are they capable of self-zoveinment—
of volinz intelligently> What difference does
that make* They would vote just exactly as
the better classes say. 1 employ several hun-
dred men.  Weil, I expeci and would see to it
that they have the same opinions I have. Humph !
it would be impossible otherwise. What the
Filipino leaders talk ahout and insist upon is a
guaranty. By this they mean Filipinos to have
exclusive government in the is) 5. the United
States to Kaep a fiect here o protect that gov-
ernment and the islands geaerally in every pos-
sible situation. and ithis agreement witnessed
by a third nution, strong enough to compel the
United States to carry out its contract. The
peeple ara not capable of self-government, but
the leaders are. or will be afler some practice;
su it is just the same thing.

A pure rilipino. a physician. a man
of wealth, in the interior of Luzon—
one of the most intelligent men of the
many I met and talked to:

Il is hard to say how long this struggle will
centinue. The leaders say they want indepen-
dence: the common people nr'oh.bly wapt so-
cialism. To be detinite a particular. they
probably do not know what they wan!. No.
tizey are not capible of self-government. If you
zive them pure government. free speech and all
that, they would not understanp and appreciate
it at first; would not believe it, as it were.

But when, after a while. three or four
say. they come to understand your good inten-
tions and y good govern-
meat, there will be no trouble. Oh, yes: the
islands are marvelously rich. After good gov-
ernment is once in operation. they will pay
their way many times over- My people are not
a bad people; they don't understand; they are
children yet.

The principal British merchant of
Iloilo said:
The climate is simply splendid, even here on
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was in New York last Sep-
It goe= without saying that the coun
is enormously rieh. Its resources have
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municipal matters. r than that [ think
ltml.ulatogu ~ent. The common peo-
ple probably do not understand the meaning of
self-government as we

How should they” The whole secret of your
success will be to adopt some definite
stick to it, guvern justly and tirmly, be pa t.
do not expect = in a day. and very
grad and introduce them into the
government But all will fail if you send any
but pure and incocruptible men here.

A highly edncated and bright Span-
ish mestizo. claiming to be pure Fili-
pino, employed in Iloilo, said:

Noone can tell when the fighting will ceasn.
It all depends upon what Aguinaldo says. The
common people have sbsolute faith in kim. His
order among those now in rebellion in this isl-
and would be promptly obeyed. The common
peopie say they are righting for their independ-
ence. They mean by this the right w0
their own government: make and execute their
own laws. Their ideas of a proper relation be-
tween the Philippine Istunds and people of the
United States is thist of a protectorute. The
leiaders absolutely control the people. A man
of property expects his working people to have
the same opinion as he has. Ido myself.

Itis, ps. true that the masses do not un-
ders what self-government means. I thinlk
that that there arc enough capable und educated
men amonyg our people to control government.
but I do not believe that the

and will not be for a long
have uniform laws over the entire archipelago.
If you have one thing at one place and another
at another ?hre each will think and say that
the other is better ircated. and you will have
constant and serious disturbance. Already the
people of this island are very angry because Ne-
gros is given a United States constitution. That

is a profound mistake. Don’t experiment. Se-
lect your plan and execute it. English ought to
be myde the one languge of the island.

A rich planter of Panay. pure Fili-
pino, but moderate in views, saia:

The common people have no opinions and are
not capable of voting. If the Filipinos estab-
lished u government. of course Lthe property and
educated elass would. beyond doubt. run suech
government. Not more than 2 per cent of tha
pecple are fitted to take part in the sclection of
public omcers. The -people are at preseat in-
capable of self-government, though the ml;zht.
be intrusted with pureiy municipal affuirs. Es-
tablish ly the same laws through the
archipelugo. English should Le universally
twzht. The common pecpie Know and ecare
nothing about self-government or any other
povernment. They are principaily interesteld in
simply living. Self-governmeat can oniy mean
government by the upper classes,

A prominent but very conservative
business man of Panay:

You may be a long time subduing this insur-
rection. 'The people are not yet capable of sell-
government in t archipclazo. It is well
though, to trust them with muhicipul adminis-
tration, ‘?mﬂded everything is under your final
supervision. The proposition te have the same
commercial laws everywhere is to plain for ar-
gum~nt. " Theclimit>isnot bad at all. You
ste that for yourseif. It is very cool here, you
see. this evening. My owa health has been ex-
cellent, and is now. There is very little sick-
ness among the English here.

A leading mestizo of Negros:

The island of Negros is far ahead of any other
island in the eulture of its people. Our chief de-
sire now is to get utterly away from Spanish
customs, laws, and traditions. 1 think we are
quite capable of self-govermment under Americaa
protectivn. If the Philippine islands are made
into a Federal systein we would expect to be
oae of the States.  Uertainly we cun manage
the local aiffairs of the island. Exclusive of the
savages of the mountains. I should say that 4 or
5 per cent of the people are now capable of in-
tellizenly voting.

I think the voting shotild be by those who own
property, can rexd and write, or are established
householders and heads of families, with defi-
nite residences. 1 would find out who should
vote by having a committee in each town make
out @ list and then notify the ones chosen, Cer-
tainly 1 wouid expect the common peopie to
follow the advice of the leaders and vowe for
whom the leaders said. I should think my own
employes would take my view of a situation. If
you give us 2 government where justice is ad-
ministered without corruption or delay, proper-
Ly protected without a fee, free speech insured,
commercial language provided, the people will
be satisfied.

Spain did none of this, but the reverse. That
is, and was, our complaint. English should be
immediately made the language of the whole
archipelago. 140 notthink the same political
Isws should prevail throughout the islands. One

ace should have laws adupted to it: another,

aws adapted to it. The reason for this is
that the people of the various islands are of
different degrees of culture.  Of course. though,
I think the whole archipelago a commercial
unit.

Pure Filipino and large planter of Ne-
ETos:

I have working for me about 400 men. They
are good. average examples of the common peo-
ple of the islund. I should say that not over 3
or 4 per cent of them are capable of self-govern-
ment or in any true sense understand the term.

If the ballot were given them. or even if it were

restricied to those 3 or 4 per ¢ent. I should ex-

ect them to vote as the 'r= might indicate.

think the English lunguage should be imme-
diately ted thronghout the entire archipel-
ago. It would simplify matters incaleulably. No.,
I do not believe the same laws should prevail
everywhere. We of Negros are more cultivated
than in Panay. We deserve better laws.

Very large planter and influential
man of Negros, claiming to be pure
Filipino. but with some Chinese blood:

The climata is most excellent. The wealth of
these islands is beyond imagination. We bave
only begun to develop our resourees.  For ex-
ample. we have not touched our minerals prae-
tically. Lands you see yonder are rezlly better
for agricultural pu than this low. fiat
coast land. No: it is not vet occupied, and the
title to it ix still in the government.

I have several American plows. They do
good work. We do not us® more becanse they
are not brought to us. The pative plow has
served our purpose and our inertia makes it in-
convenient to change, if eflfort is necessary.
Yes: enterprising agency would sell many
plows. I huve several carriuges made in Ameri-
ca. 1 have from 1.000 to 1,500 men working for
me. Of these practically all are capable of
self-government. Would they vote as I wished®
Most assuredly they wonld. By all means make
English the lunguage of these islands as speed-
ily as possible.It will increase commeree and
el us Iarther away from the old aud hated re-
gime.

I regand these islands as 2 commercial unit.
and think uniform laws should prevail through-
out the archipelago. Your voung men could
come here and buy Lind aml soon get enormous-
Iy rich. You need not fear that we leaders would
be able to control elections. The government
itself would nominate 21l the oMcers or candi-
dates: so you =ce, the peaple would have to voie
for good men. What would I do if any man

ke against or criticised the government*
v. anyone rising against the government
would be tried and shot if condemned.

Pablo Majia, pure Fillpino, rich. able.
honest. and moderate. He was stabbed
to death in Cebu, and this is why 1
withhold the names of the others:

1 do not think anyone could ask for a better
climate than this. It is much better than
Hongkong. The resources of this island have
not begun to be developed. Our coal is very
good. much better than Japafi coal. There is
copper 100, on this island. not yet worked. 1
am sorry to say that very few of our population
are capable of self-government.

Of course the wealthy and educated classes
are entirely competent to run the government.
I do not expect nor desire any government ex-
cept one founded on and directed by America.
Oh, ves: to such extent as the ballot may be
given. there is nodoubt that we of the upper
classes can control. I employ 100 men now—in
good times more. All these would vote as I
say.

An educator of Cebu. who has lived

among the Filipinos for twenty-five
yvears, and one of the ablest men 1 ever
met:

For health and for all human condi-
tions 1 consider this climate unexcelled in the
world. When I left Europe twenty-five years
age and came here my health was wretched.
Here I am never ill resources of these isl-
ands are <imply marvelous. Think of the agri-
cultural richness of Negros! Think of the min-

. In amLt:erl.nlam:l there are

rich gold deposits. T me preseat you
'l:i this nugwet. It was picked up just as you
see it. 1 have seen nugeets from there as large
as your thumb—pure, =clid gold. Why are they
z been so far out of
the workl. you know. the werld has forgeiten
us. And, then, the strange apathy of the Span-
fsh Government and people. Bul that is all
good luck for you. These people are not capa-
ble of -elt—guwrnme:t.mmt ought to be ap-
parent to any thought rson. They are

hildish. They do

strangely ¢ not themselves
understand clearly what they are fighting for.
Independence to the common people means an-

archy. or. rat! er. socialism.
To the classes it means rule and domin-
. If the Lallot were placed in the hands the of
they would vote as their leaders satd. It
b= well to make English the language of
all the ixlonds—but. dear me, what a fearful
will huve teaching it. Why. my dear
we have been tesching them Spanish
Lo Immilrl:;lk rs—working hard, too—
yot they spe t very badly cven now, They
are not bright: really. they are stupid. They

resemble ve t y learn
with great dificulty. Come into the islands
with 1 common sense. not scholastically,
theoretieally, or expevimentally. The islonds
¢nn be madde a griat blessing to you. aind you to

them, and they also can be made a great curse,

A gentleman living in Sulu and who
has spent his entire life in various
tropical countries said:

The resources of these islands arc not even
muessed. This land we stamd on grows cocoa,
sugar, rice, coffee. and hemwn, and all of the fin-
est quality. As to the heslth the vonditions are

1 am thoroughly uulnain:nl with

siatic and Pacific Tropics. and I consider this

the ideal climate of them all. 1 hope youu are

not contemplating such a thing as self-govern-

ment for the archipelago. It would be a hide-

ous mistake. They are utterly incapable of
ng in government.

partici

May be in some rhus municipal government,
might, to a limited extent. be put in the hands
of the more competent natives, but even then, 1
fear. it would work badly. But government of
the archi by natives would mean contin-
nous war. I want you people to « .
but you will ignominiously and frightfully (fail
if you put up a weak or a half-hearted govern-
ment here. I have spent my life here, in Bor-
Shatos Sl T Snewe this guopde thatvaghly. You

a now this L ¥. You
ve a rlorious opportunity here and you must
not ruin it.

1 will close these few extraets, which
are a fair sample af a great number of
others, all of which I am willing to
submit to the Senate at any time, by
reading a few suggestions made to me
by the first statesman of the far East,
who had had practical experience with
similar problems. In the course of a
long interview he said.

You must establish government over the isl-
ands, because it is incalculably to your intersest
in the future, and because, il you do not, an-
cother power will undoubtedly take them. in-
volving the world im a war for which you will be
responsible.

As to the form of government. you should
have a governor-general of great ability, tirm-
ness, and purity: under him subofticers of dis-
tricts, and nnder them <tiil lower oMeials for
the mnni('ir'llitil.w. all appointed by their su-
periors and not chosen by the people. Yon
should employ the abiest natives in the Gov-
ernment service in some way so as o enlist
them on your side. The courts ure the most
important cousideration of all. Don’t put the
natives in charge of them whatever else you do.
In the armed forces. don’t give any native su-
perior position for a long time. Don’t do too
much for them in the beginning. Do it grad-
ually, as the years go by. 1 think vour course
is elear. Don’t treat with them until you de-
feat them. Youmust do that. You can not
treat and fight.

Malke Enzlish the lansuage of the courts
schools. and everything else. Let me impress
on vou Lthe necessity of conferring your benefits
on them auite graduaily. If you give them too
much they can not appreciate nor undersstand
nor rightly use it, and it will thus be thrown
away: but if you give them the blessiag of free
institutions graduxlly. you furnish a souree of
constant gratitude. In the other way yon ex-
haust yourself at the beginning, and besides
fail in your good intentions.

WE WILL HOLD IT FAST, AND HOLD T
FUREVER.

Here. then, Senators,is the sitnation.
Two years ago there was no land in all
the world which we could ceeupy for
any purpose. Our commerce was daily
tarning toward the Orient, and geog-
raphy and trade developments made
necessary our commercial empire over
the Pacific. And in that ocean we had
no commercial, naval, or military base.
To-day we have ouc ot the three greal
ocean possession of the globe, located
at the most commanding commereial,
naval, and military points in the east-
ern seas, within hail of India, shoulder
to shoulder with China, richer in its
own resources than any equal body
of land on the entire globe. and
peopled by a race which eivilization
demands shall be improved. Shall we
abandon it? That man littl: knows
the common people of the Republie,
little understands the instinets of our
rae>, who thinks we will not hold it
fast and hold it forever, administering
just government by simplest methods.

Ve may triclk up devices toshift our

g

i

g
i

‘burden and lessen onr opportunity: but

they will avail us nothing but delay.
We may tangle conditions by applyving
academie arrangements of self-govern-
ment to a ernde situation: their failure
will drive us to our duty in the end.

MILITARY SITUATION—OTIS DEFENDED.

The military situation. past, present.
and prospective, is no reason for aban-
donmeut. Oureampaign has been as per-
fect as possible with the foree at hand.
We have been delayed. first. by a fail-
nre to comprehend the immensity of
our acquisition: and secomdl. by insuf-
ficient foree: and. third. by our eiforts
for peace. In February. after the
treaty of peace. General Otis hid only

had only 10,000 men. The generals in
command of these were criticised and
assailed in Spain. It is eharacteristie
of Spain that the people at home do
not support, but eriticise their generals
in the field. The Spanish method has
always beea a mixed poliey of peace
and war, a contradiction :? terms. an
impossible combination, rendering war
ineffective and peace impossible. This
was Compo's plan. It was Blanco's
plan. Those w would make it our

lan gwill inherit Blanco's fate and
ailure.

TRUE MILITARY POLICY.

Mr. President, that must not be our

lan. ‘Chis wars like all other wars.
t needs to be finished before it is
stopped. 1 am to vote either
to make our work thorough or even
now to abandom it. A lasting pesce
can be secured only by overwhelming
forces in ceaseless action until univer-
sal and absolutely final defeat is in-
flicted on the enemy. To halt before
every armed foree. every guerrilla band,
opposing us is dispersed or extermi-
nated will prolong hostilities and leave
alive the seeds of perpetual insurree-
tion.

Even then we should not treat.
treat at all is to admit that we are
wrong. And any quiet so secured will
be delusive and fleeting. And a false
peace will betray us: a sham truce will
curse us. It is not to serve the pur-
poses of the hour, it is not to salve a
present situation, that peace should be
established. It is for the tranquilliy
of the archipelago forever. 1t is fvs
an orderly government for the Fili-
pinos for all the future. It is togive this
problem to posterity solved and settled;
not vexed and involved. [t is to estab-
lish the supremacy of the American
Republie over the Pacific and through-
out the East till tneend of time,

It has been chareed that ouwr con-
duct of the war has been eruel, Sen-
ators, it has been the reverse. 1 have
been in our hospitals and seen the
Filipino wounded as earefully. tendsr-
ly cared for as our own. Within onr
lines they may plow and sow and reap
and go about the affairs of peace with
absolute liberty. And yet all this kind-
ness was misunderstood, or rather not
understood.  Senators must vemember
ithat we not dealing with Americans
or Europeans. We are dealing with
Orientals. We are dealing with Orient-
als who are Malays. We are dealing
with Malays instructed in Spanish

Teo

methods.  They mistake Jkindaess for
weakness, forbearance for fear. it

could not be otherwise unless yon
could erase hundreds of years of sav-
agery, other hundreds of years of
Orientalism. and still other hundreds
of yvears of Spanish charaecter and ons-
tom.

OUR EFFORTS TO SECTURE PEACK,

Our mistake has not been eruclty: it
has been kindoess. 1t has been the
applieation to Spanish Malays of Meth-
ods appropriate to New Englami-  Ev-
ery device of merey. every method of
conciliation, has been employed by the
peace-loviag President of the Americen
Republie, to the amazement of nations
experieneed in Oriental revolt.  Before
the ontbreak our general in command
appointed a commission to make some
arrangement with the natives mutual-
Iy agreeable. | know the mombers of
the commission well —tGeneral Hherhes,
tolonel Crowder, and General Smith -
moderate, kindly, tactful men of the
world: an ideal body for sueh negotiae-
tion. It was treated with contemnt.

We smiled at intolerable insalt and
insolence until the lips of every pative
in Manila were curling in ridicale for
the cowardly Amerieans, We e
frained from all violenee until their
armed bravos crossed the lnes in viola-
tion of agreement. Then onr senirey
shot the offender, and he should have
been court-martialed had he faile:d to
shoot. That shet was the most fortu-
nate of the war. For there is every
reason to believe that Aguinalido had
pianned the attack upon us for sene
nirzhts later. Our sentry’s shot bropght
this attack premwatorely on.  He ar-
rangeid for an uprising in Manila to
massacre all Americans, the plans for
which, in a responsible officer’s hamd-
writing. are in onr possession. This
shot and its results made the awial
scheme impossible,  We did not siriice
till they attacked us in force, withont
proveeation.  This left us no alteina-
tive but war or evacuation.

WOHRK OF THE ( OMMISSION.,

The patience of onr peace.loving
President was not even then exhansted.
A civil commission was sent to Manila,
composed of the president of one of
onr great universities. a distinrnished
diplomat and an eminent college pro-
fessor who had special knowledie  of
the country and people and also Gen-
eral Otis and Admiral Bewey. These
mien exhansed the expedients of peace,

| and always were mei with the Malay’s

3.722 officers and men whom he had a |

legal right to order into battle. The
terms of enlistment of the rest of his
troops had expired. and. they fought
voluntarily and not on legal military
compulsion. It was one of the noblest
examples of patriotiec devotion to dnty
in the history of the world.

Those who complain do so in izno-
rance of the real sitaation.

We at- |

tempted a great task with insuficient |

W ans:

we became impatient that it |

was not finished befoire it conld fairly |
be commenced: and [ pray we may not |
called commissions. ostensibly to treat,

add that cther element of disaster.
pausing in the work beiore it is thor-
oughly and forever doae. Taat is the
gravest nmistake we

ready evasion. the Spaniardl’s babitnzl
delay. 1 am prsonal witness {hat no
effort was negieceted by onr commission
to assare the Filipino people of onr

ool intentions and benefieent  puar-
poses.  The commission enterizined
the mestizos of Manila in a way  that

would hare honored the Senate of the
I'nited States: the brown faees of e
common  peop'e sicered. The com-
mission treated patives, aecustomed to
blows, with kindest consideration: the
azents of Apuinaldo told tales of onr
pusillanimits fo the ignorant roral
masses, his remarkable man sent so-
with ours. s

bt really te play

commissions were composed of generals

could po.sibly |

make. and that is the only danger be- |

fore us. Our Indian wars would have
been shortened, the lives of our soldiers
and settlers saved. and the Indians
themselves benefited had we made con-
tinnous and decisive war:

and any |

other kind of war is eriminal becanse

ineffective.
dians as though we feared them. loved

We asted towards the In- |

them. hated them—a minglinge of fool- |

ish sentiment. inacenrate thonght, and
paralytic purpose. Let us now be in-
structed by our own experience.

This, too. has been Spain's course in
the Philippines. | Lave studiasd Spain’s
painful military history in these isl-
ands. Never sufficient troops: never

[ vigorous action. prsicd to eonclusive

results and a permanent peace: always
treating with the rebels while they
fcurht them; always ernel and corrupt
when a spurious peace was arrangued.
This has been Spain’s way for three
hundred years. until insurrection has
become a Filipino habit. Never since
Magellan landed did Spain put enough
troops in the islands for complete and
final action in war: never did she in-
telligently, justly. firmly, administer
rnment in peace.

At the outbreak.of the last insurrec-

tion, in August, 1396, Spain had only

in uniform. ‘ime populance gaped in
open admiration when they appeared
in Mamila.  ©Ovr representatives of
peace talked to them. argned wita
them. entertained them: the peopie
were impressed with theis importance,
President Sehiorman even rode with
them throngh the city.  The masses
were confirmed in their reverence for
tneir brothers who were thus honored
and  distingoished.  Then  the  he-
spangled representatives of the Malay
dictator retnrn to their lord. and (ho
cole effect of these paeific efforts was
to inake 250,000 natives in Manila thiak
that the only wav to win the respeet
of the American Repablie s fo lizht
it

No. Senators. the felendly  methods
of peaee have been toosmerals tricd
only to make peace mor - diiealt. The
Orieatal does not anderstend oor at-
tempt to coreiliate.  Everr effort of
onr commission which did 1ts worls at
Mani'a so earnestiv. so honestly., so
thoronghly. and which., with Ameri-
cans or Eurepeans, wonald have so bril-
liantly sneeceded, only delared the
prace it attempted to Lasten. There
is not now and never was any powsible
eourse but ceaseless operations in  the
field and loyal support of the war as
home.



