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~ THURSTONS CUBAN SPEECH.

R Impassioned Appeal

to Stop Desofation In

Cuda---Calf For Force of Arms to

Svieep Spanish

Turanny Avay.

" There bas never been a more impres-
sive speech delivered in the United
States senate than that in which Sena-
tor Thurston of Nebraska told what be
bad ssen in Cuba. Senator Thurston
maid:

Mz. PrEstpESXT—I am bere by com-
mand of silent lips to speak once and
for all upon the Cuban situation. I
feust that no one has expected anything
smmstional frcon me. God forbid that
the bitterness of a personal loss should
fnduce me to cdlor in the slightest de-

the statement that I feel it my
to make.

I shall endeavor to be honest, conserv-
ativeand just. I bhave mo purpose to
stir the public passion to any action not
meceasary and imperative to meet the
duties and necessities of Au-m:
spomsibility, Christian bumanity
sational honor. I would shirk this task
it I conld, but I dare not. I cannot sat-
isfy my conscience except by speaking,
abd speaking now.

Some three wecks since three senators
and two representatives in congress ac-

the invitation of a great metro-

mewspaper to make a trip to

and personally investigate and re-
port upon the situation there.

Onhvhﬁnnw!rm;mmw
whose politioal teachings I have never
failed to antagonize and denounce and

whose journalism I have considered de-

'_dﬂly--ﬁml.

But lot me say, for the credit of the
of the paper in guestion, that

Mr. President, there has undoubtedly
besa much sensationalism in the jour-
malism of the time, but as to the condi-
tion of afiairs in Cuba there has beem
Do because exaggeration
bas beem impossible. I have read the
careful statement of the junior semator
from Vermont [Mr. Proctor), and I find
that be has anticipated me in almost
eovery detail. From my own perscnal
knowledge of the situation, I adopt ev-
ety word of his concise, conservative,
specific presentation as my own—nay,
more, I am convinced that he has, ina
measure, understated the facts.

Cuba Is Lost to Spain.

After three years of warfare and the
use of 225,000 Spanish troops Spain
baas lost control of every foot of Cuba
mot surrounded by an actual intrench-
lh“tnndmmdhylfmﬂﬁedm

She holds possession with her armies
of the fortificd seaboard towns, not be-
cause the insurgents could not capture
many of them, but because they are un-
der the virtual protection of Spanish
warships, with which the revolutionists
oaunct cope.

In the four so called Spanish provinces
there is neither cultivation nor mailway
operation except under strong Spanish
military protection or by consent of the
revolutionists in consideration of tribute

The revolutionistsare in absolute and
almost peaceful possession of nearly
ane-balf of the island, imcluding the
eastern provinces of Santiago de Cuba
and Puerto Principe. In those provinces
they bave an established form of gov-
ernment, levy and colleot taxes, main-
tain armies, and generally levy a tax of
tribate upon the principal plantations
in the other and, as is ocom-
monly believed, upon the emntire railway
aystem of the island.

Under the inbuman policy of Weyler
not less than 400,000 self supporting,
simple, peacoable, defenseless country
people were driven from their homes in
the agricultural portions of the Spanish
provinces to the cities, and imprisoned
upon the barren waste cutside the resi-
dence portions of these cities and with-

and food supplies for the most part con-
fiscated. Most of these people were old

understand it, buta chaos of devasta-
tion and depopulation of undefined dura-
tion whose end no man can see.

There has been no amelioration of the
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8180 sesmed desirous of selling me his
remaining arm, a vevolver.
pictures in the American news-
papers of the starving reconceuntrados
are true. They can all be duplicated by
the thounsands. I never saw, &nd please
God I may never again see, so deplora-
ble a sight as the reccncentrados in the
sabarbs of Matanzas. Ican never forget
to my dying day the hopeless anguich

voice of appeal to us for alms as we
went among them.

Few the United States to Answer.
The government of Spain has not and
will not appropriate one dollar to save
these people. They are now being at-
tended and nursed and administered to
by the charity of the United States.
Think of the spectacle! We are feeding
these citizens of Spain; we are nursing
their sick; we are maving such as can
be saved, and yet there are those who
still sy it is right for us to seud food,
but we must keep our hands off. Isay
that the time bas come when muskets
ought to go with the food.

We asked the governor if be knew of
any relief for these people except
charity of the United
We then asked
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question.’’ I hope and believe
good God by the great govern-
the United States will answer

Egi

cite but a few facts that came
under my observation, all tend-
y substantiate the absolute
positions. I

:

Spain’s Decimated Army.

Spain has sent to Cuba more than
836,000 soldiers to subdue the island,
whose entire male population capable of
bearing arma did not exceed at the be-
ginning that number. These soldiers
were mostly boys, conscripts from the
Spanish hills. They are well armed, but
! otherwise seem to be absolutely unpro-
vided for. They bave been without tents
and practically without any of the nec-
SRSATY and equipment for serv-
ice in the fleld. They have beeh put in
barracks, in warehouses and old build-
ings in the cities where all sanitary
surroundings have been of the worst
possible character. They bave seen but
listle and I could mot ascer-
tain that such a thing as a drill had
taken place in the island.

There are less than 60,000 now avail-
able for duty. The balance are dead or
sick in hospitals, or bave been sent back
to Spain as incapacitated for further
service. It is currently stated that there
are now 37,000 sick in hospitals Ido
mnot believe that the entire Spanish army
in Cuba could stand an engagement iv
the open field against 20,000 well dis-
ciplined American soldiers.

I ehall refer to these horrible things
no further. They are there. God pity
me; I have seen them; they will re-
main in my mind forever—and this is
almost the twentieth century. Christ
died 1,900 years ago, and Spain is a
Christian nation. She has set up more
orosses in more lands, beneath more
skies and under them bhas butchered
mare people than all the other nations
of the earth combined.

Europe may tolerate her existence as
long as the people of the old world
wish. God grant that Lefore another
Christmas morning the last vestige of
Spanish tyranny and oppression will
have vanished from the western hemi-
sphere!

Starvation’s Awfal Wori:.

There was almost no begging by the
reconcentrados themselves. The streets
of the cities are full of beggars of all
ages and all conditions, but they are al-
most wholly of the residents of the cit-

fes and lazgely of the professional beg-
gar class. The reconcentrados—men,
women and children—stand silent, fam-
ishing with hunger. Their only appeal

The present Autcncmist governor of
Matanzas, who speaks excellent Eng-
lish, was inaugurated in November last.

January and 500 in February, 8,000 in
four months, acd those four months un-
der the administration of a

for the reconcentrados, and after stndy-
ing the situation over I believe his state-
ment is truve. He said the condition of
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remain a to the world forever.
Mr. President, the distingnished sen-
ator from Vermont bzs scen all these
he knows all thesc things, he
has described all these things, but after
describing tbem he savs ho has nothing
to propose, no remedy to saggest. I
bave. 1am ovly a bumble unit in the
great goverement of ti:c United States,
dut I shocld feel myseli a traitor did I
remain silent now.
It is tco late te talk «icnt reeclotions
according belligerent rizhts, and mere
resolutions recogpizirz the independ-

i ance of the Cuban rrp«tlic would avail

but little. Qur platicizi demands that
the United States shail actively use its
influence fur the inds;.endence of the is-
land.

It was the plain duty cf the president
of the United States tc give to the Lib-
eral ministry of Spain a reasonahble time
in which to test its p1cposed autonomy.
That time has beengiven. Autonomy is
conceded the wide wcrkd over to be a
counspicucus failure.

The situation in Cuba bhas only
changed for the worss. Sagasta is pow-
erlese; Blan-o is powericas to put an
end to the conflict, to rebhabilitate the
island, or torelieve tha suffering, starva-
tion and distress.

What sball the United States do, Mr.
President?

“The government of Spain, having
lost control of Cuba, and being unable
to protect the property cr lives of resi-
dent American citizeus, or to comply
with ita wreaty obligaticna, we believe
that the governmicnt of the United
States should actively vse its influence
and good offices to restore poace and
give independence to t5e igland.”’

I am a Republican. aud I torn to the
last platform of my party and I read:

“From the horr of achieving their
own independence the people of the

United States bave rzgarded with sym-
pathy the struggles of other American
peoples to free themsclves from Eu-
ropean domipation. We watch with
deep and abiding ioterest the heroio
battle of tke Cuban patriots against
crueity and oppression, and our best
hopes go out for the fa!l snocess of their
determined contest for liberty."*
Cuba Must Bes Freed.

Mr. President, when thas declaration
was read before the St. Loais conven-
tion, over which I bad the distinguish-
ed honar to preside, it was greeted with
a mighty shout which seemed to lift the
very roof of thst great convention hail,
and it was adopted as part of the plat-
form of the Republican party by unani-
mous vote. On the 29th of June, 1806,

William McKinley, standing upon his

vine clad porch at Csaton, O., in ac-
cepting the nomination them officially
tendered him, said:

“The platform adonted by the Repub-
lican national oonvention has received
my careful comsideration and has my
unqualified approval.
grmatification to me, 23 I am sure it must

be to you and Repablicans everywhere

and to all our that the expres-

sions of its declaration of principles are
80 direct, clear and emphatic. They are

too plein and positive to leave any

ohance for doubt or question as to their

purport and meaning.”
The platform of the Republican par-

ty, that icdog@ement by its nominee for

president, was ratified by more than
7,000,000 American votcrs. That plat-

form has marked my path of daty from

the hour of its adoption up to the pres-
ent time.
It is an bhonored boast of the Repub-

lican party that it always keeps its

promises and! that its platform declara-
tions are always carried out by its ad-

ministrations. I hsve no remson to

doubt, I have every reason to believe,

that the preseat chief magistrate of the

United Statecs still etands upon the plat-

form of the Republican pariy. I have
no reason to doubt, I have every reason

to believe, that be will make its fulfill-

ment a part of the gloricus history of

the world.

Mr. President, that platiorm was
adopted alinoet two years sgo. Has
there been any such change in the Cn-

ban gituation as torelieve the Republic-

the last twe years I bave voted for a

resolution according the rights of bel-

ligerents to the Cuban revolutionists.
Armed Intervention Neecemsary.
I believed at those times, I still be-

lieve, that such a recognition on oar
part would have enabled the Cuban pa-
for

triots to have achieved
themselves; that it would have given
them such a standing in the money
markets of the world, such rights on

or loes of bleed or treasure to the people

of the United States. But that time bas

passed.

The president further advised wus:
““The government has never in any way
abrogated its sovercign prerogative of
reserving to itself thewdetermination of
its policy and course mocording to its
own Ligh sense of right and in conso-
nance with the dearest interests and con-
victions of cur owe people should the
prolongation of the strife so demand.”’

This was the proper, the statesman-
like beginning of the performance of
the promise of the Republican platform.
It was in acccrdance with the diplo-
matic usages and customs of civilised
pations. In the meantime the whole
sitoation apparently changed. In Spain
the Literal ministry of Sagasta succeed-
ed that of Canovas. The cruel and inhu-
man Weyler was recalled and sucoeeded
by the huamane Blllﬁ'h. under the
Bagasta ministry, unquestionably
made every effort to bring about peace
in tbe island of Cuba under the promise
of antonomy-—undoubtedly a decided
advance beycnd any proposition ever be-
fore made for the participation of the
Cabsus in their own domestic affzirs,

Mr. President, there is only cne ac-
tion poseitle, if any is taken—that is,

intervention for the independence of the
island; intervemtion that means the
landing of an American army on Cuban
s0il, the deploying of an American flest
off the barbor of Havana; intervention
which says to Spain, Leave the fsland,
withdraw your soldiers, leave the Cu-
bans, these brothers of ours in the new
world, to form and carry on government
for themselves!
Patisnce Ne Leuger o Virtae.

Such intervention on our part would
not of itself be war. It would undoubt-
edly lead to war. But if war came it
would come by act of Epain in resist-
ance of the liberty and independence of
the Cuban peaple.

Mr. President, there was a time when

& war
with Spain. That time has passed away.
*“Jingoism®’ is long since dead.

It is a matter of

an pariy from its obligations? None
whatever. There has been no change ex-
cept such as to strengtben the force of
our platform assertion that Spain has
lost control of the island. Twice within

the sea, such flag on the land, that ere
tkis the independence of Cuba would
have been secured, and that without cont

i an mterview of yesterday the ssn-
for senator from Maine [Mr. Hale] is re-

“Eventa bave crowded on 00 rapidly

and the president has been carried off
his fect.”

Y kuow of no warant for such an ue. | President Requests Congress

sertion, but I do know this—that unless
congress acts promptly, meeting this
grave crisis as it shotld be met, we wil]
be swept away, and we ought to be
swept away, by the tidal wave of Amer-
ican indignztion. !

The president has not been carried off
his feet. i

The administration bas been doing its
whole duty. With rare foresight and !
statesmanship it bas bastened to make '
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with us cut off, iupo-,
degraded and enslaved. I :
I"y=1 right of the
to stand i:us idly by.
right to pass along the |
a belpless dog stamped
under the heels of a ruf-
by and say that is nos
git in my comfortable
loved ones gathercd
t me and through my plate glass
window see a flend cutraging a belpless
woman near by, and I can legally say
this is no affair of mine—it is not
pening on my premisss—and I can turn
away and take my little ones in my
arms and, with the memory of their
sminted mother in my heart, look up
the motto on the wall and read,
blesa our home!"’ "
But if I do I am a coward and a car,

_GitE
Feikule
sieigﬂi

£

T
)

it
11

nor save the woman without the exer-
cise of force.

We cannot intervene and save Cuba
withoat the exercise of force, and fcroe
means war; war means blood. The low-
ly Nazarene ocn the shores of Galilee
preached the divine dootrine of love,
“Peace on earth, good will toward
men.”” Not peace on earth at the ex-
pense of liberty and bhumanity, Not
good will toward men who despoil, en-
slave, degrade and starve to death their
fellow men. I believe in the dootrine of
Christ. I believe in the dootrine of

Mr. President, against the interven-
tion of the United States in this holy
onuse there is but one voioce of dissent;
that voice isthe voice of the money
changera. They fear war! Not because
of any Christiaa or ennobling sentiment
against war and in favor of peace, but
becaunse they fear that a declaration of
war, or the intervemtion which might
result in war, would have a depressing
effect upon the stock market.

Mr. President, I do not read my duty
from the ticker; I do mot accept my
leasons in patriotism froem Wall street.
I deprecate wur. I hope and pray for
the speedy coming of the time when the
sword of the soldier will no longer leap
from its scabbard to settle disputes be-
tween civilized nations. Bat, Mr. Presi-
dent, it is evident, locking at the cold
facts, that a war with Spain would not
permanently depreciate the valus of a
single American stock or bond.

Let them go; what one msn loses at
the gambling table his fellow gambler
wins. It is no concern of yours, it is no
concern of mine, whether the *‘bulls’
or the ‘“‘beara’ have the best of these
stock desls. They do not represent
American sertimeat; they do not mﬂ
sent American patriotimm. Let
take their chances as they can. Their
weal or woe is of bat little importance
to the liberty loving people of the Unit-
ed Statcse. Let the men whose loyalty is
to the dollar stand aside while the men
whose loyalty is to the fiag come to
the front.

There are some who lift their voices
in the land and in the open lighs of
day insist that the Republican party
will not act, for they say it sold out to
the capitalists and the money changers
at the last national election.

It is nct s0. God forbid! The 7,000,-
000 freemen who voted for the Repub-
lican party and for Willissn McKinley
did not mortgage the honor of this na-
tion for a campaign fund, and if the
time ever comes when the Republican,
party hesitates in its course of daty be-
oause of any undue anxiety for the wel-
fare of the acoumulated wealth of the
nation theu let the Republican party:
be swopt from the face of the earth and
be succeeded by some other party, by
whatever name it may be called, which

will represent the patriotiam, the hon-
esty, the loyalty and the devotion that
the Republican party exbibitsd under
Abrabam Lincoln in 1861.

Intervention means foroe. Force means
war. War means blood. But it will be
God’s forcee. When has a battle for hu-

every possible preparation for any emer- | FINDINGS OF OOURT OF INQUIRY.

. deuce followed the resumption of the
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in the matter.
%hdlm of casualty or disaster to
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ter.
At 8 o’clock, om the evening of Feb.
15, everything bad been sccure and all
At 9:40 o'clock the veasel

SENDS (N REPOAT.

to Carefally Consider It.

STILL HAS FAITH IN PEACE.

Believes That Spain Will Act Honor« ' that the after part ofthe ship was prac-

' tically intact, and sank ia that condi-

ably In the Matter. tion a very fow minutes aiter the ex-

At frame 17, the outer shell of the

: i middle and six feet
Usable te Fix Respousitility Forthe | gition, has been forced up 30 as to be
Disaster—Captain Esxonerated now about four feet above the surface

Do AT BISate of the water ; therefore, about 34 feet

SR above where it would be had the ship

WasmixaroNn, March 28.—The presi- “;khgmtﬁda bottom is bent

dent today sent the following message ' :
e st Mt wing of which, aboat 15 fest broad and
For some time prior to the visit of the
Maine to Havana harbor our consular
representatives pointed out the advan-
tages to follow from the visit of na-
tional ships to the Cuban waters, in ac-
customing the people to the presence of
our flag as the symbo! of good will and
of our ~hips in the fulfillment of the
mission of protection 10 American in-
terests, even thongh no immediate need
therefor might exist.
According’y, on the 24th of January
last, after a conference with the Span-
ish minister, in which the remewal of
vuiu" of our war vessels to Spanish

In the opinion of the court this effect
could have been produced only by the
of a mine situated under the
bottom of the ship, at about frame 18
and somewhat on the port side of the

Conclusions of the Coart.

The conclusions of the court are :

That the loss of the Maine was not in
any respect duoe to fauit or negligence
on the part of any of the officers or
members of her crew.

That the ship was destroved by the
explosion of a submarine mine, which
caunsed the partial explosion of two or
more of her forward magazines ; and,

fixing the responsibility for the des-
truction of the Maine upon any person
Or persons.

I have directed that the finding of
the court of inquiry and the views of
this government thereon ba communi-

to the government of her majesty,
the queen, and I do not permit myself
to doubt the semse of justice of the
Spanish nation will dictate a course of
action suggested by houor and the
friendly relations of the two govern-

It was the duty of the executive to
advise the congreas of the resalt, and
in the meantime deliberate considera-
tion is invoked.

[Sigmed.] WiLLiau McKivLEY.
Executive Mansion, March 28,1888,

In neither senate nor house wasthere
any debate in reference to the presi-
dent’s message. It was refered to the
committee on foreign relations under
the rules. The honse adjournsd early
out of respect to Represatative Simp-
kins of Massachusetts.

MAINE BOARD'S REPORT.

Ship Blown Up by a Mine Exploded Un-
der Purt Side—Second Expiesion, That
of Two Magazines, Follows—Sigs-
bee Exvacrated.

BOARD OF INQULLY.
waters was discnssed and accepted, the

peninsular authorities at Madrid and
Havana were advised of the purpose of
this government to resume friendly
naval vizits at Caban ports, and that in
that view the Maine would forthwith
call at the port of Havana. This an-
nouncement was received by the Span-
ish government with appreciation of
the friendly character of the visit of
the Maine and with the notification
of the intention to return the courtesy
by sending Spanish ships to the prin-
cipal ports of the United States. Mean-
while, the Maine entered the port of
Havana of the 25th of January, her ar-
rival being marked with no special in-
cident besides the exchange of cus-
tomary salutes and ceremonial visita.
The Maine continned in the harbor
of Havana doring the three weeks
following her arrival. No appreciable
excitement attended her stay. On the
contrary, a feeling of relief and confl-

Wasmisxgrox, March 28.—The follow-
ing is the full text of the report of the
couart of inquiry :

U. 8. 8, lowa, KEey Wesr, Fla.,
March 21.—After full and mature con-
sideration of all of the testimony before
it, the court finds as follows:

1. That the United States battleship
Maine arrived in the harbor of Havana,
Cuba, on Jan. 25, 1898, and was taken
to booy No. 4, in from five and ome-
half to six fathoma of water, by the
regular government pilot. The United
States consul gemeral at Havana had
uotified theauthoritics at that place the
previous evening of the intended ar-
rival of the Maine.

2. The state of discipline on board
the Maine was excellent, and all orders
and regulations in regard to the care
and safety to the ship were strictly car-
ried out. All ammunition was stored
away in accordance with instructions,
and proper care was taken whenevar
ammaunition was handled. Nothing was
stowed in any one of the magazines or
shell rooms,which was not permitted to
be stowed there. The magazines and
thell rooms are always locked after
having been opened ; and aftexr the de-
struction of the Maine, the keys were
found in their proper place in the cap-
iain's cabin, evmorythms' having been
re secure that evening at & p. m.
Tmmdmmw’nnd
shell rooms were taken dafly and rve-
ported. The only magazine which had
an undue amount of heat was the after
10-inch magazine, and that did not ex-
plode at the time the Maine was de-
stroyed. The torpedo war heads were
all stowe:l in the afier part of tiie ship
under the wardroom, rnd neither
caused nor participated in thc destruc-
tion of the Maine. The dry guncotton
primers and detonators were stowed in
the cabin aft and remote from the scene
of the explosion. The waste waa care-
fully looked after on board the Maine
to obviate danger. Special orders im
regard to this had beemn given by the
commandingofficer. Varnishes,dryers,
alcobol and other combustibles of this
nature were stowed on or above the
main deck and could not have had any-
thing to do with the destruction of the

long interrupted friendly intercourse.
8o noticeable was this immediate effect
of her visit that the consul general
strongly urged that the presence of our
ships in Cuban watera should be kept
up by retaining them at Havana, or in
the event of her recall, by sending
their veesel there to take her place.

At 9:45 in the evening, of the 15th of
February, the Maine was by
an explosion, by which the entire for-
ward part of the ship was utterly
wrecked. In this catastrophe two offi-
cers and 260 of her crew those
who were not killed outright by her
explosion being penned between decks
by the tangle of wreckage,and drowned
by the immediate sinking of the hull.

Prompt assistance was rendered by
the neighboring vessels anchored in the
harbor, aid being especially given by
the boats of the Spanish cruiser Alfon-
80 XIII and the Ward line steamer City
of Washington, which lay not far dis-
tant. The wounded were
cared for by the authorities of Havana,
the hospitals being freely opened to
them, while the earliest recovered
bodies of the dead were interred by the
municipality ina public cemetery in
the city. Tributes of grief and sym-
pathy were offered from all official
guarters of the island.

The appalling calamity fell upon the
people of our country with crushing
force, and for a brief time an intense
excitement prevailed, which in a com-
munity less just and self-conmtrolled
than ours, might have led to hasty acts
of blind resentment. This spirit, how-
ever, soon gave away to the calmer
processes of reason and to the resolve to
investigate the facts and await the ma-
terial proof before forming a judgment
asto the cause, the responsibility and,
if the facta warranted, the remedy due.
This course necessarily recommended
itself from the outset to the executive,
for only in the lightcf a dispassionately
ascertained certainty could it determine
the nature and measure of its full duty

The usual procedure was followed, as

sational vessels of any maritime state.
A naval court of inquiry was at omce
srganized, composed of officers well
jualified by rank and practical experi-
ance, to discharge the onerous duty im-
posed upon them. Aided by a strorg
force of wreckers and divers, the court

proceeded to make a thorough investiga-
tion on the spot, employing every avail-
able means for the impartial and exact
determination of the causes of the ex-

neglected and the fullest opportunity

was allowed for a simultaneons in

gation by the Spanish anthorities.
Pindings of the Board.

The finding of the court of inquiry
was reached after 23 daysof continuouns
labor, on March 21, and having been
approved on the 22nd by the comman-
der-in-chief of the United States naval
force om the North Atlantic station,was
transmitted to the execative. It is here-
with laid before the together
with the voluminous taken
before the conrt. Its purport is in brief,
as follows: When the Maine arrived
ot Havans she was conducted by the
regular government pilot to buoy No.
4, to which she was moored in from
five and ome-half to six fathoms of

four forword boilers have since beem
found by the divers, and are in a fair
condition.

On the night of the destruction of
the Maine everything had been reported
secure for the night at 8 p. m. by relia-
ble persons, through the proper author-
ities, to the commanding officer. At foseph

destroyed

the time the Maine was the
ship was quiet, and, therefore, least

water. liable to accident caused by movements
The state of on board, and | from those om board.
the condition of her magazines, boilers, | 3. The destruction of the Maine co-

coal bunkers and storage compartments
are passed in review, with the coaclu-
sion that excellent order prevailed, and
that 0o indicssion of any cause for an

curred at 9:40 p. m., om Feb. 15, 1688,
in the harbor of Havana, Cubs, being

That no evidence has been obtainable )

at the time moored in the same bwoy |'
0 which she had been taked upes beg
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arrival. ‘‘he forward part was com-
pletely demolished.

Upon the evidence of coucurrent ex-
ternal canse the finding of the court is
as follows:

very short but distinet interval between

them, and the forward part of the ship

was lifted to a marked degree at the
time of the first explosion.

The first was more in the
nature of a report, like that of a gum,
while the second explasivn was more
open, prolonged an:l of greater volume.

This second explosion was, in the opin- |
ion of the court, caused by the partial

explosion of two or more of the forward
magazines of the Maine.
The Condition of the Wreek.
4. The evidence bearing on this, be-
ing principally obtained from divers,
did not enaule the court to form a defi-
nite conciusion as to the condition of
the wreck, although it was established
that the after part of the ship was
practically intact, and sank in that con-
dition a very few minutes after the de-
struction of the forward part.
The following facts in regard to the
forward part of tke ship are, however,
established by the testimony :
That portion of the port side of the
protective deck, which extends from
about frame 30 to about frame 41, was
blown up aft and over to port. The
main deck,from about frame 80 to abous
frame 41, was blown up aft and slight-
ly over to starboard, folding the for-
ward part of the middle superstructure
over and on top of the after part. This
was, in the opinion of the court, caused
by the partial explosion of two or more
of the forward magzazines of the Maine.
5. At frame 17, the outer shell of the
ship, from a point eleven and ome-
feot from the middle line of
and gix feet above the keel, when in
normal position, has been forced
as to be now about four feet
surface of the water,
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