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Covernors and Mayors Agree that
Prosperity Has Set Its Seal

on the

Irom the YNew York Journal of Auzs. 20

Land.

b free silver organ In 1SD35)

rading

volarge number of representative merchants of the Wes: have recently vis-

Sl New York and have expressed @

sdedly hopeful views of the business

onttook. Tn view of the fact that these onifons have had a beneticial effect by
“ter tendency to strengthen eonfidenc: and promote beiter times, the follow-

ez rtelogmin was sent o Western égoye

Will you kindly telegraph to the Jour

aness revival in your ety or State, oiv:

e le G DTASIRTOHS state of trade |

nors and Mayors:
an! rour opinion of the prospects for a
az vhat yon considor the besi reasons 1o

T IN CaThing antuinn,

W. I 1HEARST,
EDITOR N, Y. JOURNAL
To this generally addressed roeguees ez answers have been receividd,
otz them being the following,
GOVERNORS. ! MAYORS.
James A, Monat, Indiana. i J. . Phelan. San Francisco,
The bmsiness revival in Indianapolo ‘| Thoers is every prospes: of linsines= revival

trcaghont hudiana s unmistalkably gratify
g, In this eity the improvement has bhoen
seest marked during the last fortn
i+ teears convineing evidence of belng sub-
siaatinl and permanent. It i< noticeable In
seery avenue of trade, ad Is 29 pronousced
thad it is admitted even by whilom prophsis
of cvil, Ldiannpolis is admittedly one of
tree greatest railrosd centers in the United
Henies, amd ove of the most striking  ovi-
denees of the dawning of a new era of in-
st rind and commercial prosperity is fonnd
ta it fact that the sumber of loaded cars

1+ +iis thme is almost unprecedented, the !
companies
: sufficlent to overtax thelr cquinment I

«Verings o the transportation

nD. M, Clonuch, Mianeaota.
o business oatlook for Minnesora  and
T Northwest ix, to my mind, very hopsful
“t%e farmers have fair erops, and will -~

wave good prices therefor.
recehants i The mannfacturers a :-f:-ell
sl trade this aatumn amdl  winter he

volivoods witl, in carryving the cropy to o

L Iy nble to earn mel pay their old - ime
Al Tdemds. Aleeady labor realizes thee Ywen
1t in greater demand for  employmens.

There are at present bt few kile men in

Migeesota wha desire work. Advaneins
psrices and better markets, which result from

e farmers” Laprovest condition, promise a |

~ 41 greater demgnd for labor and an eaz'y
aloanee in wages.

Robert I, Smith, Montana.
tene peoaple are sirong in the belief oo
fGvates prosperous thiaes wilt prevail n this
st tar farmers and stockmen are re
ewviping gousl prices on account of failnres

i tadin, Argentine Repablie and Aostraling |
wd our capitalists are beginniag to realize

o legiticmte mining is as safe as any
e enterprise and produces jarger prodics
Lo itte lnVesior

F. M. Drake, Jowa.

Peam all over the State come tidings of
facovased business activity. The rise in the
pece of groin has matetially belped in de
vitening this activity, making money more
eieqtifui.  Merchants are getting In larges
ks of gowds (han for some years past
sank deposits amnd clearances are steadily
tcrvasing, and there Is a general aic of

sofidence n the business ontlook.

C. M, Barnes, Okinhoma,

stithoma has harvested the most bonar-
T4t rrop of wheat ever produced on a like
nuber of acres. We have a large eron of
«arn pow made, PProspects are excellent for
# good colton crop: our peaches and grapes
are il excellsd in the mntlu‘ or quality
wevwhere on earth.  Indeell,
o field and Carm have been and are being
gaihered fn great abundavee. Oklahoma wiil
ket $40,m0000 worth of these things the
ecesent wenson, which, at the present in-
ceensed prices, will bring prosperity to the
facavers of the Territory and through them
oo i tines of husiness and trade,

E, W, Fcoficid, Wiaconsin,
soetient erops, the fact that the (ndus-
Toiex of the conntry have lowg been at ebh
tide and stocks excealingly low, and general
fspefuluess are the reasons for antleipating
t prrospereus state of trade for the coming
A,

Asa E, Bnahncll, Ohio.

The confidence of the people following the
scitlement of the ariff gquestion. and  the
idinteons crops which eommand good prices
will enuse a satisfactory restoration of pros-
irvrous Imsiness conditions.  Every evid-nee
o7 the present gives promise of a brizht -
see for Ohleo,

W, A, Richarde, Wynmine.

Tiwmes are already better in Wyoming.
Techilx, notes aml wortzages of long stand-
inE are being paid. Our banks have plenty
#* money regeived from this source.  Therre
‘s an increased demand, and higher prices
Tor eattle aml sheep caused by the duty on
sides and Mesican eattle aud on wool, which
Is also guing up in price.

B. J. Franklin., Ar =:na.

The Dbosiness outlwk of  thiz section s
aqite promising.  Phoenix is enjoying a sab-
<tantial growth; new bosiness hoases are be-
fvx opened, and substantial bulldings are
dwing erected o all parts of the city. The
ihree leading indusirlos of Arizona are min-
togr, agricultare gl eatile ralsing, and all
are  flonrishing,  The mines this year will
teld more than any previons vear. Cattle
tole higher than for sears

Govcrnor Lecdy, Kansas,

Considering the State as a whele, Kansas
#as excellent crops this year. The fallure
«f the grain supply ln other parts of the
world hes natorally resulted in a great de-
mamd for Western grain and better prices
“werefor. My Judgment ix that this will jm-
prove our fall trade withour Coshe,

Rilaa A. Holcomb. Nsbraska.
Nebraska produced in 1596 nearly 300,000, -
am hosheis of corn. quide a pereentage of
which yet remains in the State. The corn
crop this year will equal or exceel that of
4ast. Her eron of wheat thls year is enor-
mong, reaching from forty to fifty  miilion
tushels, which, beeause of forelgn active de-
-mamd, is being disposed of by farmers at
much more satisfactory prices than  have
wen recelved of Late.  Live stock Interests
nmave assumed  larze proportions, and are
constant!y growlng even with the prevalling
Low prices, These and many other branches
of hlusiry add materially tp business activ-
Ity. Nebraskans have been '-n_s'im: but itle
during the pesiod of business  depression,
nsing Their means to mest pre=sing obiiga-

tienx. They are now beginning to pay.

J. K. Rocers. Washinzton,

Abmormaliy larze yvields of whout and hare-
ey, with fair prives for them, in the grain
velt of ecastern Washington, o goold erop of
beps 3y mederate prices in westorn Wash-
digton, an abuodanes of frait at » fraction
whave the cos! prsluaction in ol poriions
of the State, supplemented by zolll mining
fovelppments along the northern boondary
and Hie stimales of the Kiondlke discovesies
tn Alaska, bhave united 1o zlve 1he people of
Washingtoa a cheerful prospect.

Winiam ¥, Lord, Orccon.

————— 3 5 —

This assures the |

i fproevements ive a snre
|
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|
i

ail the products |

CSan Francises, First, the crons have been
Linrge and satisfactory: 1he
hi, aal

rices of frait
il greaip bave materialiy advaneesd, which
ot only bax brought increased revenne to
the producers of the State, but has insplred
Them with econtidence and courage. The
loenl merchants are already feeling the ben-
efits of this ereatlon of wealth by the men
o the soll. The stimantlation given to mining
by organized and Individiua’ wospectinge,
which has been very suecessfil, |n especially
aatexarthy. and It is elosely estimated that
our mines wiil yield at least S20.000000 of
the preclons metals this yvear, as against
15, %M, 000 lag1 year.

L. C, ftew, Grand Rapids

The settlied wise policy of our Govern-
went, jogether with contidence ame man-
‘ifacturers and business nien zenerally, as-
sitres bhetter prospects. Local eanses are
craps above the average in our State, with
advauced prices for the same, Furnlture
factories are running on full thoe, amnd a
"arge and Inecressed number of mnnicipal
basls for an in-
Coeregse of trade,

Heary Traclsen, Dututh, Minn.

_The outlook for fali trade at the head of
T inkes I8 very promising.  Prospects of a
spiendid yleld of wheat in Minnesota and
the  Dakotax, which will command good
vrices on aceount of short crops elsewhere,
will bring money In abmudanee to the North-
Paest, The Inmber market is in splendid con-
¢ ition, with demand zood at advanced prices,
suaranteelng heavy operations in lumbering
next winter.  Labor at the present thme is
in zoad demand at falr wages. Shipments
of iron ore are heavs,  All this goes to
prove that prosmeriic will a=aln smile on
the hiead of the lakes.

€, Pennorer, Portland.
. The large erop of wheat in Oregon, and its
‘nitanend valne, owing to a shortage of crops
elsewhere, will be of great advantage to ns,
If we conld be assured that these two condi-
tiongs woulll be permuanent it woulld restore
confidence,

——

8, M. Jones, Toledo, 0O,

The people seem to have taken heart, now
that Congress has adjourned, and they have
nothing to fear from the law-makers, as our
Ntate Legislature s not In sesslon. The
abundant harvest and good price for grain
are causing a distribution of £100,000 a day
from Toledo. The farmiers, In turn. are buy-
ing implements. and this, of course, starts
the industries. Yes, prosperity is here.

t Frank B, Dorsn, £t. Paul.
| ¥rom a Jobbers and manufacturers’ stand-
i‘minr. there is much of encouragement.
tusiness is good and Improving. Our city
s irade Is cautious, as almost everybody
| is exhausted from unwise Investments In
| real estate during boom tlmes. The Im-
{ provement, no doubt, comes from higher
! prices for farm products, from a natural re-
ecovery from a collapse, and from a strong
hiellef that the tariff guestion seems to be
settled for four years at least.

C. A, Fellows, Topeka, Kan,

Wonderful revival in business and confi-
dence in Topeka. The railroad shops and
all factories are running to their full eca-
paclty.  More bulldings have been erected
during the pasi six months than in the pre-
reding four years. Money Is plentiful. the
interest ratesreduced and property changing
hands at Increased prices. Practicaliy, no
Hle laboring men are In the city,

Frank E, Voores. Om~ha, Neh,

Among the Indisputable evidences of re-
turning  prosperity and confidence In the
buasiness fature of Omaha [ migzht mention
the million dollar packing plant now In proe-
ess of erection here by Armour, the 400,000
union depot now bnilding. the magnificent
buildinzs for the Trans-Mississippl and In-
ternational Exposition In 1598, now in con-
struction. and the numerous other puablie
i:;n-ruwmmu which are being made io the
city.

—

Jobn MacVicar, Den Moines Ta,

A good erop of wheat and zosd prices as-
sured by foreign demand give the railroads
gsood business amd assure a good balance of
trade In our favor. lowa has a large amount
of corn in cribds and a good prospect for the
coming crop. and the situation of wheat has
helped the price of corn considerably. Iowa
has fed, In the last eight montha, and is now
feeding, a larce number of enttle. 1}“3 has
made the feeders conslderable money.

Robert Pratt, Minneapol'a

The sett'ement of the tariff question, the
increased prices for our abundant crops, the
more general employment of Iabor at better
wages, the appreciation of vulues all along
the line, serve to create among our people
the conviction that prosperity has reached
us, These ronditioms, with the return of con-
dence ond a better present trade, would
seem to assure us a prosperons biusiness for
autuian.,

Jamea M. Jones, Kansan City, Mo,

The tidail wave of prosperity and renewed
business confidence which Is sweeplng over
this zreat agricultural sectflon of the Middle
Wesl, has swept too far to make it npeces-
sary to talk of goomd prospects. Business
prosperity is a real thing right here in our
midist, and.the Impulw has already been
felt hy every line of business from producer
to manufacturer,

M, P. Fayder. L.ns Angeles. Cal.

I have not as yet observed a material im-
provement in mercantile lines in this elty
over a year ago. Throughout Southern Cali-
fornia. however, better conditions prevail.
The rnins last winter and spring were very
heavy, and there have been bountiful crops
of hay. barley and wheat. The pasturaze
'lnm been and Iz good. Al farmers expect

to reallze Zood prices for thelr produets this
! fall. Durlng the last seven or eizht months
| there has been an unprecedented nmount of
i wiineral prospecting In Southern California.

J. E. Crichton, Seattle, Wash,
I expoet a revival of business from the fol-
lowing causes: Our wheat erop is the largest

Yresent prospects of a business Fovival are | ever harvested in this State, and prices are

excellent.  Already a marked improvement

in basluess s anticipated.

very  satisfactory; large milis are Lelng

We have large | erected to grind flonr for China and Japan,

crops with good prices, with (ndications of l and wiile tiie steamship serviee 1s first-class,

a steady advance, :
are large. Hop erops are above the average,

and prices are wnch Letter than last vear.
The woo! clip was zead and cartle 2ud other

Stock are selling for good prices.

Our wheat and oat erops

yei many more boats will have to be added
to accommaodate this immense gonr and mer-
i cantile trade with the Orient. The Eastern
| demand for our cedar shingles Is somethi
| emvrmens, and good prices are belug paid.

EXSION Oflice is located in the northern end of Jusdiciary Nquare, near (3 street N, W,
Renaissance style of architecture and is 400 feet in lougth, 200 in width, with walls 75 feet high.
court nceupyring the eenter is 316 feet long, 115 e wide amd coversd with a lofty reof of glass and iron surmounted
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BUREAU.

qilt of pressed brick in the
Tiw great hall or

with a dome. Two zalleries, one above the other, extend along the sides of this court, sunported by lonie and Dorie col-

umns. This hall is nsed for inanguration balls and wiil gecommodate 1,500 §
When filled to its utmost capacity it will hold 3.5,

nading.

INDIVIDUAL TESTIMONY.

Bricel figned Ftatement on the Re-
tara of Prosperons Times.

The following signed statements from
various parts of the conuniry show can-
clusively that Republican prosperity is a
reality:

Lineoln, Neb.— Nearly all lines of business
in Lineoln show an improvement over the
corresponding months In 18G5, —Nebraska
State Journal.

Peshtlgo, Wis. There is an inereased ac-
tivity In the lumber business, both in first
and second hands, and the ouilook for bhusl-
ness lmprovement 5 very good.—Thomas
Barrett, Editor “Times."”

Plagnemine, La. The improvement in busl-
ness conditions is very marked. Sugar-plant-
ers are making the most extensive and costly
Improvements of the contury, and there Is
every evidence of enormons erops of eotton,
rice and sugar.— 1. L.. Buckler, Editor “Jour-
n.["b

Albany, Me. -Thiz is an agricultural coni-
munity, and there is Jittle 1o roport in regard
to manufactures. The conditlons among the
farmers, however. are very satisfactory: de-
mand for eattle amd hogs and at  good
prices; crops large awl prices better than a
year azo.—James H. Orr, Fdltor “Advance.””

Huntsville, Ark. This is stricily a farming
communlty. Cattle are 25 per cent. better
prices than last year, sheep a little better,
wool about 75 per eont. lwiter. One farmer
told me that he sold hi= wool last year at 8
cents per poumsd: this year the same class of
waool off the same sheep at 14 conts. -W. .
Balinger, Pub. Republican.

Kenton, W. Va.- There is a slow but clear-
Iy perceptible business Improvement here,
The Riverside Iron Works of Wheollng are at
work upon a large additlon to their plant. A
new plate mill has been completed and will
start up in a few dayx. One of the old ones
Is being rebul t and enlarged. -¢harles L. Ev-
ans, Editor “Enterprise.””

Prophetstown, 1ll.- There are no manufac-
tories here upon which to report, but dealers
in general merchandisze report a deeided in-
ecrease In activity as compared with six
months ago. Farmers are buying more ma-
chinery, and travellnz men tell me that all
along this line their sales are picking up
vastly.—E. G. Mathis, Ealtor *Spike."”

Elkpoint, 8. D.—Conditions among agricu!-
turists and residents of this place are clearly
improving. Two new creameries have just
been organized and others are to follow. A
number of fine new farm-houses and barns
have been erected In this vielnity the present
year, and in this place the evidences of in-
ereased business activity are elearly visible.—
Charles IR, Bruce, Edlior “Couriler.”

Austin, Mian.—Indi-vtlons of better times
are shown by the emp.oyes of the Milwaukee
Rajlway Company beluz put on full time in
the machine-shops and round-house. Farmers
are prospering In this agricultural communi-
ty. and the number of new vehlcies coming
to town and the general appearance of cheer-
fulness show prosperity  geain prevalent
among them. I O, Basford, Editor *Regls-
ter.”

Muncie, Ind.—The zlags, iron and steel fae-
tories iave been runaing almost continuously
since January, 1897, with increased thme and
wages, More money has been pald out for
labor in the past sIX monihs than at any like
period in this eity. There Is a much better
feeling among workingmen of all classes, The
number of laborers on the pay-rolls of this
ity Is greater than at any vrv\'l::ns time, -
John T. Wildman, Editor **Times.

Lacon. UL—The Lacon Woolen ML, em-
ploying 200 hands, Is running night and day
and eaunot fill its orders. The Zine Works
at Wenona, closed down for four years, will
resume operations at once, employing from
0 1o 60 hands. Farmers are beginning to

Iant other than corn and I belleve this v:_lll
E-.-lp things out throughout this county. Ev-
ersthing in the county has an upwaﬂ.l' ten-
deney.—W. B. PPowell, Editor **Journal.

Millersburg, I"a.—There has been a general
and clearly visilje improvement in the busi-
ness condition, both manufacturing and agri-
cultural. This Is clearly evidenced both by
general ingniry among business men and es-
pecially through inquirlies among bankers.
This paper recently published a statement
showing amount of money at interest in this
county for 1805, 1806 and 1897, the total for
1597 being materially less than in 150G.—Ed-
Itor “Post."”

Pittsburg,. Kan.—There Is a marked In-
erease in the number of men employed here.
The smelting works, which had been idle pri-
or to last electlon, started up shortly afier
the election of McKinley, and gave employ-
ment to about 300 men. New men are con-
stantly being added to the foree in the Kan-
=% (‘it{. Pittsburg amd Gulf Rallway shops.
There has been an extension of about six
miles on the street railway here since the
election, and a new electrie-lightlng sy<tem
::\ !wing put in.—J. T. Moors, Editor “Head-

fght.™ 3

Nel'lsville, Wis.—Evidences of restored eo.
filence and reawakened business activity are
visible on every hand. More money is fping
spent this year in this city on nfiding opera-
Hons than was spent daring the four vears of
Cleveland’s administration. Larzge areas of
pew lands are being cleared by farmers
throughout this county. Every shop and for-
tory in this ity save one is running on fall
time: banks report inereased deposits amd
eollections, and disconnts indieate a mneh

improvidd  econdition.—L. B. Rlag, Editor
“Times™

DBurlington, lowa.—The Chicago, DBuriing-
ton & Quirey shops  have  inereased  1he

amount of work, added an extension and in-
cressed the number of employes. Thers i o
zood deal of work being done in extending
zas mains, electric-light lines, eiectrie rail-
ways, and in sireet improvements and naeh
building improvement In business Liocks and
houses. In consequence, the number of Ia-
borers and mechanics employed Is muach larg-
er than for several preceding years. The re-
ports from our merchants and traveling men
throuzhont the West are favorable.—J. L.
Watt, Edhor ~Hawkeye.™

Columibms Grove, Ohio.—An inprovement
In business conditions in this community is
very clearly visible. The J. F. Junes Soans
Handle Factory has Increasad Its force 25
per cent in the last two weeks, The man-
ager informed me that be Lad more orders

-

than ar any time {a their histors. The J. H.
Belford Sons’ Hamdle ¢Co. has also largely in-
creased its forve. The Buckeye Stave Com-
pany has a farger naumiber of orders than at
any tlme sinee its orzanlzation and iz putting
new men at work «daily. Taiks with business
men colvines me thai prosperity has arrlved,
The farmers have fue wheat, oat, and hay
crops and the corn prospects are bright,
I'rices are good and  free-silver  ealamity
howlers will have hard lines in Ohio this fall.
—Ed L. Vail, Editor ~*Vidette,™

Passaic, N. J. There has been a marke:d?
improvement In the factory distriet of this
city.  All the mills are now making full time
and many run entil 9 p.m.  The Manhattan
Print Works isatinet printers), after three
f«nn of Wlleness. is in fall operation.  Tiwe

hundee Woulen ¢ ‘ompany. which did Httle or
no work during Cleveland’s Administration,
Is now empluying its full complement of
hands. The Botaay Worsted Mills were siteh
during 1805 and 180, but are now enlirging
their plant. The anmber of operators doing
steady work at this point is now, | think, 30

T eent more thin one year ago.—0, W, Ma-

oy, Editor <*News.™

Sterling. 11l The Keystons Mfz. (., man-
nfacturers of agricaltural implements, which
usually runs sery light ar this time of the

ear, has been compellsd to Inerease its foree
nstead of reducing it It expects to smploy a
larger number of men this full than at any
time In the past three vears. Other agrieni-
tural implement factories report a gomd busi-
ness, he Lawrence Bros, Mfz, concern Is
making a large addition to lts bullding to be
occeupied by an additional manufacturing es-
tablishment. The 'obb & Drew Rlvet and
Nall Factory have a large increase In orders.
There Is an unusnal activity In the bullding
of residences in town.—W. D. John, Editor
“tiazette."”

Brunswick, Mo, -The chisf business enter-
prises of this pluce are showing a marked hm-
provement. The Brunswick Tohaceon Works
have inereased their foree In the manuafae-
ture of chew!inzs und smoking tobacen, the de-
mand for this cla~s of gomds having increased
u‘ulerhll_v during the past few months, The
Eagle Flouring Mills report also an inereased
business. Nhipments of flour to surrounding
towns and citles are inereasing every week,
Indleating that the merchanis are buying
more  freely, Farmers are  selling
corn at an advancsd price, and there Is =
general feellug of satistaction sinong the ag-
fi:;_ulmr.a element.— H. F. Lincoln, Editor
‘News."

Another Gold Plot,

Another horrible plot of the wold powers
of England has come to light. Their sta-
tistician, M. ;. Mulhall, has invaded this
country, and has recently written a mag-
azine article in which he shows that the
“Prairie States,” wikich were the sole hope
of the silver trust in its efforts to captare
the Government last year, have been not
only the most prosperous part of the Unit-
ed States, but far more prosperous than
any other spot ou the world. Mr. Mul-
hall’s article, it is said, “reads like a tale
from the Arabinn Night<.," It shows in
the twelve States upon which the silver
managers relied list year—Ohio, Hlinois,
Indiana, Missouri. Michiznn, Wisconsin,
Towa, Minnesoia, Kansas, Nebraska and
the Dakotas—an inerease in farm area av-
eraging L300 acres per day, a grain pro-
duction twice as great as that of France,
Germany and Austria, eollectively; a
meat production twice as great as that of
France, an eight-fold increase of grain
production since 18550, and a general food
production equal to five times as much for
each person as in the most advaneed see-
tions of Enrope. It can scarcely be ex-
pected that people residing in 2 section so
muech more prosperous than that of any
other part of the world are going to resort
to a depreciated currency with which to
pay debts, or attempt to deceive them-
selves by increasing the number of their
dollars and at the same time making an
equal decrease in their valne,

Let the Farmer Think,

The farmers of the country should zive
their attention clesely to a few contrasts,
The free traders made a great row over
the sugar bounty and the tin-plate duty.
Their contention was the sheer impossi-
bility that we shounld produce our own
sugar and tin.  Already every farmer in
America knows that we shall soon pro-
duce all the sugar we consume and save
a hundred millions a year for the tillers
of our soil, and that we are also deep in
the tin plate manufacturing business, and
that long before this presidential term is
out we shall produce in our shops a' the
tin plate we want, and there are from
twenty to twenty-five millions a year for
American workingmen to earn and dis-
iribute.  Now, thes<e ape the things that
give a boom to prosparity. Contrast this
with the valgar Malsiieation that low sil-
ver made wheat low, and ail that rotten-
ness of the Democratic imazination.,

Mexico Is Yearning for Bryan.

This will be an interesting virge for Mr.
Bryan to take kis proposed trip to Mex-
ico. A late dispatch from the City of
Mexico says:

“Exchange on New York rose to-day on
the fresh drop in siver to 131, aud, in
some eases, 140 was asked. Bankers were
in doubt as to what rate to make, in view
of the condition of the silver marker. Ex-
vhange on London went to 211, pence,
the lowest on record, and implying for this
Government in meeting the interest on its
sterling debt a loss at the rate of two

weople, allowing reom for dancing and prome-

ment ean meet this loss by seonomies and
using the sarplus fund, but -bankers here
say the time has come when something
must be doze. A very anxious sentiment
prevails, as the peaple have eome to ex-
peet a still further decline in the valne of
silver, and many predict that it will be
foreed to a point where the dollar will be
worth only 3t conts in goldl, Tmportations
will be generally reduced and interests of
business affecied generally.  The Mexiean
Goverunment amnd  the conntry are eon-
fronting a serious situation, the worst for
many yvears.”

-— — o ———

Civil Service Reform.

In issuing an order to the effeet that
no removia! from any position subject to
combctitive examination within the elassi-
fieul civil service shall be made exeppt for
Just ezuse and upon writien charses filed
with the head of the department or other
appeinting officer, of which charge the
aecused nnst have fall notiee with an op-
portanity to make defense, President Me-
Kinley has corrected the very evil which
has beretofore ended 10 make hypoerit-
ieal the entire civil serviee system, The
previons absence or virtual neglect of
sueh a rule has so facilitated evasions of
the spirit of eivil service reform as to
bring the whoele thing into more or less
contempt. A strict enforecment of the
new order will not only lift from the
shonlders of Federal officiz!s in responsi-
ble positions a load of pressure Litherto
brought to bear by elamorers for office,
thus giving em added time 10 devote
to their more important duties, but it will
also establish merit and merit alone as
the deiermining factor in the equation of
public service, and insure that publie
money paid in the form of salaries to em-
ployes in that serviee shall go to compen-
sate actual and efficient work. The Amer-
ican people are remdy to subseribe most
heartily to genuine civil service reform,

Goo:l Times on the Way.

The miserable busines< in which the
pariisan organs of the free silver move-
ment are engazed when they try to fill
the ears of the people with compiaint and
discontens, and pick up only to magnify
every adverse trade symptow in order to
discouirage the return of prosperity for
politieal purposes, is annoying, bat it is
ineifecinal, It enuses decent men (o be
indizoant, bt it is powerless to stay the
Prosperity has et in, aml
there are solid fizures as well as hopes to
prove i,

onewning tide,

Prices Go Up in Mexico,

Consnl General Joseph G, Dudley, sta-
tioned at Nueve Laredo, in g conuonni-
eatinn to the Depariment of Siate says
that as a result of the reecur Jull in the
price of silver there has leem a marked
riee in the price of all commedities in
Mexieo.  This is true of domestie pro-
duers,  Remts are included in the rise
of prices.  He says there has been no
corresponding advanee of wages or sal-
aries, Labor, he states, stays on ity silver
basis.

Political Pointers.

The gold Demoerats are making large
aeeessions 1o their ranks everywhers, aml
expect to poll s much larger vote this
year-than last,

The Populists of the conntry are thor-
onghly disgusied with the treatment
which the Democraecy have given them,
amd zre develuping the greatest bostility
to furiher aitempts at fusion,

The director of the United States mint,
who is the best authority in this country
on curreney matters, predicts that silver
will fall much lower in the next few
months. @i is already at the lowest point
in its entire history,

The maney in cirenlation in the United
States has inereased abont $l:;n,um,ll!i
in the past year. the price of foreign pro-
duners has advaneed, nnd the business of
the conntry has greatly improved despite
the assertions thar nothing bt the free
coinace of silver woild bring an inerease
of money or prices to the people of ihis
conntry.,

The people wha attempied to make the
peopie helieve a few months azo that See-
retary Sherman had passed the period of
active nselulness are saying nothing more
on tinert subject. Sefretary Sherman's
exnressions of views o enrrent politieal
:-,".--; are clear, erisp aml vigorons, aned
strike a responsive chord in the hearts of

every American citizen.

Poeople who are assuming that the re-
cent great gold developments are a mere
matter of good Inek to thase opposing the
16 to 1 theory are mistaken, It s more
than Inek: it is the logie of events, The
fact that the world prefers gzold to the
halky white metal as lis medinm of ex-
change has stimalated the praduaetion of
gold everywhere until it seems hkely to
supply the needs of the werld for & money

million dollars per annum. The Govern-

metal,
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FARMERS ARE GLAD.

PRICES FOR THEIR PRODUCTS
THE BEST IN YEARS.

Large Transactions in Styples, with
Prices Favorable Morc Wheat Ex-
ported in One Weck than Auy Sim-
ilar Period ! ince the Year 18503,

Prosperity for Agriculturists.

A recent Bradstreet's report says:

“Special telegrams frowm trade centers
thronghout the couniry emphusize the
growing prosperity of the fanper, due to
higher prices for almost all agricultural
produce still in Lis hands, aed point to a
vontinuation of the Jdemand, whichh has
been conspictions witlun the paxt few
weeks,  The veolume of trade continnes to
increase, and prices are harderinz. Ne
such volume of business, largely in anti
cipativn of requirements, has been report-
ed since 18020 Larzer transactions have
been in dry goods, elothins omd <hoes, and
South and West in wagons aid far im-
Piements,

“Anoiher very favorable hank elearings
report is fowisd in the wtal, 30,1 L0000
this week, which, while it is 1 per cent
less than last weel, s 40 _per vent larger
than in the thind week of August. 1800
26 per cent heavier than in 1505 40 per
cent larger than in 1N, and fully 55 per
cent larger than in the Hke week of 1893,
when clearings totals were redunesd to
very low fignres,  Compared with the like
periedd in 1502, a yvear of large volume of
business, this week's totals show a gain
of 13 per cent.  Among 86 of the cities re-
porting larger bank clearings, only 17
show decreases this week compared with
the corresponding period last year. Bank
clearings at other cities than New York
are 17 per cent larger this week than in
the like week a vear age, but at New
York the increase is 56 per cent,

“Prices for staples continue the favora-
ble movement of the past few weeks, with
advances for wheat flour, wheat. new
pork, butter, egrs, cheese, corn and oats
Hides are also firmer and higher. Ging-
hams have advanced Ve, while the eotton
mills are starting up, and joblers in
woolen gouds are getting higher prices
for spring delivery., There have been 8
large number of resemptions among irom
and steel concerns this week: Bessemer
pig is 25 cents hizher, and the outleok is
for improvement. Suzar, eoiton, priot
cloths, wool and petroleum are firm and
unchanged, while coffee. almost  alone
among the staples, is lower than last
week,

“Exports of wheat (four included as
wheat) from both coasts of the nited
Staies and Montreal! this week are the
largest in any week sinee  September,
IR, amounting to 3,218,000 bushels this
week, as compared with 4.460,000 bushels
last week, 2991000 bushels in the week
a year ago, 2380000 bushels two vears
ago, SN2 000 bushels three yvears age,
and as contrasted with 4,960,000 bushels
in the corresponding week of 18032, Ex-
ports of Indian corn this week are alse
exceptionally heavy, the largest sinece the
third week in April this year. amounting
to 020055 bushels, as compared with
S.295,000 bushels last week, 2,709,000
bushe!s in the week a year ago, 1,195,000
bushels two years ago, 105,408 bushels
three years ago, and as contrasted with
V0N bushels in the like week of 1503,

“There are 221 business failures report-
ed throughout the United States this
week, against 214 Inst week, 2G4 a year
ago, 192 two years sgo, 251 three years
ngo, and as econtrasted with 456 in the
third week of August, 1805."

CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE.
It Is Rtrong and Increasing. and
Nothin:s Appears to Check 't.

R. G. Dn & Co.,, in their weekly re-
view of trade say: Not for several years
have the telegraphie reports from various
cities in all parts of the country been as
encouraging or shown as uniform im-
provement as this week. The markets
are ealled erazy by some, but fairly rep-
resent the people whose eonfidencs in the
future is strong and increasing. Nothing
appears to cheek it. Rumors of injury to
crops are not sufliciently supported to
have mneh influence. The oue temporary
hindraner is the strike of bituminons coal
mirers, which interferes as yet little with
mulastries, and seems lkely o terminate
within a week. The demand for money
improves, taking from New York 1o the
interior about half a million more than
was received during the week, and offer-
ings of commerein] loans are mach arger,
including considerable iron and steel pa-
per, and the conrse of foreign exchange is
senerally interpreted as an indieation that
specie imports eanmot be long delayed.
The greatest gain has beea for agrieal-
ture.  Corn has advaneed a litthe i price,
but is moving very largely, so that the
kst year's surplus may soon be marketesd,
unless the new crop turns out hetter than
many now expect. Cotton declined an
cighth heeause of an estimate promising
the larcest erop ever grown, bint the zomls
market is decidedly improving, aed some
of the large mills, after a few weeks of
suspension. have resamed work., Other
farm products are doing well alse, bot
wheat has advanced abeut 113 for the
week on aemal transactions, with heavy
purchases for export, The oificial esti-
mate of yield is eatirely disregarded, ex-
cept as an admizsion that the erop wilk
be Inrger than that of last year, and it is
commonly assumed that the yield will be
SO0 bushels or more, thoush ree
cent seports of injury indieating the possi=
bhility of a somewhat smaller outrome
have helped the advanece in prices. Wese-
vrn receipts for the week were S8HLISS
bushels, against S30TLTI0 kst yvenr. amd
for three  weeks  TL3I0L,26T  mslivls,
seainst 10007 107 hushels Last year, while
Atlantie exports zre about double last
vear's—RTU0INT bhushels, meamse FSS -
AT bushels last year, and fozr thiree weeks
DNT03IS bushels, asamst 3102001 bush-
s last vear, tlonr incinded for both reirs
It is well to notwee that ecorn exports cun-
tinue more than donble last year's al<o, in
throe weeks S S16.50 hushels, agamsi 4,-
119241 last year.

The iron amd steel duinstry is pashing
forward in of the =11 ansetthsd
sirike of bitmninons enal miners<, 2nd the
enormoends piarclinses of ore at leveland,
and alse of hillets at Pittsburz, show the
imast eonticence in the futare.  Mangy
adidn have besun
wors during the past week, and while no
waterial ehange in prices bas oeetrrel,
the reports ipdicate fewer concessions to

sprtes

estublishments

socpre husiness and o mach steadier tane,
The demand for finished pro@ucts has de-
eiledizy muproved,  especintly in plates,
sheets and burs, nnd io railway sugplies,
pariiceiarly In ear axles, The sales of
ore at Cleveland have amounted in {we
weeks to 400,000 or 300,000 tons, L
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