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A WRESTLING MATCH.

HE village had
awakened from ils
:ong winter's sleep.
It had shaken off
its lethargy and
stepped forth into
the light and sun-
ghine to take up
again life in the
free air until
the months should
gpeed around
and the winds and the
enows drive it back to a close
kitehen and a stifling stove. The an-
tiquated saw-mull down by the creek
buzzed away with a vim that plainly
told that the stream was swollen with
the mélted snows of the winter just
past. The big grist-mill bumped and
thumped in deep, melodious tones, as
though it were making an effort to
drown the rasping, discordant music
of its smali but najsy neighbor.

The deuble doors of the store wera
wide open. Had all the other signs
o? spring been missing, this fact alone
would have indicated to the know-
ing, if the snow had not melted and
the birds not come eome back it was
high time they did, for those doors
pever stood open until the patriarch
felt it in his bones that the winter
was pone and he could with safety
leave the side of the stove within and
migrate to the long wooden bench on
the porch to bask in the sunshine.

“Boys,” he czaid at length, “it's
"me we're gittin® out ag'in, Spring
has come.”

With that he
daor,

“Gomd, Gran'pap,” s=aid the Chronic
Loafer, relling off the counter and fol-
lowing.

Then the o'd Storekecper opened
Liath doors,

The old oak bench that had stood
reglected through the long winter, ex-
posed to wind o2nd warping rain, gave
a joyoms ecreak as it felt again on its
broad and knife-haeked barck  the
weight of the Tatriarch  and  his
fricnds, and kicked up its one short
hickory leg with such vehemence as
1o cauge the Storekesper to throw ou!
his hands as though the world had
dropped from under him and he was
grasjing at a clond for support.

“Mighty souls!" he cried when he
Tad recovercd his composure and equi-
lbrium.

“My. ob, my"™ murmured the old
fman, his chidd-l1ike face heaming with
cendentmen! as he sat basking in the
sun. “Inn’t the old hench feel good
ag’'in. Me an® ihis cak board has ben
buddies fer nizh onter sixty vear”

The season seemed to have infused
new life nto the Chronie loafer as
it hatl into all vature, for he sundden-
Iv tossed off his coat, with one leap
cleased the and then began
dareing up and down in the road.

=¥t j st makes a feiler feel like wras-

harsh

hobbled toward the

‘\"C'I'I,-G‘

tlin", Gran-pap.” he shouted, waving
his asms definatly at the quartet on
the bwnch, “Come on.”

At this indisposition of these four
tn take up the ganntlet he had thrown
dren, the Loafer became still more
Lrave and defiont

“*‘Nedeius”" he
ig afraid, eh?”

“Nawthin® to be

Ptd the Milier,

sneered. “You uns

afraid of™
“Simply

snap-
because

“HE WENT FLYIN'."
spring s come ez it’s ben comin® ever
sinee 1 kin remember, 1 hain’'t a-goin'
tee waller round in a muddy road.”

"Nar L nuther.” growled the Shoe-
makel.

“Well, T bantered yer. an® you uns's
alld skeert ter westle, dead skeert”
cried the doafer, drawing on his coat
aud  zrinning trivmph through his
lushy whishers,

“Come, come,” =aid the Patriarch.
his stick on the floor to call
the boaster to order., "Ef 1 was five
younzer I'd take your banter;
I'd «druv yeur head inter the mud tell
yveu'd be afearcd of showin® up at the
gtore Ter a vear fer fear some un'd
thovel ver inter the road. Thet's
what I'd do. 1 hates blowin’, I do—1I
hates blowin®, Fur be it from me ter
Dlow, particular as 1 was somethin® of
a wrestler when I was a yvoung un.”

“I bet 1 conld "a” th'owed vou in
less time "an It takes me ter set down,”
the Loagfer said. as he seated himselfl
¢n the steps and got out his pipe.

Leating

YeATs

“Th'owed me, ¢h!” retorted the
eld man, “Yon'd &" th'owed me, wonld
You., Well, I'd a’ liked to hev seen
vou a th'owin® me.” He shook his
stick ait the bragsart. “Why, didn't |
venr know thet "hen I was voung |

was the be=t wrastler in the wvalley:
édwin’t you ever hear of the great
wrastlin® me and Simen Cruller done
up @0 Swamp Holler schoolhouse?™

‘Did Noar zet as empire?” asked the
Loafer.

“What does you mean be talkin® of
Noar an” scch like when I'm tellin® of
wrastiin'? Tryvin® to change the sub-
tee’ 1 s'pese, eh?” eried the Patriarch

“Me an’® Sime Cruller was buddies.”
he began at length. “Thet was tell

we both kind of set our minds on get- |

t#n’ Beeky Stump. You uns never seen
her. eh? Well, mehbe vou never seen
her grave-stun. It stands be the al-
derberry bushes in the buryin'-groun’,
an’ ¢f you hain't seen it ver otter, fer
then ve might get an idee what sorter
a woman she was. Pretty? Why,
she was a model, she was—a perfect
mcdel. Hair! You uns don't often
see sich hair nowadays ez Becky
Stump hed—=oft and black like.
Eres! Why, they sparkled jest like
they was filled with new buggy paint,
an’' was all watery like. An’, mighty
souls, but ske could plough! fer she
waen't none of your modern girls as
iz too proud to plough. Many a fay
I eet over on the porch at cur place an’
looked down across the walley an’

fiel', an’ I thot how I'd like ter hev
one han'le while she'd hev the other,
an’ we'd go trampin’ along life’s fur-
row together.

“The whole thing came to a p’int at
a epellin’ bee up to Swampy Holler
school,” continued the Patriarch, un-
mindful cf the interruption. “DBecky
Stump was there an’ looked onusual
pretty, fer it was cold outside an’ the
wind had made her face all red on
the drive over from home. Sime was
there, too, togged out in store clothes.

“It dida’t take me five minutes to
see thet Sim- Cruller was tryin’ to
show off afore Becky Stump; was try-
ing to prove to her that he was a
smarter lad than me.

“When intermission come Sime he
gits off in one eorner an’ begins blow-
in" to a lot of the boys. I heard him
talkin® loud abcut me, sn I steps over.
He sayd it wgs all a mistake; that he
conld beat me at anything—spellin’,
wrastlin,’ or fishin". He was showin’
off agin, for he talked loud like Becky
Stump could hesr, an’ 1 makes up me
mind T wouldn’t stand his bLlowin’.

“ “‘See here, Sime Cruller,” I sais, sais
I, *vou uns is nawthin’ but a blow
horn” 1 sais. ‘You eclalms you Kkin
wrastle, Why, I kin th'ow you in less
time "an it takes to tell it, an® if you
step out-side I'll prove me words.’

“*‘You th'ow me" he =ais. Then he
begin to laugh like he'd die at the
werry idee.

“With that we went outside, foller-
ed by the rest of the boys. They was
a quarter moon overhead, an’ the girls
put two candles in the schoolhouse
winder, so with the snow we could see
pretty well.

“At it we went. Boys, you otter ‘a’
ben there! You otter 'a’ seen it!
That was wrastlin'! When Sime an’
me clinched I ketched him ‘roun’ the
waist with me right arm an’ gits
hold of the strap of his right boot
with the forefinger of me left hand.
He gits his left arm aroun’ my neck
an’ down my back somehow, an’ with
his right hand tears the buttons off
me e¢oat an® grabs me In the arm-
hole <f me waist-coat. Over we goes,
like two dogs, snarlin’ an' snappin’,
while the boys in a ring aroun’ us
checred an®' the girls crowdin® the
schoolhouse porch trembled an'
screamed with fright. We twisted, we
turned, we rolled over an' over tell
we looked like livin' snowballs, Sime
got off the boot I'é a holt, on, an’
gives me a sudden turn thet almost
sent me on me back. But I was quiek.
Mighty somls, but I was quiek! I ups
with me foot an’ landed me heel right
en his chist an’ he went flyin' ten
feet inter a snow bank, Keryig® me
coat-sleeve with him. He was lookin®
up at the moon when I run up to him,
an’ I'l 'a’ hed him down, but he turp-
e over

“But I was quick. Mighty =ounls, but
I was quick! 1 kep’ me feet an’ gits
one han’ inter his waistcoat pocket an'
bung to nim. Whenever vou wrastles
git your man by the bootstrap or the
pocket, an® vou has the best they is.
Ef T hedn’t "a’ done thet, I might not
‘a’ ben here today. But I done it, an®
fer a full hour me an’ Sime Cruller
rolled  roun’, even matched Time
an’ agin I got sight of Becky Stump

she was watchin’ us so hard, an’ the

human efforts.
same effect on Sime. The blood be-
gin to run outen both me nose-
hard it made me buttons rattle. Still
fer me jest like wrastlin® with a stove,
an’ still we kep' at it. Then all of a

sudden—it was two hours after hed
fust clinched —everything

I only know'd that 1 was still hold-
in" on to Sime—then I know'd naw-
thin",
~chrolhouse stove, an' Beeky Stump
ball acrosst me forchead. The other
folks was standin® back like, fer they
seemed to think thet after sich an ex-

want to disturb us.

“*Becky.” 1 whispers, ‘did I win?"

“*You did,” she =sais,
fainted et oncet, but
top.*

“*An’ now, I s’pese vou'll hey me,”
I =ais, fer it seemed like there was
| somethin® in her eves thet kinder
| urged me on.
|  “She was quiet a pice, an’ them she
leans down an” answoers: “Do yvou think
I wants to marry a fien'? No, sir, I'l)
merry no man [ can’t liek™

“Well?” eried the Loafer.

“Well?” retorted the old man,

“Did she ever merry?”

The Patriarch shock his head.

“Go look at the grave stun.,” he
| =aid, “an on it vou’ll see wrote: * "Ere
lies Becky Stump. Her peaceful soul's
at rest.""

yvoun fainted on

A Sitory of John Rright.

The Lord Primate of Ireland writes:
I was told by a friend of the great
orator Bright—a name never to be
: mentioned without respect—that one
day he was speaking with an old friend
of his school career. He had been at
two schools, in one of which he had
| learned a great deal that was useful
| and necessary for his position in life.
1,aml in the other he had been taught
to love reading, and had been brought
'in conmtact with Milton's book, and

'this friend say. “You seem to think:

| far more of the second school than of
the first, and 1 know you learned 2
| great deal that was useful in the one,
| and I should think not nearly so much
in the other. “But,” said Bright, “yon
‘ don't know anything about it. In the
first school I learned what helped me
! no doubt in my business, but in the
| other I was brought into contact with
the eternal spirit of liberty. and that
| was the rthing that made me whatever
| 1 have been in life.”

Canine Calisthenics.

Miss Primrose—Don’t you ever give
your dog any exercise? Miss Holly-
hock (fondling a fat pug dog)—Why,
certainly,
minutes, just to make him wag his tail

Food for Reflection.

Rev. Mr, Longlipp (anxiously)—How
did you like my substitute's sermon
last Sunday, Deacon? Dieacon Bilunt-
leigh—It was a treat.

wery sight of her urged me on to ’““i bears the title of Committce on Plays.

It seemed to have the | 1¢5 duty is to pass on all plays which

I feed him candy every fow;
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NONE BUT FAIR SEX WiLL
HAVE CONTROL.

flan Manager “a Slave” —Ie lias Bac-
cecded in Keeping Five Womea Di-
rectors In Good Temper—Mra. Loevy
Oa the lan. a

HE first and the
only woman's the-
ater of which the
world has ever
known is being
constructed in
Paris. The place of
the site is adjoin-
ing the ladies’ club
known as the Cer-
cle Pigalle, mnear
4 Montmartre. In
France it will be the “Theatre Femi-
niste,” which means a theater for
women, by women and in the interesis
of women only. There is only one
weak spot in this armor of femininity,
and that is the fact that the manager

!| is to be a man, but the ladies who are

the soul of the enterprise say he will
not count, as, like the rest of his sex,
he will merely be their slave.

Au serieux, though, it is to be a
genuine place for women. The White
theater, where only plays of absolute
purity were to be tolerated, was the
first entrance of woman into the man-
egerial capacity. This victory gave
stuch confideree to the women that they
were determined to star their own
{deas exclusively, and the result is the
1 Theatre Feministe. The establishment
' is not to be limited. No pent up
France will confine its powers, and the
ladies of every country will be at lib-
erty to air their grievances, assert
their privileges and defend their inter-
ests through the medium of the drama
or the opera.

For a long time the question of man-
agement was discussed pro and con by
the members of the club which had
the project in hand. Opinion was di-
vided, not as to the ability of woman to
! take entire charge of every detail, but
| as to whether it would not he wise to
have some man to do the drudgery and
let the honor and glory be the lot of
| the women. Finally, it was decided
that if a2 man could be found who

I woeuld face the prospect he should be

' engaged on the spot. As the French-
man is fond of excitement and loves to
I'rave adventure, the necessary male
was easily discovered and has already
become the Adam in this otherwise
Adamless Eden.

It is provided in the agreement that
he shall receive instructions from the
executive committee of the board of
directors, which is composed of five
women. Thus far he has aceomplished
the unparalicled feat of pleasing all

l five, and is very popular. The cireal-

ars or advance announcements of the
theater and its purposes do not bear
the name of the manager, but state

| that the theater is under the sole con-
| trol of the board of directors, composed

entirely of women., They further state
that orly plays treating of woman's
rights will be presented, unless some

standin® on the poreh, her hands| especially good play by a woman re-

gripped together, her face pale, her | ceives the indorsement of the commit-
eyes almost poppin’ outen her head, | ee.

Another committee of directors

| are presented to it, sift the wheat from

. ot % holes | (e ehafr, and then submit its selection
an® ¥it T kep” at it. Me heart beat 80 ¢4 ype full board of directors for ap-

proval. Ereh play is to be read

I kep' at it. Sime was 5o hot it Was ¢y.oush to the board, and then, to in-

sure acceptance, the authoress, or pos-

| 6ibly the authos, must incorporate all

|

scemed to |
swim—I1 coulda’t feel no earth bnnm!h1

suggestions of the board. The unkind
men who have heard of this project
say that he who runs and reads may
attend one performanee, but that he

] who reads will run after =eeing a sec-

“When I came to I was layvin® be the |

was leaning over me rubbin® a snow- |

. end announcement thereof,

Aside from the manager, the only
condition under which men ean hope
| t5 obtain a little scrap of the suceess

' which this theater, acording to its
| projceiors, is sure to attain is to write

|

.l

|

|

|

| States.

| AVE G i
hibition it was rcettled an’ '.h|‘)' didn't : p'd_\h or musical mmmi‘i(’ns which

will bear on the subject of woman's
rights. The authors of these efforts

‘You both [ may come frem any part of the world

they wish to, and their nationality will
be considered no bar. The ladies say
that the men will be criticised jn that
same spirit of fairness in which =
woman always considers her owan sex,
and therefore they may be sure ox ab-
solute justice.

Mme. Loevy, who will direct the for-
eign department of the new theater,
is very dceided in her statements as
to the purpose and probable result of
the enterprise. Heretofore, she says,

| the fact that a play was written by a
! woman has been sufiicient in most in-

stances to insure its failure. The only
instarces where this has not been the
eise have occurred in the United
Now this sort of thing is to
end. Women are to have the preced-
ence in at least one theater, and the
men will bave to take second place,
if they 2zre sufficiently fortunate to

| secure any place at all.

Back of Scratch.

Prince Constantine—What are they
doing over in America todav? The
Aide—It is Memorial Day, Your High-
ness,and they are having bicyvele races.
Prince Constantine—I should like to
join ’em. The Aide—I'm afraid, sire,
that with your record for getting over
the ground they would insist upon put-
ting you back of scratch.—Cleveland
Plain Dealer.

A Slrn-ger Sensation.
First Chcrus Girl—I do feel so queer
in these short skirts. Second Chorus

Girl—I krow; we all feel that way at |

the start, but you will get used to it.
First Chorus Girl—Maybe I will. You
know it is the first time I ever appear-
ed in such a rig. I have been doing
living pictures all season.—Indianap-
olis Journal.

The Responsibility.
Bass—Was that baby talk your wife
was talking as I eime in? Fogzg -
That was mother talk; no baby I ever
saw indulged in such gibberia®. —2gs-
ton Transeript.

Cures Guaranteecd.
The Bride—I alwayrs heard thst love
#as blind. The Brute—But marriage
is an excellent oculist.

.seen her a-steppin’ Qong— th'oo’ _mlPLAYS FOR iVO_ME_N.

HIS WEDDING FEE.
After the Transaction Was Fally Ex
plained Maria Was Satisficd.

The wife of a well-to-do Vermont far.
mer called the attention of her husband
to a mewspaper article describing a
wedding, where the groom Lad com-
pensated the minister for his services
in farm produce, says Youth’s Compan-
ion. “How ridiculous!” commented the
good lady.

Her husband smiled. “It isn't the
ordinary thing,” he remarked,”but then
people who live in glass houses musn't
throw stones.”

“What do you mean, Jomas Farmer?”
asked his wifle, sharply.

“Well,” returned Jonas, “when 1
married you I paid the minister two
pigs and he gave me 35 cents change.”
And with that Mr. Farmer burst into
a laugh, to the great discomfort of his
wife.

“I've lived with you thirty years and
I never heard that before,” she sald,
“and I should like to know what you
mean by it. I believe you're saying
that just to hector me.”

“No, M'rl,” answe;ed her spouse when
his mirth had somewhat subsided. “I'll
you how it happened.”

“You know I had been runmning the
farm for father before we were mare
ried, and Parson Steadman, who mar-
ried us, had just come to town. He
wanted a couple of pigs and came over
to our place to get them. 1 had gone,
but the hired man sold them to him by
weight and they amounted to just
$10.35.

“Parson Steadman told the man that
he hadn’t the money by him, but wounld
be over again in a few days and would
settle, and the hired man told him that
would be all right.

“Well, when we were married I gave
the parson a brand new $10 bill, one
that I had got clean from the bank for
that purpose.

“Next morning bright and early over
came the parson to our place. He
asked the hired man if I was at home,
and when I came out he was pretty
much surprised to see that I was the
same man that he had married the
night before. He turned kind of red
and looked a little queer and said he
had come over to settle for those two
pigs, and he took from his pocket that
very $10 bill that I gave him the night
before and 35 cents besides and banded
them to me.

“I burst out laughing and he looked
kind of sober for a minute, then he
burst out laughing, too.

“*If I had recognized yvou as the man
I owed for the pigs when you were at
my house last night,” he =aid, ‘I could
have handed you the 35 cents and we
shonld have been square.’

“So, you see, M'Ti, that while we
went through the form of passing the
money back and forth you were prac-
tically bought for two pigs, minus 35
cents.”

Too Sadden.

“Now,” said the editor, “we can't
use any more matter. Don't take a
scrap of news unless—" “Yes,” ans-
wered the managing editor. *“Unless
it is news of a scrap. That is to say
—* However, it was too late to in-
sist upon his good intentions, as the
humorist editor had already fainted.—
New York Press,

Merely as a Precaution.

“I like to go to the parks occasione
ally,” he said, “and I learned to ride
the bieycle merely as a matter of pre-
caution.” “Precaution?” “Certainl=.
It was the only way to Keep from be-
ing run down.”—Exchange,

A Brilliant Solation.
Chapleigh—What's the good of put-
ting a steeple on a church? Dudleigh
—Where else would you put ‘em, dear
boy? Chapleish—That's a fact! Nev-
er thought of that!

Tanglied [edigrees.
Crawford—Did you hear what drove
him insane? Crabshaw—He went to
Chicago and tried to compile a social
register.

AS TRUE AS GOSPEL.

Women desire sympathy, men pre-
fer help.

Never take a crooked path while you
can find a straight one,

Idleness is only the refuge of weak
minds and the holiday of fools,

Self-reliance, self-restraint, self-dis-
cipline constitute an educated will

The soul and spirit that animates
and keeps up society is mutual! trust.

Hope is the word which the finger
of God hath inscribed upon the brow
of every man.

Cheerfulness is an excellent wear-
ing quality. It has been called the
bright weather of the heart.

The man who howls at the passing
of the hat in chureh will pay a big
bhotel bill with a smile on his face.

The man who, improving in skill and
knowledge, improves in modesty, has
an undeniable elaim to greatness of
mind,

When we strive to do the best we
can we are sure to find that our best
is beyond anything that we had dared
to hope for.

Parental restraint, if it is wise, will
be exerted only with the view of ren-
dering the child as soon as possible
independent of it.

The respect people show von in your
misfortune diminishes long before yon
kave bezun to outlive it, and vou feel
irritated as before,

If you have made a mistake, do not
think it a condescension to apclogize.
The true gentleman is always reacy
to rectify a blunder.

Weigh your cwn fanlts with the
seales of justice, but when yan consider
the short-comings of vour neighbor,
boerrow the balarees of charity.

Write it en vour heart that every
day is the best in the vear. No maw
has learned anvthing rizhtly until he
knows that every day is Doomsday.

To give a suggestion, or even sericus
advice, to another may be Lind gnd
wise; but to press either bevend cer-
tain limits is both rude and impoelitic.

A ccmpanion that is cheerful, and
free from swearing or scurriicus dis-
course  is worth gold. "Tis the cor
pany ard not the charze that make:
the feast.

The truest help we can render an
aflicted man is pot take his bLorden

frcm him, bnt to eall eut his bes:
enerzy, that he muy be ahble to hear
the Lurden. -

VASTNESS OF SPACE.

FIGURES WHICH MIND CAN

w

. HARDLY REALIZE,

A nilllen as a Mcasure of Time—The
Fac® at Which Light Travels—The
Tmmensity of the Sun—Countlng a
Ditllon, g

F course, ore ¢in
get a grand idea
of the mightiness
of the Creator of
the earth and the
heaveas by view-
ing His works and
thinking of the
vastness of the
great dome above
us, but the simple

! human mind falls
to grasp the extent of the mighty
grandeur showm- in the authentic
siatements of the astronomer. The
fiet is, the figures are beyond compre-
hersion of the ordinary intellect when
sct down in rows that bewilder. We
ere told that the first three figures are
units, tens and  hundreds, the mnext
tl:ree thousands, the next millions and
the next nillions. The figures look in-
nocent enough and we can smile at
hundreds of dollars and think with
Ileasurable  feelings of thousands,
which melt into millions, but the brow
clouds with care when we endeavor
to get a comprehensive idea of that
wonderfully overwhelming quantity
get down as a billion. Now, what is
instantaneous action? The mind is
ircapable of comprehending the al-
most infinitesimal divisions of time
that are recorded upon some of the
wonderful machines used by scientific
gearchers after the truth. Light trav-
¢ls at the rate of two hundred thousand
miles a second, and is, therefore, in-
stantareeus. The astronomers tell us
that when a flash of lightning occurs
upon our earth it is not visible on the
mcon until a second and a quarter af-
terwards, nor cn the sun’s surface un-
til eight minutes, or on Uranus for
two hours, and upon Neptune until
fcur and a quarter hours after its
rassage through the
away, far, far away, beyond Neptune,
there are such stars as Vega, of the
first magnitude, and on them the im-
aginary light of the flash would not
fall, although traveling at the amazing
rzte of twelve million miles a minute,
till forty-five vears had passed, but
further, much further on in the never-
ending space aLove us, there are still
more distant worlds. sparkling like
diamonds on blue velvet, and those of
the eighth magnitude would require
one hundied and eighty years, and
those of the twelfth magnitude four
tl:ousand years, for the same flash to
reach tkem, rushing through space
nearly two hundred thousand miles
each time that a wateh makes a single
tick.

A shadowy sense of eternity and in-
finite distance ean be formed from a
contemplation of the distances of the
stars from the earth. The moon is two
hundred and forty thousand miles dis-
tant, but the sun is rinety-three mil-
lion two hundred and fifty thousand
miles from cur planet. The immen-
sity of the sun seems almost too much
for the human mind to comprehend,
for it is mere than a million and a
guarter tlmes larger than this great
earth on which we live, Sir John Her-
schel remarks that if the whole of the
earth were laid upon the surface ef the
sun it would not cover more than one-
thirteenth-thousandth part of its sur-
face, and so great is its heat that from
every square yard of its surface there
is exhaled a temperalure equal to that
whieh the burning of sixteen tons of
conal every hour wonld produc>—suffi-
cient to keep a steam engine of sixty-
tlree thousand horse-power at work.
Still, the sun is but a star of the fourth
magnitude. Everybody Is familiar
with “the dog siar,” Sirius, the nearest
fixed star to earth, a sun of suns. This
star is upwards of thirteen millions of
miles frem this earth. So mueh great-
er is it than our mighty sun that if
broken to pieces it wonld provide ma-
terial for about two hundred and fifty
si:ns as large ax our owa, although onr
sun, if broken into pieces, wonld pro-
vide material for one million, foar
Lundred thousand globes of the size of
the earth. We hear the astronomers
talk of billions of miles and years and
other things, but few people ean form
a conception of the quantity comprised
In a billion. The mind is incapable of
cenceiving such an enormous number.
In order to comprehend this faet, It
may be stated that. in order that a
person may count a billion, he wouald
require nineteen thousand, three hun-
drad and twenty-five vears and three
hundred and ninetesn dayvs. The arith-
metical symbol of a billion is simple
and without great pretention. Let us
consider a biliion as a measure of time
and distares.

It is no casy matter to bring under
the cognizance of the human eye a
billion of any kind of objectzs, Take
a ten-dollar gold piere as a once famil-
iar object. Put one in the ground and
stand upon it as many of its kind as
will reach twenty feet in height, then
place the numbers of similar columns
in close contaet, forming a straight
line and making a sort of wall twenty
feet hizh, showing only the thin edgea
of the coin as they lie flat upon each
other. Imagine two such walls, run-
ning parallel to €ach other and ferm-
ing, as it were, a long street,
on exicnding these walls for miles—
hundrcds of miles—and still the zecu-
mulation will be far shert of the num-
ber wo want to reach. In faet, it is
not urtil this imaginary street is ex-
tended to a distance cof two thousand
three hundred and eighty-six and a
half n ‘les that we shall have presented
for irspection the one biilion coins.
To get an idea of height in reference
to a Lillion take a much smaller unit
as a rieasuring rod—the sheets of pa-
per on which this newspaper is print-
ed. Tile them vertieally upwards, by
degrees, reaching to the height of our
tallest spire. Pascing these, the pile
must still grow higher, topping the
Alps and Andes and the highest peaks
of the Himalayas, and shooting up
from tbence through the fleeey clouds,
pasa'ng bevond the confines of our
atteauated atmosphere, and leaping up
into the blue ether with which the uni-
verse is filled, and sténding proudly
up, far beyond the ieach of all terres-

Keep |

trial things. Still pile vn thcusaade
and millions of thin leaves, for this e
ocly & beginning of the rearing of a
mighty mass. Add millions on millions
of sheets, and thousands of miles o
these, and still the number will fall
short of the amount. Pause to look
at the next eloud edgés of the book.
The thin plates of paper lie close to-
gether. The altitude of this great pile
of paper, represcnting one billion of
sheete, 18 47,348 miles,

SAID OF NAPOLEON Iil,

M. Saint-Amand, the emiuent French
historian, gives the following summing
up of the character and achievements
of Napoleon 111, which conveys a cluse
estimate of that remarkable man:

“Whatever judgment posterity may
pass upon the second emperor, it Is an
incontestible fact that for nearly 22
years he was the most conspicuous per-
sonage in all the world. No figure in
the latter half of the nineteenth een-
tury has so obtruded itself into his-
tory.

One of the most gingular characters
that has ever been examined is certain-
ly that of the victor of Solferino, the
vanquished of Sedan; more cosmopoli-
tan than French, at once a dreamer
and a man of action, by turns and even
sometimes simultaneousiy democrat
and autocrat, tormented now by the
prejudices of the past, and now by new
ideas, the representative of Caesarism
and at the end of his reign the cham-
pion for popular liberties, taking for
counscllors men thoroughly antipodal
their antecedents and their doc-
trines, looking like a sphinx and not
always able to guess his own riddle,
active beneath an indolent appearance,
impassioned despite an Imperturbable
indiference, energetie yet with an air
of extreme maoderation, loving human-
ity while contemning it, kind to the
humble and compassionate to the poor,
very seriously occupied with the idea
of bettering the material and spiritual
condition of the majority, victim of the
faults of others still more than of his
own, and better than his destiny.

The republic will always reproach

[ the second emperor with having made
ether. Nowx |

the coup d’etat and Interfered with lib-
erty. The frightful disasters which
concluded kis reign cannot be forgot-
ten. A grudge is borne him for not
remaining true to his Bordeanux pro-
gram—"The empire is peace”™ a truly
fecund program which would have per-
mitted him to realize his dicam of ex-
tinguishing pauperism.

But on the other hand people remem-
Lker that he took part in every greal

| affair in a!l quartera of the globe, that

he broached all problems, raised all
questions, that his eagles soared victo-
rious from Pckin to Mexico, that he
strengthened universal suffrage, pro-
claimed the principle of national sov-
ereignty and the prineiple of national-
ities, realized in Italy, perhaps,
alas! to the detriz=ent of France the
dream of Dante ard of Machivelll,
emancipated the petty nations of the
Balkan peningula, inaugurated the sys-
tem of commercial liberty, sought ev-
ery means which migiht bring together
and unite peoples, and borrowed more
than one useful reform frem social-
ism,

Tt is remembered in fine that he de-
clared nations shonld he the arbiters
of their own destinies, and that he
tried to substitute for the ancient sys-
tem of conquests the maxim, ‘Rigit he-
for nignt.," The ideas of this moaod-
ern and revolutionary s=overeign, this
fore might.” The ideas of this mod-
archy and the republic, were developed
in an imperfect manner only, and for-
tune, whose favorite he had been so
long, ended by being pitiless in his re-
gard. But his work, though inter-
rupted, had a certain grandenr. Oth-
ers will perhaps accomplish what e
vainly dreamecd, and democracy may
some day do that wherein a- Caesar
failed.”

Floped on Fool.

An elopemient on fool is a novelty
in these days. yet this was the method
taken by Pearl Thomazs and Millie
Johnson, of Morris, Tioga eounty, Pa..
who were arrested by a constable dis-
gulsed as a trout fischerman.,  Thomas
and the girl (who is Iut 15 years oll)
eloped from Morris, and, takinz 2
mountain road, waiked to Montours-
ville, a distance bf foriy miles.

A Harrowing Wit

“[ gay, marm, won't ¥61 give e one
of dem famous pies o' yourn? [ ain’t
had a square meal fer a mouth.,” “Do
vou think you conld make a square
meal out of one of my pirs?’ “Yes
marm, [ just do.” “Well you conldn™t—
my pies are all round! Here, Tige!™
—(Cleveland Plain Dealer.

ALL SORTS.

Tofling, a new out-of-door game, d»
scribed 28 resembling both golf anc
tennis, may become fashionable iu
England.

A pot that can not Loil over has re
cently been invented in Deriin. It has
a perforated rim, through which tir
overflowing fluid returns to the pot.

An authority states that the gold i
the shape of coin snd cornamen::
hoarded by the natives of India
amounts to the enormous sum of $1.-
250,000,000,

Diparaossiacetophenondiphenilpiper
azine is the name conferr«d by an Iial-
jan chemist upon a new compoeund |
has discovered. The word is said &
mean something to chemical experta,

The bishep of London in a recent ad-
dress on “"Reading,” said: “All humas
knowledge has been gained by the im-
pertinence and pis-headedness of o
small number of people who were a!
ways asking “Why 2"

“Towmy bad a bitter disappoin:men
yvesterday.” “What was it7" “Tell ahowmt
it, Tommy.” “The paper :zaid our
preacygp was goin’ to exchange puipics
with 'mother preacher—an” I went 1
chureh, an’ there wuz th’ sanme pnipi
—an® "nother man.”--Chicage Recasd

At a school examination in Linenlr
R. L, some of the children were asiio
to give their ideas of the expres:io
“His spirits were dampened.”  Onl;
one hand went up, and the little fe!l.w
on being invited to give his explana
tion, said: “He had been putting wat-
er io his whisky.”

Already nipe-tenths of the trada of
Bangkok is in Englizh hards,

[l

THE OLD GARDENER.

His Love for Leug Words and the Bead
ties of Nalure.

*Do you remember,” asked the owner
of a large country place, “a man In one
of Stockton's stories whose great am-
bition was to own a dictionary? Well,
1 have just that fellow in my employ
now. My gardener might have fur-
nished the original, in that respect at
least, for the character the writer was
describing. 1 always noticed Mich-
ael's passion for long words, but it was
by accident that he revealed {0 me one
day how mueh he would like to bave a
dictionary of his own in which he
wight hunt up his beloved polysyla-
kles. 1 gave him one, and after that
his conversation was more resplendent
than ever. He was slways quite sure
of his ground, but he invariably sue-
ceeded in producing an impressive re-
gult. On one occasion, 1 remember,
my next neighbor had quietly appro-
priated several bushels of my early
bough apples, which grew unfortun-
ately near to the boundary line between
the two places. It was not a matter
worth making much fuss about, yet I
should have liked to stop it, and talk-
ing it over with Michael 1 said, half to
him and half to himself, ‘I wonder
what would be the best thing to do?’

“‘Well, sir,” said he, ‘this is what 1
think: You just do nothing whatever
at present. You'll wait till them late
russet apples of his is ripe and then
you'll gather a heap o’ them some night
and r-r-retaliate the compiiment.’

“Michael always had a grudge against
this particular neighbor anyhow, and
held his gardening ideas in especial
contempt. So one day, when I chanced
to be the first to discover that Mr. —
had cut down one of his most beautiful
hedges to  make room for something
else, 1 hastened to tell Michael and get
his opinion upon the desecration. He
had a deep, genmine affection for all
growing things, and his eves glowed
wrathfully when he heard of the mur-
dered laurel bushes, even though they
grew outside of his domain,

“*What do you think of the perform-
ance? I asked.

“Mr. —-," replied the old fellow,
speaking slowly and emphasizing ev-
ery word, ‘the man that would do that
ought to be excommunicated from the
church and denied Christian burial’
Coming from a good Catholie, like Mi-
chael, I think this will stand as a pret
tv severe sentence.”—New York Trib-
une.

Tis Status,

Inquiring Tourist tin Oklaihoma)—I
urderstand that a bhil! was introduecel
during the last session of the legisla
ture to make it a misdemeanor to have
a pack of cards in one’s possession
containing more than_four aces or
kings? Landlord (in a retrespective
tcne)—Yes, Times have changed; it
used to be a eapital offense if the vic-
tim had his gan.

A Pleasing Rejolnder.

I declar’, it didn’t take you no time
at all to men’ dem trowsis, Sis Brown.”
“No, Brer Jimson, 1 done it with neat-
ress an’ dis pateh!”—Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

The Elect.

Shade—There are very shrewd peo-

ple on earth. St. Peter —But 1 always
get the best of them after all

THE GREATER NEW YORK.

The city has about forty cemeteries.

The mileage of surface railways iz
[.£40,

Within its barders are 438 hotels and
11,961 salcons.

It has 264 asyiums and hospitals for
the sick and unfortunate,

Fourteen great railway systems cen-
ter in Greater New York.

The actual mileage of elevated rail-
ways in the greater city is 160,

No street franchise can be granted
for a longer poriod than twenty-five
VONrs,

Of the thirty-four representatives in
¢ ngress for the state the city will
have fifteen.

The National Guard quartered with-
in the city limits numbers more Lhan
seven thousand men.

I* has within its limits eighty-nine
vubhlie librariez, and is about to ex-
vomd 2,500,000 on another,

The municipality is divided into five
haronghs for better administering ot
the local fmnections of government,

The mavor will appoint heads of all
departments except the comptroller,
who will be elected for four vears.

Greater New York has a standing
army of publie safety consisting of

1.889 policemen and 2,167 paid fire-
men.
The equalized value of the real

ard person.l property in the city Is
22 169.79%.i57, and the total indebted-
wesa is $170.090 000,

Conzolidated city of New York will
segin its official existence January 1,
1898, The first mayor will be eleeted
n MNovemher 2 noxt,

Of all the cities on the earth Greater
New York is second only to London,

|
|

ihe population of London is 4,231,000; |

¥ Greater New York, 3,100,000,

The total foreign commerce at the
ort of Greates New York in 1886 was
11.029.364.216, and of all other ports
n the United States 21,807 585480,

;f improved streets, 1,158 places of
vorship, 140660 inhabited dwellings,
65 banks and 6000 aeres of parks.
Taxation equal throughout the eity,
ave for speecial local improvements.
“resent rate of taxation in New York
s $2.14; in Brooklyn, $2.90; in Long
:land City, $2. :
The rew city has an area of 204
qnare miles.
hirty-five miles—from Mt. St. Vin-
ent to Tottenville. London’s area is
‘P8 square miles.

For first six months of term mayvor

tnneinted office-holder except judleial
ifMicers, After that removals can only
ne made on charges.

Mayor of New York will be head of
in army of 50,000 emploves and of a
zovernment that will direct expendi-
‘ure of $75.000 660 annually.
ity will be $15.009 a vear.

It has 350 publie sehools, which are
ittended by 202 961 =cholars, and In
vhich 7,444 teachers are employed. It
nas anuthority from the state to spend

ins_ooo.ow on rew s=chools.

The consolidated city has 1,300 miles |

WHOLE NUMBER 1,422,

THE OLD RELIABLE.

Columbus State Bank

(Oldest Bank in the State.)

Pays Interest om Time Deposils

Makes Loans on Real Estate.

ISEUES BMOHT DRAFTS ON
Omaha, Chicage, New York and
all Foreign Countries.

————
SELLS STEAMSHIP TICKETR

-—

BUYS GOOD NOTES

And helps its customers when they need help

OFFICERS AND DIRFCTONS:
LEANDER GERRARD, Pres’t.
R. IL Hesky, Vice Pres’t.
M Brrecer, Cashier.

Jonx STAUFFER, Wuw. Buener

COMNERCIL BN

HAS AN

Authorized Capital of - $500,000
Paid in Capital, - - 90,000

M SHELDON, Pres’t. )
ILrE oL, Yiee Pres
PANIEL SCHEAM, Cushier.
FREANK RORER, Asst. Cash'rn

- .
DIRECT RS:
1L 1 H. OEfnLRSeW,
Toxas Wenoem, W. A MeALLISTER,
Cann RIENKE, S0 GaRAY.
Fraxg Homnewr.

, 1, SHELDON,

- »
STOCKI LDERS:
Sarernpy Ennas, J Hesny WrR-FEMAN,
CLARK Giray, Hexny Losexe,
Daxien Sempeaw. e, W, LALLEY,
ALF L Ocsewren, 01T Broeker ESTATE
Rereccr BECKER, H. M. WixsLow.
- 2

RBank of Depo<it: interest allowed on time
deposits: buy and el eveliange on United
states and Europe, and buy and sell avail-
able securities. We shall I:’lnh-ass-ll to re.
ceive your businesa. We icit your pat-
ronaze.

——————

2 THEE

Columbus ~ Joumal!

A weekly newspaper de-
voted the best interestsof

COLUMBUS
THE CONNTY OF PLATTE,

The State of Nebraska
THE UNITED STATES

AND THE REST OF MANKIND

The unit of measure with
us is

$1.50 A YEAR,

IF PAID IN ADVANCE.

But our limit of usefulness
is not prescribed by dollars
and cents Sample copies
sent free to any addresa

HENRY GASS,

Coftins : and : Metallie : Cases!

& Repairing of all kinds of Uphol
stery Goods.
Yt COLUMBUSB, NEBRASEA

THE

Golumbus Journal

Its greatest length is |

|

«ill have power to remove at will any |

His sal- |
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I8 PREPARFD TO FURNISE ANYTHING
REQUIRED OF A

PRINTING OFFIGE.

CLUBS

-—WITHE THE—

BEST PAPERS

—OF TH— —

COUNTRY.



